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ALBERT, 



CHAPTER I. 



/ 



Modern Honour. 

©OIMBE time before the hour of six, 
St Austyn called on captain Watson, and 
walked to the appointed place, where in 
a short time they were joined by Berners, 
and a young fellow he had lately formed 
an acquaintance with. Either a dislike of 
encountering St. Austyn, or the opinion 
such a meeting must give the officers of 
his corps, depressed him ; but both Fre- 
deric and himself declined the interfe- 
rence of captain Watson, who *gfcin^- 
: vol, m. b \ mMt : i^. 
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2 ALBERT. 

fered it The ground measured, both fired 
and missed ; but justice pointed the stroke 
of the second fire, the ball of Berners' 
pistol grazing only St. Austyn's coat, while 
that of the latter lodged in his opponent's 
hip. The effusion of blood was excessive, 
and staggering a few paces, he fell ; while 
Frederic, however exasperated, ran to as- 
sist him, calling aloud on captain Watson 
to procure help as speedily as possible. 

Berners remaining insensible, and as they 
supposed dying, captain Watson drawing 
Frederic aside, desired hin> to provide for 
his safety. 

" Go immediately," said he, " and send 
us the first persons you meet, to help to 
convey him to some place where he may 
have assistance; I will remain for the pre- 
sent, and in two or three hours meet you 
where you please, and let you know the 
event, that you may act accordingly." 

St. Austyn accepted $e offer, appointed 
a meefing-plape, and had not passed the 
adjoining field before he met some la- 
bourers 
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tourers going to their morning work— 
* My honest fellows,* said he, « hasten 
on ; in the next inclosure is a gentleman 
that needs assistance; his friends are with 
him, they will direct you what to do ; and 
there is a couple of guineas for your loss 
of time." 

If the men had been inclined to hesi- 
tate, scruple, or question, the gold banish- 
ed the inclination, and rushing forward, 
they soon found Berners, while St Austyn 
reached town. 

All the uneasiness that Frederic had 
before sustained appeared trifling to the 
present: for though he had imbibed the 
idea that a duel was merely a common 
occurrence, and frequently necessary in 
the annals of modern honour, yet taking 
away the life of a fellow-creature, though 
his greatest enemy, when he supposed it 
accomplished, overwhelmed him with con- 
cern and melancholy. 

On reaching V>me he gave such orders 

as. he deemed necessary for an immediate 

b 2 removal, 



'■$£' 



.?.-• 



Digitized by VjOOQ 1C 



4 ALBERT. 

removal, and calling on his solicitor, left 
him cash and drafts to satisfy his remain- 
ing debts; which business accomplished,, 
he found it near the time he had appointed 
to meet captain Watson. 

The gentleman's face was not the har- 
binger of good news; and to St. Austyn's 
question respecting Berners he replied — 
*■ He is alive, but how long he may res 
main so is uncertain ; the surgeon appre- 
hends the wound dangerous : we carried 
him to a house adjoining the road, and 
procured immediate help; I will however 
'send some more eminent assistance from* 
town. He insisted on hearing the sur- 
geon's opinion, and though given with 
great caution, it appeared to make more 
impression than I should have expected 
from his general character. He afterwards 
remained silent for near a quarter of an 
hour, when he had another fainting fit ; 
recovered from which by a cordial, he 
said—* I believe I am (tying; notwith- 
standing what has happened, St. Austyn 

is 
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is a good fellow ; do you not think, cap- 
tain Watson, you could persuade him to 
come to me ? I wish, in case of the worst, 
to see him/ I remonstrated against the 
impropriety of such a step, and briefly 
informed him, that I had advised you to 
go abroad immediately, until the event of 
his wound was known. For myself,* con- 
tinued I, ' I am not much concerned, as I 
know security will be taken for my ap- 
pearance ; I hope however all will yet gp 
<we&: He replied, that he had little doubt 
but his wound was mortal — 'And in that 
case, 9 continued he, ' could wish to have 
seen St. Austyn, as I had a paper which 
I should prefer giving intp his own hand.' 

w Unhappy man !" interrupted Frede- 
ric, " I am resolved at all hazards to see 
him." 

* It is unnecessary," returned captain 
Watson ; " give me time, and you shall 
hear all. I pledged my word £nd honour 
that whatever was entrusted to me should 
Tie delivered safely ; and after some reftefc- 
B3 
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6 ALBERT- 

tkai, and with apparent reluctance, he de- 
sired me to take charge of a paper which 
was jn bis pocketbook (and which he caus- 
ed me to., seal up before him) and deliver 
it to you. There it is— I now will bid you 
adieu ; and if I can be of further service, 
command me." 

St. Austyn returned his thanks, and 
entreated captain Watson to write to him 
the state of Berners* wound. 

" It is highly necessary," said he, " that 
I should go into Yorkshire before I )0**e 
England— y<?~ will therefore favour me by 
a line. Should I live to return, I shall be 
proud of acknowledging my obligations 

to you." 

Cto the captain's taking leave, St Aus- 
ty n broke the seal of the paper he had left 
him, but found it a'simple envelope to the 
promise written by Gertrude.— w Infa- 
tuated girl P exclaimed he, " to stoop to 
auch a clandestine step !— yet," continued 
he, after a pause, "it is not for me to up- 
braid ; she had no brother to protect her— 



no 
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ALMA*. 7 

nd brother whosg honour set an example 
she could be anxious to imitate. Poor 
Gertrude! she doubtless thought it no 
grime to love her brother's friend. How 
just is my punishment in this retribution ! 
I wished to betray Montgomery's sister, 
and the very instrument t made use of, 
has endeavoured to return the favour with 
mine. I shudder when I reflect on the 
precipice she has escaped J for surely, after 
what she has heard, She! tttaturt hesitate to 
gf& him upftfrevet Montgomery too 
knows all; is acquainted tw completely 
I have been duped by the villain for whom 
I expended my forttttie, h&garded my life, 
and attempted his. How bitter the reflec- 
tions bf the than Who sins agaiftst his* bet- 
ter judgment, and the warning* of that 
itever-faiBng monitor, his conscience \ Na- 
ture and Understanding forbade me fe 
esteem Berners^et F pfctsfeted in toy &!f j£ 
«Ud treated with disrespect the todn, whoci 
justice, love, and honout, ought to hav<* fed 
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8 ALBEET. 

me to seek a friendship with* Oh, Mont- 
gomery, how art thou avenged P* 

His promise of calling on the colonel 
then recurred to his memory, tod willing 
to send the paper he had obtained by a safe 
hand, he hastened thither; first writing as 
follows, and inclosing it to Gertrude. 



* Since I wrote to you yesterday, 
I have made a discovery that has at once 
filled me with indignation and shame ;jjor 
can I even now scarcely credit the evi- 
dence of my sight, when it presents the * 
handwriting and signature of Gertrude St * 
Austyn to such an imprudent act. That 
I loved Berners, to my shame f confess 
it ; for I knew him a libertine, a gamester, 
and in every respect a dissolute character ; 
but I overlooked his vices, disguised as 
they jirere by the spetioqs name of friend : 
I have paid for that security, and happy 
may you tjohader yourself, that the pru- 
dent 
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ALBERT. 9 

deiit will of my mother preserved you 
from the same fate. Let it be a perpetual 
memento, fori will not even for a moment 
suppose that you can preserve the least 
particle of esteem for a wretch, who first 
drew you into such folly, and then ex- 
posed it to forward his unwarrantable pur- 
poses with another. Do not think me 
harsh ; my heart has made a thousand al- 
lowances for your youth, inexperience, and 
situation; but where the happiness of a 
sister is at stake, I cai^ot forget, however 
I may palliate, particularly as I also in 
some measure think myself an accessary, 
fey<x>untenancing so improper an acquaint* 
ance. — Farewell ! I entreat you to place 
a proper estimate on Mrs. Stanhope's 
friendship; her counsel will le»d yottt* 
honour and happiness*. 

" F* St. Austyn/' 

"I should have been happy to see you 

before I leave the kingdom, but it is im*- 

possible. If, however, you have aflfection 

b 5 enough 
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10 ALMHtT. 

enpu^b ftr m* to write to Yofkihfre, 
where I shall pasta few days, it iritt give 
tdto pleasure." 



v The cokn>el was much better $\m the 

cby baft**; he was alone, nor (fid St Arts- 

tyn> tfcibl* mneasiness fail to Strike bitt*. 

« WhaTfe the matter now?" Wfeitoed 

HwiAhinuswJWtiTitTiess. "I saw you 

was plaguily in the dump* yesterday, but 

would not notice it; today it foyet worse 

— you lbokaffmeda&»Mai^bb«*e. If itis 

about your femily, I pledge my word 

-that, all will go w*U— if Oft *ty other *fc- 

©ount, confide in me; I airfnotoneof yoar 

sunshine fair-weather friends* but tough 

and bluf£ ami nay serve in a storm where 

such gewgaws cannot shew their facets? 

. " My good sir," replied Frederic, « I 

know not how to express my thanks, 

though 1 have no immediate occasion to 

intrude further on you.* 

" Qom** come," returned the crimd, 

. "dotft 



* 
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-donl! t^wrtm^ like ^stranger- ITlteU 

you a stpiyy an4 feftl* * tjp»-*n?l When 
I wag a young fellow, I wa& mther addict- 
ed to shaking my elbows at the hazard- 
table, and one cw a h ig lost a swinging 
som; tar apply to my father I, knew was 
unavailing, for if ha had the will, he had 
not the ability to assist me, it being befote 
the death, of an uncle, from whori ire 
inherit *igr present fortune. What tor do 
I knew net, and was at length obliged to 
_ mortgage ray p$y for a considerable time. 
Now, ^ Anstyn, 1 mean no offence-^if 
tins should be your case, you may as well 
borrow *f toe as o£ another. ] have a 
large sunt I wish to place it a peculiar in- 
terest, which I am convinced you age cap- 
able of paying ; it is friendship with my- 
self md nephew, and a conduct that w#l 
eooi^iter the happiness of your family * 
. *(^^(^r "I 

cannot bear this; ychir kindn&s dvift 
powers me^I have ria necessities of the 
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« What, no debts of honour, St.At»- 
tyn ? liajr then, 'frith ! I beg your pardon, 
you are a better feUofr than I took you 
for." . ; 

%t i I take shame tQ myself?'- replied Pre- 
derie, •* when I tell you I have had many 
such, but they are alt discharged ; and if 
I Jmow my owar heart, I will never con- 
tract another.^ ' . . 

'* " WeD resolved ; but though your debts 
of bonofcr are all settled, excuse me, hive 
you no vulgar debts, such as a man cannot 
help contracting, and that tradesmen will 
sometimes be pressing for?" 

u None, sir ; my tradesmen are the, 
greater part of them paid; for the residue 
I have left money this morning mitt* my 
solicitor : I can therefore ofdy once more 
repeat my acknowledgments, and wish 
you dl possible happiness; I shall leave 
London this night, and in all probability 
England in a few days." 

« The devil you wffi!" returned the co- 
lonel petulantly ; " I believe yd* are h* 

witched: 
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bewitched: dotft I tall you jfat I am 
convinced your a*ifct will be itspnctted 
immediately? and now you are grisg off, 
just as it were to avoid her" 

"I could not now, indeed," answered 
Frederic, "bear her piesenee; hereafter, 
should I be reinstated m her friendship, I 
will endeavour to merit the distinction." 

" Pshaw r returned tl|e cokxtel, " dflrft 
hie headstrong; I have art my btiart on 
taring youreconctted with Mrs. Stanhope* 
and in fiaertdshi^ with my nephew, whtfc 
in your preset iframe.af mind, I am <xxh 
vinced will meet yon more than half* way." 

<* I have no doubt of Mr. Montgomery's 
goodness, rand' entreat you, sir, to tell hm, 
that I now consider it np dishonour tp ao- 
knowledge my errors towards bin*— thai 
he corrected a scoundrel I thank hint* and 
that' he humbled a fdoi was also well 
dene,". ■ + 

" Zounds,** said the colonel, " leftte your 
metaphofs wd speak plw> Ef^isb~you 
lwr e been wpridag your be^ebwt apme 
. r/o;'"::::.v'r vagary, 
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Y$gktff- ^taVby sly 4atth# i Italia tt^yafi 
tow# tamed y<wr stater <• 
V '*^fhat g rtw t * tet«»tt><tyri ) I think 
yoa -will harityidNpatoT nspfeed Frede- 
1*5; *♦ wid, that l>m* fool, IJuwe given 



Ike cofonel ttaved at ten in sileuor; 
; » Vet « &# wcriteaal I hare dotie," 
<»Mi»u«d St Auatyn, after a pause; 
* edwle*c<ftd o*o* more to apofegiae for 
<*«' ttt»'.*lm-. &on«g»t»ary &r the parti 
lMt?e a<*tdv or aatfaar that Berner* acted 
#nro*. 1 etnai agtinat botfc my affection 
aiai j«dg*»^ fci> the offar he made 
her. Had the *doef*«d a*jr wrtritforc— it 
w^tmfe^i^--^toto^btbin«e»vadoie 
fl*«<ksttw*ian; y*t what right aad I to 
aspect it? IMalhtdOtkaowmy obattu***, 
my jawrgtift*, and aamutfoa s? Ieonfew, 
flwrefij*©; I deawred k«r MAttafc Yet," 
continued he, hb voice akaart stifled, 
« thbogfe T wfitKjttisfc l«r fbr«wr, may 
^o a i 1 !) IJJ MBJaii atlMaallaa i i < < ai i> w « *» ^ * — « 

Samaritan* 
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fiwtMitbta, yon «**& Iwwf pm?e* «U 
krtamy wmmdi/botitkatoniyad^lQ 
my torment, as your fifcnd&ip o a wt fo eas 
n* tint ttatitud* nri^at bfrr ifc**?TOy 
life * MteatmV white, on the «dn*vy, 
fioHy mbI vilbmy have mfe it! ante an 



Innings the room;- boJ tkfe colonel, 



h*»Uy<aiefl%> o€ *ke<»*, exckiflun^**- 
f**By my aotrlhyo* ifaril sot go m this 
ftsttuj of mmi Bat -what the phfn? 
have you got faytorppaketT^ yaapB B g 
his coat between his ka**. "Pfctobby 
tiiefeek Ofc* SLAiMtya^ktfciatkejre- 
tum toketwur I ftrtterofrinyadf: Lwv m 
yoarevtry wowb aaeYaaalottft ie iaponaMc 
you oouldunfiteertoitfeinaaaifcgt?" 

St Aust)tt it oaarcoooaTed At oolo- 
nets aaitofcs) and rtaUgglirig to appear 
caitn, fceoetawad— * Unmrthyf as^I am, 
1 am not yet •onkvaeiJaafe at to iuvM se- 
eaert* t* tuicieV IJwwd ■ manM& wbat- 
'.'•4;: «yer 
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eve* evil* ba**i befallen bmv. and the le&t 
1 dan do iite endeavour to bear them Kke 

" Why j Acini lave you : pistol* in year 

pocket?" replied the colonel, fixing his 

eye* cm him with scrutinizing attention.' 

" They are unloaded, sir," said Frede- 

rto, laying them on the table, to convince 

* him. The colonel, without compliment, 
toed them, and in replacing them, ex- 

- claimed— "Zounds, one of them is bloody ! 
where' the plague hare you been/ this 
morning? I am convinced something more 
than usual is the matter." 

* It is the blood of a villain then,* re- 
turned St Austyn, finding tftat he had ho 
evasion ; u thqugh I sincerely lament that 
his punishment should come from me. 1 ' 

" Berners V said the colonel. 

* Berners,** repeated St Austyn. 

« Hang the Mow !" returned the cofo- 
neU-^-I hritare he was sent to you for a 
curse. His death will do no one harm, 
yefel'had mtfctr ia jcaim©n*haH had done 

him 
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him the favour: but come, I hope he k 
not mortally wounded, hi which cue the 
punishment may be efficacious." 

" I fear he is," replied St. Austyn. 

" Then what the devil do you do here?" 
asked the colonel; "though there is no 
danger of an acquittal, yet the intervening 
time had better be passed anywhere than 
in confinement." 

" I informed you I meant to leave Lon- 
don to-night, sir," 

" Lookye, St. Austyn, it is no time for 
compliments; I think you believe me your 
friend, and you shall not be deceived in 
the result Be advised therefore; setoff 
this evening, for Blackwood— no one will 
expect to find you there. Montgomery . 
will, I aui : convinced, receive you with 
friendship : I will write apd send my ser- 
vant express in half an hour, in which 
case he will be prepared for you, and Mrs. 
Stanhope need kpow nothing .of the ba» 
sines? tijjl it is settled." 

" (generous friend! till nwr how have , 

I mis* . 
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18 ALBt&t, 

1 misapplied that nam*! * replied St. Av&- 
tyn, taking his hand ; - whatever fete be- 
fell* me, the remembrance of your kind- 
ness shall dwell with me, but permit me 
to decline yont offer. I mean to set oat 
fbr Yorkshire thin night, transact my bu- 
siness there, proceed ftom thence td New- 
castle, take shipping in the first vessel that 
sails; immaterial to me is the port— u^ 
Cain, I have made myself a wanderer. 

"Yes; but #J remember right," saW 
the colonel, endeavouring to appear Cheer- 
ful, " Cain killed his brother, a virtuous 
man— -your similethereforedon'tholdgood. 
Berners was neither one nqr the other, so 
that instead of wandering to the land of 
*Kod, marrying a wife, and begetting sons 
and daughters, be advised by me — go to 
Bkckwood. I answer fbr Albert's receiv- 
ing you aft my — ftay, as his friend ; and 
fat the bugbears of women, you shall not 
be w6ottLjK&&3t with itihem,* 

Kotwithstanding aH the colonel <#ttld 
m^ St Aostyn persisted in tus pfan; he 

however 
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hctw&rct ' piuulktfd <ttFtontt to htat&Mh 
Yorkshire. 

<f I must trouble you with another letter 
for my sister," said he, * as mine of yes- 
terday was merely an explanatory one, and 
written before I was apprised of what has 
occasioned this morning's meeting. You 
will therefore f&vour me by saying nothing 
of the duel until the event be known." 

" I will aet in all, as 1 hope, for the 
best," answered the colonel, shaking hands 
with him; and St Austj haying, at his 
request, iftfoftfled him where Berner* lay, 
and also where &£tain Watson was t& .tafc 
ftfcmd, they- bade each other farewell. 

St Att&jb returned to his attorney's, 
Where he had appointed his servant : hi 
Ma way ttother, his heart overflowed with 
gr^ttfde to the eokmel, whose natttrtl 
gwdne* i*one througfe the eccentricity 
tfhk (jbamcter in every action. H#tf the 
pistol had becksne^loody for taaatim 
***l hite^-but he at kngtbrmuftii»4 
*at rt»tunnittgtoasiiftB^r»tr^i 




[• . 
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dropped it, and captain Watson afterwards, 
cm leaving the ground, bad presented it to 
him. 



CHAPTER IL 



Promises obtained. 

After St Austyn left the colonel, he be- 
gan puzzling his mind, to devise what vil- 
lany Frederic had discovered, that could 
so thoroughly awaken, his vengeance a~ 
gainst fillers,—." Poor fellow P said he, 
" I did not like to question him; his wound 
is too recent to bear proving. He has, how* 
ever, baniafce& ,all my thoughts of leaving 
. London* until I learn Ah? iseue of the^aflair. 
Should the rascal die* my knowledge of his 
former bdiayioyr^apdpiy interest, may be 
Fito St Austyn ; and though fate 

affiant 
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affront to my niece was' abominably pro- 
voking* yfct Mrs- Stanhope's nephew shall 
never want a friend in a just cause, while 
ray name is Maurice O'Brien." 

Marian soon after returned, and was not 
a little surprised to hear that the colonel's 
journey was again protracted, though she 
could not devise the reason. 

On the following morning, at an ear- 
ly hour, the veteran went in pursuit of 
I captain Watson, and had the satisfaction 
I to hear, that the surgeon who attended Ber- 
ners from town had extracted the ball, and 
given a more favourable opinion than the 
former, declaring the loss of blood he had 
sustained the greatest danger. He then 
questioned him respecting the quarrel, but 
of the cause Watson was nearly as igno- 
rant as himself: he however informed 
, him, that he thought it originated in some 
j affront to Miss St. Austyn, but that he be- 
| lieved Berners had made what- atonement 
i ta could' in a paper he had earned from 
J him t© Frederic the morning before. '\ 

"Basj^etin^ 
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coloneW that I can hardly think; I !$9Uld 
rather suppose it concerned bixmel£ y for 
nether Beraers nor S& Austyn hare sett* 
her since her mother's death/': 

"Perhaps bo V answered Watson ; * yet 
I aim convinced I am right in the oonjec- 
tare ; St. Austyn, however misguided and 
imprudent, is a noble generous fellow/' 

He then briefly related what be bad 
heard from hi& brother the agent ; and af- 
ter conversing some time on the subject, 
they separated, the colonel promising to 
call on him the ensuing day, and giving* 
\mi a friendly invitation to Blackwood. 

For the spaee of a week the colonel in- 
quired daily of Berners, and had the satis- 
faction to hear, at that period, that he was 
much better, and deemed nearly out of 
danger ; desiring* therefore* captain Wat- 
son to give him information in case of any 
change, he, to the great joy of Marian, set 
oat for Dorsetshire— Mrs. Mosely being 

to 
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to follow with Betsey as speedily as con- 
venient. 

In the mean time, ignorant of what had 
happened, Mr& Stanhope and her niece 
passed their hours more pleasantly at the 
Vale. Montgomery's leisure time was also 
spent there, and by his liveliness and good 
humour, made his presence ever welcome; 
even Gertrude insensibly began to consider 
him with less diffidence; and though she 
could not remember, without a blush* his 
being informed of her imprudence, yet he 
treated her with so much true delicacy and 
respectful freedom, that it banished the re- 
straint she had before felt in his presence. 
The company of the colonel and Marian 
was, however, wanting in all parties, and 
their return expected with impatience. At 
length, to their great satisfaction, one even- 
ing, as they sat at tea, the noise of the car- 
riage announced them ; and mutual con- 
gratulations having taken place, the long 
stay of the colonel became the subject of 
investigation. 

"Indeed," 
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84 ALBERT. 

u Indeed,* said Montgomery, " if Ma* 
rian had not written constantly, I should 
have been tempted to come to London 
myself; for two or three times I had my 
fears that you were ill.* 

" To confess the truth," replied the co- 
lonel, '* I should not have been sorry to 
have had you with me, as you might have 
been useful." 

" Useful, sir !" repeated Montgomery. 

° Yes, sir, useful ; I owe my life to a 
young fellow whom I wished to make your 
friend ; you likewise owe him some obliga- 
tion, and I should have wished you to ex- 
press your sense of it." 

" Owe your life, sir !" replied Montgo- 
mery : " for Heaven's sake, explain ! you 

alarm us aH ! ' Mrs. Stanhope, sir " > # 

t u I should be sorry to alarm Mrs. Stan- 
hope, or any of you, but the simple truth is, 
thathad not the humanity of a young fel- 
low preserved me, I had been killed ; and * 
as my will was then unsigned, the estate 

in 
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> ALBERT. 25 

iiv Ireland would have gone out of the fa* 

" Ah, sir," said Marian, u how cruel hare 
you been to conceal this from me ! But 
how," continued she, her mind recurring 
to die meeting at the play, u came your 
Kfe to be endangered ?" 
, m Why, the truth is," returned he, 
" poor Vansitart and myself were so thirs- 
ty with fighting the battle of Minden, that 
we drank more wine than was quite pro- 
per, as I had to ride home. My horse threw 
me on my head ; and though you may 
judge I was not materially hurt, yet I was 
so stunned, that had not this young fellow 
by chance rode up, and with some hazard 
stopped the horses, in all probability a wag- 
gon would have settled all my worldly con- 
cerns. 

; u Well might you say, sir," returned Al- 
bert affectionately, " that I owed him great 
obligation \ riprrwill I be backward to ex- 
press -my giatitiftie, when you inform me 
fire to meet with him." ^ 

ol. ift* c "But 
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26 ALBERT. 

" But that is more than I can tell," an- 
swered the colonel; M the poor fellow is un- 
fortunate and unhappy, and, by this time, 
I fancy, has left the kingdpm." 

" Ah, sir4" said Marian, " this then was 
yourjfeadache ; yet no one, that night you 
w^fe last at Mr. Vansitart's, came home 
With you." 

i u The young man accompanied me all 
the way from Kew, where it happened, to 
London ; went with me to the lawyer's, was 
one of the witnesses to my will, made me, 
in spite of myself, call at a surgeon's, then 
attended m? to my own door* where I wish- 
ed him a good-night." 

u Wished him a good-night, sir ?" re- 
peated Montgomery ; " surely he was en- 
titled to somewhat more, particularly from 
Marian and myself." 

" I have already said he was unhappy ; 
. he told me he was so from his own mis- 
conduct, and appeared deeply wounded 
with the reflection. Young and inexperi- 
enced, he has been deceived and pillaged ; 

his 



S 



Digitized by VjOOQ lC 




ALBERT. 27 

his friends, exasperated, have cast him off; 
and though he has now, as I have learned 
from very good authority, taken steps 
which every thinking mind must approve, 
yet must he become an exile from his 
country." 

u My dear uncle," said Albert, warmly, 
" pardon me, but would he not have been 
an acquisition at Blackwood ? He would 
have assisted me in the arrangements you 
mean to make. I am convinced that you 
do not want generosity, and you must have 
some reason not to have offered him that 
asylum." 

" I did ask him," replied the colonel, 
" but he declined it Poor fellow! I have 
seldom been more interested for any one, 
and know not but I should have forced 
him hither, but that I considered a man of 
broken spirits and fortune, severely .recri- 
minating his former follies, and more ready 
to accuse himself than suffer others, would 
have been a dull companion." 

" Is it possible, sir, that you could think 
/ c 2 so 
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so despicably of me?" returned Montgo- 
mery. " Did I deserve it, I should detest 
myself. The man to whom I owe the life 
of my second parent, had he no other claim, 
would be entitled to my affection and gra- 
titude. We would have endeavoured to ■ 
heal his broken spirit, and by friendship 
have attached him to us, and reconciled 
him to himself." 

" I think, colonel, with Mr. Montgome- 
ry," said Mrs. Stanhope, " you must have 
some stronger reason than you express, 
not to have at least introduced the young 
man among us, if only to have received 
our thanks. God forbid that we should 
judge harshly of our fellow-sinners, or re- 
fuse to stretch a hand towards the support 
of reviving rectitude. I can truly say, that 
he should neither have wanted my interest 
or countenance, if, as you represent, he de- 
served it." 

" Indeed we all wtmld have endeavour- 
ed to cheer him," said Gertrude, sighing. 
"I am sure I pity him from my heart: to 

be 
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' ALBERT. 29 

be unhappy, and to be sensible of having 
deserved it, must redouble every pang." 

" And I," said Marian, looking affec- 
tionately at her uncle, " would have for- 
gotten all but that he preserved you ; and 
possessed of that idea, I must have loved 
him." 

"As I find all in the mind I could wish," 
said the colonel, " I shall claim the re- 
membrance of your promises, when occa- 
sion may call on you to fulfil them. St. 
Austyn is the man to whom they are en- 
gaged*— I own him my friend and preser- 
ver — he must also be the friend of Albert; 
nor de I doubt hereafter to see you, ma- 
dam, acknowledge with pride your ne- 
phew." 

This disclosure of the colonel's filled all 
with amazement; universal silence for a 
few minutes ensued; even the steady fea- 
tures of Mrs. Stanhope were marked with 
astonishment. Gertrude burst into tears, 
Marian trembled and turned pale, while, 
c 3 6n 
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30 ALBERT. 

on the contrary, a burning crimson tinged 
her brother's cheek. 

u What, all mute ?" said the colonel ; 
" there is no retracting, however. St. Aus- 
tyn is a noble fellow, and will, I am con- 
vinced, deserve all you have promised for 
him. You have mutually misunderstood 
each other ; and if he has deviated a little 
more than Mr. Joseph here, why so have 
I ; and I remember reading, that there is 
more joy over one sinner that repenteth, 
than over ninety-and-nine who need no re- 
pentance." 

" My good sir," replied Sirs. Stanhope, 
" though I believe you have made us all 
feel, yet your motive must excuse you : 
that Frederic has deserved your praise, you 
may readily believe, rejoices me ; but, be- 
fore I can give way to hope, tell me, has he 
forsaken Berners? for nothing permanent 
can be expected, unless that event has taktti 
/place." 

" He has, and for ever ! though I know 

not 
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not what rascality he has discovered : but, 
pardon me, I have letters for Miss St. Aus- 
tyn, but was willing first to insure them a 
favourable reception." 

So saying, he presented the letters he had 
received for Gertrude, whose emotion was 
so conspicuous, that Mrs. Stanhope desired 
her to withdraw. — " Read your letters 
alone, ray love," said she ; " I trust they 
are such as will give you pleasure, and, if 
so, some portion of it must communicate 
itself to me." 

Gertrude waited no second permission, 
but, rising, sLe said—" My dear Marian, 
may I intrude on you ? My aunt will ex- 
cuse it " 

Mrs. Stanhope, Montgomery, and the 
colonel, were no sooner alone than the lat- 
ter gave an account of all that had passed 
between himself and St. Austyn ; nor did 
he omit the duel, or fail to represent, in 
the warmest terms, the information he ha'd 
gained from captain Watson. — " How the 
dispute originated I know not," said fee^ 
c 4 "J>nt 
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* but I am convhiced that it only took 
place the day after his meeting me; for 
though he was then separated from Ber- 
ners, he called him his friend, and spoke 
respectftilly of him: Watson thinks he 
has said somewhat disrespectful of Miss 
St Austyn." 

* I believe him vile enough," replied 
Montgomery. " Mr. St. Austyn, I think, 
has acted properly ; but if he has men- 
tioned the meeting in his letter, I fear it 
may alarm her." 

" He told me," returned the colonel, 
" that he had not. Berners, I doubt not, is 
out of danger ; and could I have persuaded 
him to come for a time to Blackwood, I 
had been perfectly satisfied." 

u Heaven send that bad man may re* 
cover !" said Mrs. Stanhope : " God forbid 
that Frederic should occasion his death ! 
and as to any pecuniary difficulties, we 
shall easily surmount them* if he deserves 
the character you have given, colonel." 

" He does deserve it, madam ; but for 

pecuniary 
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ALBERT. 38 

pecuniary difficulties, as I told you, they 
are all settled, though in that case I am 
not quite pleased with him ; for, to confess 
the truth, I guessed him under such, and 
entreated him to let me be his sole credi- 
tor; but f might as well have moved the 
Monument — he would not accept that 
friendship from me." 

The colonel and Albert, after some far- 
ther conversation, bade Mrs. Stanhope 
good-night; leaving their compliments to 
Marian and Gertrude, who had not re- 
turned to the company. 

They were no sooner gone than Mrs. 
Stanhope hastened to join the young la- 
dies. Gertrude was sobbing on the bosom 
of Marian, who in vain attempted to com- 
fort her. — " Ah, madam P said she, ad- 
dressing her aunt, " into what shame and 
perplexity has my folly plunged not only 
myself, but those most dear to me ! Frede- 
ric, from his first letter, I am convinced, has 
never received either yours or mine; but 
.from the second it is evident that he is 
c5 apprised 
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34 ALBERT; 

apprised of all. Favour me by reading 
both ; and for that hateful paper, let it be 
burned — I shall never more look at my 
own signature without a blush." 

Mrs. Stanhope perused Frederic's letters 
with attention : the first was written affec- 
tionately, and contained the most solemn 
asseverations of never having received any 
news from Dorsetshire since the death of 
his mother, though he was now assured by 
the colonel that herself and Mrs. Stanhope 
had both written. He then mentioned 
Berners being in the army, and his own 
intention of going abroad ; his seeing Miss 
Montgomery at the play, and his meeting 
with her uncle ; concluding with his warm- 
est wishes for the happiness of the whole 
party. Mrs. Stanhope then read the se- 
cond letter. — " It is evident," said she, as 
she concluded, * that Frederic was ao- 
quainted with Berners' duplicity, when this 
letter was written ; if he has never received 
ours, I know not by what means, for in 
his first he appears a stranger to it* yet 

they 
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ALBEBT. 35 

they are dated on two following days* Is 
it not possible he may have seen Itpri 
Southern ? That I think the most proba- 
ble conjecture." 

" I think it is," replied Marian, " for I 
recollect my uncle was anxious, almost 
even to obstinacy, to make me go out two 
mornings with Mrs. Mosely ; he expected 
a gentleman, he said, on very particular bu^ 
siness, and though I offered to remain in 
my apartment, it did not satisfy him ; 1 
therefore took a long airing both days. 
If the visitor was Mr.St Austyn, it is mow 
than probable he might see Miss Southern, 
in which case, I have little doubt, she would 
disclose all, as she strictly avers he did 
every thing in his power to save her ; be- 
side, she might think him already apprised 
of it from Miss St. Austyn." 

* My nephew is at least now sensible 

what a serpent he has cherished; but I 

fear he has too long been accustomed to a 

life of dissipation, to relinquish it easily : 

c6 tout 
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but does he not say in his first letter he 
you at the play, Marian ?" 

Miss Montgomery related all that had 
passed at that interview, her reasons for 
concealing it from her uncle, lest any new 
dispute should arise, and finally she added 
— " Indeed he almost interested me at the 
beginning of his conversation ; but when 
he casually mentioned having been en- 
gaged with Albert, I looked upon him 
with horror, and refused to hear a word 
more." 

" I do not wonder at it," replied Mrs, 
Stanhope ; " that meeting then, I have no 
doubt, was the secret we observed be- 
tween the colonel and Mr. Montgomery, 
when they first came into the country . v 

" Doubtless it was. I recollect Mr. St. 
Austyn spoke honourably of my brother, 
and expressed his contrition for what had 
paSted ; but I was too much alarmed to 
suffer him to enter into particular explana- 
tions." 

« Ah, 
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" Ah, madam," said Gertrude, suddenly 
recollecting, * Heaven preserve my dear 
brother ! how was it possible he could ob- 
tain that writing from Berners ? If my 
/ folly should cause them to quarrel, and 
either should fell, I must regard myself a 
murderer!" 

" Your brother must have been some 
days in Yorkshire; and Berners, the co- 
lonel informed me, is in London," replied 
Mrs. Stanhope. 

"Heaven keep them at a distance!" 
returned she ; " immaterial to me is the 
way it was obtained, so both are safe." 

" You shall now retire to rest," said 
Mr?. Stanhope ; " we will talk further in 
the morning; but first burn the foolish 
paper that has caused so much uneasiness, 
and let us endeavour to lose the remem- 
brance of it for ever." 

" Ah, madam," said Gertrude, kissing 
her hand, and sinking on her knee before 
her, * disgraced as I am by my former folly, 
I will hereafter aspire to deserve your 

goodness ; 
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36 ALBERT. V 

goodness ; then will I consider my self your 
child, for if ever I enjoy happiness, I 
shall owe it to you." 

" I considered you as such from the mm* 
ment I accepted the trust from my sister," * 
returned Mrs* Stanhope, raising and ten- 
derly saluting her'; " all will, I hope, go 
well in future. Good-night, my children !" 
added she, affectionately; " calm your 
spirits, and retire to rest." 

With these words she left them. — "My 
more than parent," exclaimed Gertrude, 
" God enable me to act conformably to 
your wishes !" then taking Marian's hand, 
she added—" How kind and considerate 
are you also ! would to Heaven my poor 
Frederic had deserved you ! but pity him, 
Marian, if you cannot do more." 

"Indeed," said Marian, " I must con- 
fess I do not think it would be a very dif- 
ficult task for a woman whose heart was 
disengaged, to grant to Mr. St. Austyn 
somewhat more than pity; for myself, I 
am out of the question, but will truly as- 
sure 
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sure you, that if what the colonel says re- 
specting him is true, not even yourself 
can enjoy more satisfaction than it will 
. afford me, as I know it will contribute to 
our dear Mrs. Stanhope's happiness." 



CHAPTER III. 



An Explanation — a Letter— a Dispute. 

The next morning the colonel and Mont- 
gomery in their morning's ride called at 
Mrs. Stanhope's, when that lady being 
alone, related to them what Marian had 
informed her respecting seeing Frederic 
at the play, and asked an explanation of 
the words that had escaped him concerning 
the duel. 

Thus pressed, it was necessary to satisfy 
her curiosity; but Montgomery did so 

with 
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with such cautious delicacy as consider- 
ably lessened Frederic's fault; even the 
colonel, however proud of the conduct of 
his nephew, remaining silent, lest a word 
should drop that might increase her dis- 
pleasure towards him. 

" I look to Heaven with thankfulness/' 
said she, as he concluded, "that the affair 
ended so happily, and have no doubt but 
in this account Mr. Montgomery has ge- 
nerously palliated that unhappy young 
man's conduct Could we have surmised 
the colonel's meeting with him, he should 
have had fuller information than he pos- 
sessed, but I had no idea of its being of 
any utility : it however proves to me, that 
concealment from real friends is erroneous, 
as he might have entered into some ex- 
planations with Frederic more prudently 
than they perhaps have been done— but 
first tell me, colonel, did my nephew ever 
visit you at Mrs. Mosely's?" 

" Twice, madam. With great difficul- 
ty I persuaded him to call; he did not 

wish 
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wkh v to see Marian, and I purposely sent 
her out of the way, as I have already told 
Albert." 

" My suspicions are then confirmed; he 
doubtless saw Miss Southern, and she has 
discovered to him the treachery of Ber- 
nCTS. w 

"Miss Southern's word is not to be 
trusted," answered Albert, " if she has 
acted thus." 

* You judge harshly," replied Mrs. 
/ Stanhope; " it was not possible she could 
suppose Frederic a stranger to what had 
passed, as she related it to his sister. I 
would certainly much rather the informa- 
tion had come from the . colonel, but it 
cannot now be remedied; you will there- 
fore have the goodness to tell the whole 
. you are acquainted with to your uncle— 
his friendship demands that confidence: 
but first let me inform you, that Frederic's 
letter contains that foolish paper that has 
given us some vexation, and was perhaps 

the 
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the cause of what has happened to Ber- 
ners." 

" I do not doubt it;" answered Mont- 
gomery ; " like my uncle, I think Mr. St 
Austyn will yet prove himself a man of 
honour, and for that promise, the youth 
and inexperience of the giver will, to every 
candid mind, excuse it." 

They soon after took their leave, and 
on their return home the colonel remind- 
ed Albert of what Mrs. Stanhope had de- 
sired, and he related what he knew respect- - 
ing Berners' seduction of Miss Southern, 
and deceit to Gertrude. 

" You have been plaguy private in the 
aflair," said the colonel 

" I had no right to disclose the secrets 
of my friends, sir," answered he: "I my- 
self almost wished to forget it." 

" Do you think .she is partial to that 
scoundrel?" asked the colonel 

" I should hope not : Mrs. Stanhope re- 
gards the whole as a piece of girlish folly, 

. in. 
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in which the heart had no share— Marian 
thinks the same ; for myself, I can form no 
judgment" 

" I am inclined to the same opinion," 
replied the colonel ; u but now answer me 
one question — had this silly business never 
intervened, could you have liked Miss St. 
Austyn?" 

" No one can do otherwise," answered 
Montgomery; " but while my heart is at 
peace, I shall be careful how I disturb its 
serenity." 

The colonel recollected the promise he 
had made Mrs. Stanhope, not to press his 
nephew to marriage; and therefore re- 
strained the impatience that would other- 
wise have escaped him. 

Some days after, as the colonel and 
Montgomery were alone, the servant 
brought in a letter for the former, with 
the postmark of Rippon. — " It is from St 
Austyn," exclaimed he; ^ read it, Albert, 
and learn to consider him as your friend." • 

* I would willingly be such," answered 

Montgomery, 
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Montgomery, breaking the s^fal, and read- 
ing as follows : — 



" MY DEAE SIR, 

" Determined to avail myself of 
the privilege you kindly allowed, I take 
the liberty, before I leave Yorkshire, of re- 
turning those thanks which I must ever 
feel I owe you. I have had the satisfac- 
tion of hearing that Berners is on the reco- 
very, though in a veiy weak state-*-* piece 
of information that has not a little contri- 
buted towards calming the agitation of my 
spirits, which has been great enough to 
convince me how acutely I must have suf- 
fered had he been a more worthy charac- 
ter. By this same post I have written to 
my sister, but have avoided mentioning 
What has passed with Berners, leaving it at 
your discretion to act as you please, when 
he is out of danger. 

"I have been making my arrangements 
here for a long absence, and shall set out 

to-morrow 
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to-morrow on my journey, in seafch of 
what I have never been able to find in the 
bustle of life — peace, though I have strong 
doubts of attaining it, unless I could pro- 
dire a draught of the river Lethe. Do not, 
however, my dear sir, think that as I have 
no longer the means of continuing my fol- 
lies, I relinquish them with reluctance, or 
that I am taking the opposite extreme, 
and becoming a misanthrope. For the first, 
I can truly say, I resign them with more 
Satisfaction than I adopted them ; and for 
the latter, there is no person in the world, 
not even Bemers, who has most injured 
me, that I am half so displeased with as 
with myself. My present determination 
is the effect of reflection, and some srHall 
sparks of rectitude that remained unex- 
tiaguished in my bosom. I will honestly 
confess I first conceived the thought in 
disgust, but the motive (strange as it may 
appear) ivas entirely dispersed by my for- 
tunate meeting with you, as it destroyed 
an illusion that preyed upon my heart, and 
which totally, independent of Berners* em- 

bftiered 
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tittered every hour of my life. The die 
was however cast, and though a number 
of circumstances might have endeared 
England and home to me, yet every prin- 
ciple of justice and honour prompted me 
to pursue the plan I had adopted ; and 
making a strong effort, I punished myself, 
that I might be just. 

" My design is to travel three years ; at 
the end of that period, should I survive, 
and my heart whisper that I merit the dis- 
tinction, I will claim the name of friend, 
with which you honoured me ; on the con- 
trary, should I relapse, if possible, you shall 
never see me more. 

" With a mind ill at ease, and without 
company in a large mansion, you will for- 
give my egotism; and believe me, if ever 
my thoughts recur to any thing like plea- 
sure, it fixes its seat near you. Farewell, 
my deaf sir ! my best wishes attend your- 
self and friends, and believe me, 

" Your sincerely obliged, 

" F. St. Austyn. 

"I should 

) 
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* I should be much favoured with a letter 
from you, addressed here. An old servant, 
to whom I shall constantly send my change 
of place and residence, will remit it to me." 



" Well," said the colonel, as he con- 
cluded, * what think you now ? Can you 
forgive what is past, and stretch out a hand 
toward a reconciliation with this poor fel- 
low?" 

€€ Willingly on my own account ; but 
to confess the truth, he is pleasing enough 
to make me apprehensive for- Marian, 
should he reside among us." 

" Well, and what then ? you are like 
the dog in the manger ; you will neither 
marry yourself, nor suffer others. If Ma- 
rian could like him, I don't know where 
she could do better, if his good disposition 
continues " 

" In that one word, if, you have spoken 
all my fears. Though I hope, and sin- 
cerely wish, his present temper may last, 

yet 
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yet my sister's happiness is too precious 
to be put to the hazard." 

" Sir, it is as precious to me as to your- 
self. Do you think I would suffer any 
risk ? No ; I would be convinced of his 
reformation, and sooner than fail, he should 
serve as long for her as Jacob did . for 
Rachel." 

" But during the probation," answered 
Albert, " might not my sister's heart get 
entangled, which would be a serious syil 
if we found him undeserving?" 

" Fourteen years," answered the colo- 
nel, "which was the term I mentioned, 
will make a considerable difference in St 
Austyn — I speak feelingly — at six-and- 
thirty he may be nearly as tame as your 
wise worship is now at twenty-three." 

" You are pleased to be merry, sir," re- 
turned Montgomery. " There are few fa- 
milies I should like to see Marian allied to 
so well as Mrs. Stanhope's ; but I must be 
convinced of St. A^istyn's total change of 
character before I can consent to it Yet," 

continued 
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continued be, laughing, " I must own the 
time you named quite sufficient; and if 
the parties will consent, there can be no 
reasonable objection; and more I will truly 
confess, to keep them in countenance, that 
I would undergo the same probation to ob- 
tain, a woman suited to my wishes." 

" Zounds," replied the colonel, almost 
losing his temper, " then must she be 
made of ice and snow ; for were you not 
my sister's son, I should swear you was a 
bastard, for you have not a grain of your 
father's spirit : if he had been such a stock 
as you, do you think he would ever have 
carried off your mother?" 

" To hear you speak well of my father, 
sir," replied Montgomery, * gives me such 
heartfelt satisfactidn, that say what you 
will of myself I shall be able to bear it : 
nor would I forego the reflection of being 
the son of such parents, to have been born 
to a diadem." 

"Perhaps not; but you could have 
spared Old Surly out of the family com- 

you in. d pact-~ 
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pact — ay, Albert, come confess ; do. you 
not sometimes wish him at rest with his 
ancestors ?" 

" When you are pleased to explain who 
you mean by that appellation, sir/' an- 
swered Montgomery, " I shall be able to 
reply." 

" What, are you quite innocent of the 
business ? — you never thought me an Old 
Surly dog." 

" That I have in some instances thought 
your temper warm, I candidly own ; but I 
had a right to bear such trifles from the 
brother of my mother, even had he not 
raised me from ppverty to affluence ; but 
when he can consider me as a mean dissem- 
bler, affecting duty while I wish his death, 
it concerns my own veracity and honour 
to shfew him his mistake, and that I would 
prefer the situation from which he raised 
me, to a dependence on one who could so 
grossly mistake my character, or wilfully 
insult my feelings." 

The colonel gave a loud whistle — 

" Zooks, * 
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" Zooks," f&fAied he, u Hid not you say 
this very morneftt, that if I spoke well of 
your father, I might say what I would of 
you ; but you see your conceit carried you 
too far — you are hot so much master of 
your temper as you tbbught for." 

" But did I deserve such a surmise, 
sir?" asked Montgcft&try, gravely. 

,f Yes, sir, you did, for provoking me 
with your fourteen years probation ; but 
your vanity surpasses all I ever saw. 
What the plague woman do you think 
would stay even fourteen months for you? 
Not that I want you to marry ; it would 
be reversing the order of things — Nature 
has cut you out by the right, starched, 
squeeze-crab bachelor's pattern." 

Montgomery laughed involuntarily. — 
" I have not the vanity," replied he, * to 
think, instead of months, that any woman 
would wait even fourteen days for me; 
and as to reversing the order of nature, 
far be it from me to attempt it : but as $> 
the term squeeze-crab, as I comprehend 
d 2 it, 
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it, it means penurious and sour, which at 
least I think I do not deserve." 

" All old bachelors deserve it," answer* 
ed the colonel ; « yet that's a lie too^-/ am 
sour enough; but for penury, I defy even 
the devil to accuse me with it ; you may 
therefore take after me in that particular." 

Montgomery remained silent t 

" Come, sir, confess that you are fairly 
taken in, and that you are not the man of 
moderation you would pass for." 

" I should be sorry to pass for any thing 
I am not," said Montgomery. 

" Well said, Mr. Split-Text— I see X 
must give up the contest, or you will put 
me in a passion again,' and make me for. 
get poor St Austyn. Call for the horsey 
and let us ride to Mrs. Stanhope's, tell our 
news, and learn theirs." 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



farmises^Frieruflp PalHations—and 
Letter*. 

When the colonel and his nephew were 
announced, they Were shewn into Mrs. 
Stanhope's lihifcry, where she soon after 
joined them. 

* My good Maids,* said she, « I Wa* 
wishing to see you: Frederic has again 
Written to his sister, and has also sent her 
some jewels and trinkets he promised her 
of her mother's." 

The cokmel then produced th4 letter, 
which Mrs. Stanhope having pgrused, she 
said—" Indeed, colonel, you hare done 
ftr more with this unhappy y6img mail 
Ann ever I coald hare espeeted* mA 
d 9 should 
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should his present disposition continue. I 
shall regard you as the means of bis pre- 
servation." 

" Then," replied he, " you would over- 
rate my services, for hi? plan was fixed, 
Berners provided for, and, as I collected 
from captain Watson, all his carriages or- 
dered for sale, before we saw each other. 
What he means .hy my destroying an illu- 
sion that embittered his life, I know not* 
unless he alludes to my informing him 
that it was very possible for him to regain 
your esteem, and that he had never for- 
feited the affection of his sister. Certain 
it is, his behaviour was gloomy and distant 
when we first met, but it soon wore off; 
he would not believe I was Marian's un- 
cle, though by her account he saw us at 
the play together." 

"I cannot think his unhappiness arose 
from dither Gertrude or myself," answered 
Mrs, Stanhope ; " I should rattier guess he 
alludes to Miss Montgomery, Ashe w*$ 
unacquainted witH your affinity to her* and 
♦. - saw 
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saw you at the play, might he not surmise 
some nearer relationship?" 

" I think it very possible," said Mont- 
gomery, smiling; " particularly as my 
uncle is more polite and attentive to his 
niece than uncles usually are." 

The colonel laughed so immoderately, 
that for some minutes he was unable to 
reply; at length he- said— *" Now would I 
give fifty pounds to know, whether you 
have not hit the right nail on the, head; 
for, egad, when I reflect on his behaviour, 
I think it was rank raving jealousy. Every 
sentence he uttered was either ushered in 
or concluded with Miss Montgomery or 
her uncle, until, like Albert, he put me in 
a passion that made me explain— Egad, he 
was almost as bad as Lissardo in the Won* 
der, whose mind was so impressed with 
the name of his mistress, that when he 
gave the partridges to the cook, he said, 
' Boast, me those Florellasf nor should I 
have fcpen surprised to hear him exclaim, 
• Miss Montgomery has lost her hat and 
d 4 wig; 
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wig ;— oh, if this should be trae, what a glo- 
rious hole have' I got in his coat ! be shall 
never hear the last of it, as long as I live." 

" I only speak at hazard," returned 
Mrs. Stanhope, " as jealousy makes its 
possessors act in a very extraordinary 
manner." 

" I mean to invite him to pass a short 
time at Blackwood : Joseph here is ratter 
afraid for his sister, therefore we must act 
upon the defensive, until we are convinced 
he is as demure as himself, though, for »y , 
own part, I do not fear he will relapse.* 

" My good colonel, I honour at once 
the charity of your heart, and the prudence 
of your nephew ; nor would I put Miss 
Montgomery's peace to the hazard on any 
consideration. Frederic, in his person, is 
formed to please; but I am convinced 
mere outward advantages will never gain 
her heart; education, precept, and ex- 
ample, have raised her above such weak- 
er 

" Permit me, madam/' replug Albert, 

respectfully 
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respectfully kisdtng he* hand, u to thank 
you for her, and also for your opinion of 
those revered parents who formed her mind 
ill * manner deserving your approbation.* 
44 My poor Gertrude," continued Mrs* 
Stanhope* '^did not possess such an ad- 
vantage ; yet I have no doubt but I shall 
see her all my heart could wish ; her brain 
was heated, and her mind empoisoned with 
the romantic pursuits sbe was continually 
nriMbbig ; but her heart, I am convinced 
•4$ was ever pure and innocent; had it not 
been so, she would not have acted with 
that opeane&s and candour, wten, throwing 
herself in my arms, she related Berners 5 
tifeachery. Nay, the very avowal was suf- 
ficient to convince me thg$ the whole aflhir 
originated in her romantic flights, and the 
caftiessftgss of my sister; for though it was 
tattle With the uttoost contrition, she nei* 
tier Spdke of Berners with the emotion of 
giSfef b* Warmth of anger, that are un- 
dcmbfce# symptoms of affection. A request 
the $fefc tuade me to befriend his unhappy 
Victim, Miss Southern, corroborates thfe 
d5 &§»; 
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idea; for, in her pity for the poor girl, she 
forgets how much fcer weakness was ex- 
posed by his shewing that childish promise. 
To say the truth, she is dreadfully humi- 
liated by her brother's letter, but that time 
will wear off; and if Frederif answers my 
wishes, and the hope you give me, we 
shall yet be a family of peace." 

The colonel coincided in opinion with 
Mts. Stanhope, speaking highly of Ger- 
trude ; while, on the contrary, Montgomery 
looked through the window and remained 
silent. The conversation continued for 
some time, When Mrs. Stanhope informed 
them, that she meant to add a few lines 
to a letter Gertrude was writing, testify- 
ing her approbation of Frederic's present 
conduct. . 

" This amendment as yet is new," said 
she, " and we must cherish it ; should it 
continue, I hope it will become habitual." 

The colonel informed her, that he also 
should write to St. Austyn ; an* after a 
promise of dining at the Vale the vqsuing 
day, they bade hef toeweil. 

On 
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On his return home, the colonel sat 
dawn to perform his promise; his letter 
was characteristic of his disposition, at once 
humorous and replete with the goodness 
of his heart He pressed Frederic to join 
them, and Warmly congratulated him on 
his family being entirely reconciled to him. 
Montgomery entered as the colonel con- 
cluded his letter, and having at his request 
perused it, he said — " Have I your per- 
mission to add a few lines? I would wish 
St Austyn to be convinced that I bear 
him no enmity." 

" Do so," returned the colonel, " while 
in the meantime I take a turn in the gar- 
den to awaken me, for I am not fond of 
writing." 

Montgomery immediately added to the 
letter as follows: — 



"SIB, 

■ n** I will not plead any excuse for 
W few lines to my uncles letter; 
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for, a* I new considered yo* in your 
calmer moments my enemy, I flitter ■By- 
self yoo wift readily believe that I never 
was yours. If your conduct ww impe- 
tuous mine was not calculated to appease ; 
we therefore will mutually«bblitera*e tile 
past,* and consider our aequatntanee as 
eomtwencing from your fortunate meeting 
with my uncle, Who expect* your visit 
with impatience : nor will you be teas wel- 
come to the mm who will thmk himself 
honoured to be tmmbered among your 
friends. 

" AlSETIT MONTGOMERY." 



The same post carried St. Austyn 
friendly tetters from the Vate; that of 
Gertrude was contrite, yet cautiously ac- 
cusing Berners, fearful of involving her 
brother in contention, yet finally assuring 
him that she had given up 4tt acquain- 
tance with so unwwthy a man for ever. 
The addition of Mt& Stanhope ww awe 

explicit, 



* /* 



/ 








expKefc, as shfc waa informed of all that 
bad passed, paUiating her niece's form 
Oeoodiifeti Aid exptesaing be* 
> with her 1 presefrt Conjuritrg him 

in the path he had adopted, and 
ig him, in that case* of her feiend- 
~* I d»aoi invite yon at present to 
Vate," added Ae; (l the presence of 
Montgomery would render it un- 
/ < pleasant to both parties; but you will not 
•be less agreeably situated at Blackwood, 
where Gertrude and myself will frequently 
see you. Tfc the colonel you owe much 
ofefigatioit, for h» unwearied endeavours 
in your favour, and no less to his generous 
nephew, whose friendship you wffl do me 
pleasure, and yourself honour, by culti- 
vating." 

Though Frederic had proposed leaving 
England immediately* he lingered in the 
country for some days* in expectancy of a 
return to Wis letters, and at length received 
4hem^m kindness exceeding life most san- 
guine hqpea; yet nop so newly touched 

him 
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him as the few lines from Montgomery, 
which he perused with an emotion which 
he could not restrain. — " Gracious Hea- 
ven!" exclaimed he, "is this the man 
whose life I sought, and whose sister I 
endeavoured to reduce to shame, that thus 
generously steps forth in the hour of my 
humiliation with pardon and offered friend- 
ship—the man that might perhaps have 
added, but for that accursed Berners, the 
name of brother to that of friend ? Let 
me not reflect; the retrospection is too 
degrading for nature to suffer without 
anguish. — Never, never will I accept these 
invitations, till I am more satisfied with 
myself— till I can bear the presence of 
Montgomery, without shrinking at the 
comparison. Ah, in the meantime, Ma- 
rian will be lost to me for ever ; nay, she 
is lost, and all that remains is to bear with 
fortitude the ifcevitatye consequences of 
my folly." 

As soon as St. Austyn could .calm the 
agitation «f his*, spirits, be wrote to Ger- 
trude 
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trade vrith tenderness and brotherly kind- 
ness—to Mrs. Stanhope with contrition, 
but without servility — to the colonel' with 
the warmth of friendship and gratitude; 
but to reply to Montgomery was a far 
more difficult task ; frequently did he take 
up the pen, ^and as often. lay it down, 
dashing away an intruding tear, that in 
spite of manhood forced its way. 

,c How much easier is it," said he, " for 
Montgomery to offer pardon, than me to 
accept it ! but away false pride and shame 
— I did not blush to offer him an injury, 
let me not blush to make* the atonement." 
Then matching up the pen with a forced 
courage, he wrote as follows :— 



" SIR, 

" Yourconduct needs no excuse ; 
palliatives . are alone requisite for the of- 
fenders—forgiveness to the injured: yet 
you do me but justice in the belief, that 
in my reasonable moments I never could 

be 
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fete your enemy. Yott cattaay tehaviounr 
impetuous ; it was mom— it was uifttaattan 
and aaukwss, and deserved to the extent 
the p*m«fem<mt it tmawds For my meet* 
ing with&tonel OBfyen, it tfas indeed 
fortunate to me, and as stieh shall it eve* 
be remembered, thottgk P-must at the 
present decline his invitation, for reasons 
which, if knotvtv, I flatter myself you wouM 
approve ; yet, if eithfr himself or you 
would eoadescettdto favour me sometimes 
with a fetter, I dandidiy own it would not 
only add to my satisfaction, bat enable me 
to subwwt to a'ttoee year* banishment, 
which I have detetrained upon, m smh a 
proof of confident would, as it reconciled 
me to myself, flatter me that I might in 
time attain the* greatest happiness 1 can 
now aspire to— the deserved permission of 
signing myself 

« You* friend* 
< * V,-IShn Ami**** 



T^> Those 
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Those letteiv written, Frederic the en* 
suing morning took his fbneweil of the 
WkmAmJboase, leaving others with his old 
and faithful servant Jonathan, if any letters 
arrived, they should be remitted to him. 



CHAPTER V. 



Eapfanations-~I)ehrium* 

St. Austyn's lettors, when received at the 
Vale, concluded what had been so happily 
began by the colonel, making his entire 
peaoe with Mrs. Stanhope, who, as she 
became aaore interested for hiaa, wished 
with increased ardour, that he hud accepted 
Ate cofouel's invitation: even Montgo- 
mery's feats for his sister gave place to hk 
feefogs for Frederic; while Marian, aeshe 
spoke comfort to Gertrude, inserailfrp 

dropped 
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dropped a tear for bis former deviation, or 
smiled in the expectancy of these hopes 
being realised, with which she wished to 
inspire his sister. 

At length a letter arrived from captain 
Watson to the colonel, informing him, 
that Berners was so mu^h recovered as to 
be able to take an airing. This intelli- 
gence resolved Mrs. Stanhope to inform 
Gertrude of all that had passed ; which, 
though related with the greatest tender* 
ness, her mind, already wounded, was un- 
equal to bear, and for some days she was 
unable to leave her chamber. 

" Merciful Heaven !* said she, u my 
. dear Marian, should my imprudence have 
occasioned that bad man's death, or what 
is yet more dreadful, had my brother fallen, 
where could I have concealed myself froiri 
the opprobrium that must justly have fallen 
upon me, or from what is yet worse, the 
pangs of my own conscience ? The hii- 
raahity of Mrs. Stanhope and yourself 

prompts 
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prompts you to speak kindly to me ; but I 
fed you cannot esteem me. The colonel 
and your brother too* how despicable must 
I appear in their sight ! never, Marian, dare 
I lift my conscious eye towards the latter; 
he is too perfect to make allowance for 
such unjustifiable errors." 

w Indeed," replied Marian, "you wrong 
us all ; every one esteems, every one loves 
you ; and that no ill will accrue firoija this 
dliel, I rejoice for the sake of both par* 
ties" ..«-.- 

" For the safety of my dear Frederic* I 
return Heaven thanks," returned Ger- 
trude; "and also for that of Berners, 
whose death, by my means would have 
overcome me." 

•' I have no doubt you iftusfc have se- 
verely felt it" answered MaVian ; " yet I 
hope, after what has passed, no emotion 
beyond that of humanity would have a©? 
tuated you." 

H IX> not humiliate me, Marian, by the 
supposition; could you bear to con^Hier 

yourself 
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yourself the death of any one, however 
indifferent ? and though Berners perhaps 
was not always totally so to me," conti- 
nued she^ blushing, " yet the sight of the 
most noisome reptile is not so repugnant 
to me as the remembrance. If I have any 
judgment of my own heart, a love of ad- 
miration, and the folly of having so hand- 
some art admirer, first occasioned me to act 
so ridiculously: for even those emotions 
of kindness and anxiety which I feel jn 
common for my aunt and yourself, your 
uncle and Mr. Montgomery, I never ex- 
perienced for him t if he was present, I was 
mtdoobtedly pleased ; but if he was absent, 
my heart felt no void: yet, when oppor- 
tunity served, he bewildered my head with 
a rhapsody of romance, that made me in 
idea as great as any heroine I was ambi- 
tious to imitate. I tell you all my weak* 
ness, but do not despise me for it,* 

« Despise you ! w replied she, throwing 
her arms around her ; * Mrs. Stanhope is 
not more dear to me tbaa youi-self \ n 

Some 
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Some days after this conversation, as 
Gertrude, was slowly recovering the shock 
her spirits had received, Mr. Montgomery 
was seized with a fever, that gave the ut* 
most alarm to both families ; that of the 
Vale, in their anxiety for the sufferer, al- 
most constantly residing by day at Black* 
wood, employed either in the care of 
Montgomery, or that of endeavouring to 
sooth the colonel, whose grief, though of 
the silent kind, refused consolation : that 
of Marian was not inferior, hanging over 
the sickbed of her brother, taking little 
nourishment and less rest ; while Gertrude, 
regardless of her former fear and timidity, 
shared in the common uneasiness, dividing 
her attention with Marian's with equal 
sympathy, and almost equal anxiety. 

Mrs. Stanhope, though scarcely less con* 
ceroed, as Albert possessed her sincere 
friendship, had yet more command over 
her sorrow ; and assuming a composure sft* 
was far from feeling, she endeavoured to 

inspire 
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inspire hope, or in case of that failing, for- 
titude to bear the dreaded loss. 
s What rendered the situation of Albert 
more distressing, was the paroxysrtis of 
delirium that accompanied the fever; at 
which periods Mrs. Stanhope was frequent- 
ly obliged to use all her authority as well 
as persuasion to force Marian from his 
chamber. At other times, when exhausted, 
he was calm, his behaviour made them 
but the more sensible of the calamity which 
threatened them in the loss of so estimable 
a young man ; even speaking comfort to the 
colonel and his sister, expressing his grati- 
tude to Mrs. Stanhope and Gertrude, and 
assuring all his danger was not so great as 
their friendship suggested. 

One day, in the height of the fever, as 
Marian and the colonel were in Montgo- < 
gomery's chamber, in vain pressing him to 
take a draught that had been prescribed, 
Gertrude entered with Mrs. Stanhope, who 
added her entreaties to those of his sister 
aad uncle, but with as little success; for 

the 



d by Google 



ALBEttT. - 71 

the delirium wa* high, and though at 
other times he had a respect for her al- 
most bordering on veneration, yet his eyes 
now glared over her unheeded, and fixed 
on Gertrude with, a wildness at once pier- 
cing and expressive. — u Are you too," at 
length said he, " come to assist in giving 
me poison ?" 

u It is not poison — it is a draught, which 
the physician has the greatest hopes of 
being serviceable," answered Mrs. Stan- 
hope; "oblige your friends therefore by 
taking it." 

" Do 'you wish me to drink poison?" 
added he, not heeding her, and still fixing 
his eyes on Gertrude. 

" Speak to him, my love," said Mrs. 
Stanhope; "as he addresses you particu- 
larly, you perhaps may persuade him." 

Gertrude • took the cup, and approach- 
ing, said — " Will you not give ua the sa- 
tisfaction of drinking this? Indeed it is 
not disagreeable." 

" ]fo| disagreeable !" repeated he; "well 

then, 
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then, give me your hand, and you shall 
see bow well I can take poison when you 
request it." 

Gertrude trembled universally, but 
reaching out her hand, he clasped it in one 
of his, and with the other took the cup, 
and smiling, in an instant drank the con- 
tents. 

" There, are you satisfied now you have 
killed me? Go, I know your arts. Circe— + 
it is the same potion you gave to Berners; 
but," added he, throwing her hand from 
him, u my heart is invulnerable — neither 
your beauty nor philtres can reach it" 

Gertrude was oppressed almost to faint* 
ing; and Mrs. Stanhope, equally distress- 
ed for her, took her hand, and left the 
room. 

« There," continued Albert, " the end 
accomplished, she is gone — I knew it 
would be so— I was *ware of her artifices 
— sbe cannot make me a villain!" 

u For Heaven's sake, my beloved Al- 
beit," said Marian, weeping* " do not say 

such 
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such cf uel things — Gertrude is among the 
most innocent of human beings." 

" She is the sweetest girl in the world," 
exclaimed the colonel; " and you, my 
dear nephew, if well, would be the last to 
insult her." 

" I insult her!" replied Albert; " you 
mistake — I could not insult her; but I 
will not love her — there you must excuse 
me." 

The colonel and Marian soothed him, 
and in a short time he fell asleep, when 
both went in search of Mrs. Stanhope and 
Gertrude: drawing her aside, Marian said 
— " My dearest friend, forgive my poor 
brother; in his senses he is incapable of 
offending you— do not add your displea- 
sure to my sufferings." 

Gertrude embraced her — " What an 
unjust surmise !* answered she; " but in- 
deed, my dear Marian, however anxious 
for his recovery, I cannot again enter his 
chamber." 

Notwithstanding this declaration, Ger- 
vdL.m. e trude 
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trude was under the necessity of breaking 
her word, for Montgomery being ordered . 
to have the draught repeated, his delirium 
still remaining, absolutely refused, Mrs. 
Stanhope's entreaties being as much disre- 
garded as those of his own family, his eyes 
glaring round the apartment, without fix* 
ing on any particular object. 

" For the love of Heaven, madam, ask 
Miss St. Austyn to present it to him," said 
the colonel ; " he did not refuse her this 
morning; perhaps she might be equally 
successful now. She is so good, she will 
forgive " 

Mrs. Stanhope was distressed to make 
the request, but entreated Gertrude to 
overcome the fear that oppressed her, and 
consider the dreadful state of mind under 
which Montgomery laboured. — " I do not 
apprehend," said she, " that your persua- 
sions will have more weight than the rest ; 
but as the good colonel thinks so, I wish 
you to satisfy him." 

Gertrude immediately acquiesced, but 

felt 
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felt reluctance and dread on entering the 
chamber. Presenting the draught, she 
could not refrain her tears ; which Mont- 
gomery perceiving, he gazed on her for a 
moment with fixed attention, then snatch- 
ing the cup, drank the contents without 
uttering a word. 

This conduct, though merely the conse- 
quence of delirium, gave the colonel sus- 
picions of a different nature, which, how- 
ever, he communicated to no one ; but a 
few days after, Montgomery becoming 
more collected, he had the mortification to 
observe^ that in Gertrude's visits with Mrs. 
Stanhope, he paid her no more attention 
than to either his sister or her aunt. 



E2 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

StabiUty~~a bad Shot 

Though the violence of Montgomery's 
illness had abated; yet its effects for some 
time remained sufficiently to alarm the 
sisterly tenderness of Marian, who on no 
account would leave Blackwood till he 
was perfectly recovered. 

In the interval Mrs. Mosely with Bet- 
sey arrived, when the latter readily related, 
on being questioned by Mrs. Stanhope, all 
she had informed St. Austyn, though not 
a little shocked when she learned the com 
sequence. 

Gertrude, depressed on account of her 
brother, and wounded by the remembrance 
of the words that had escaped Albert in 

his 
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his delirium, felt a kind of reluctance in 
accompanying her aunt to Blackwood, and 
frequently excused herself, but usually, at 
the hour she returned, walked to meet her, 
and accompanied her home in the carriage. 
Mrs. Stanhope was perfectly aware of the 
cause, but trusting to time, in preference 
to persuasion, she left her to her choice. 
Marian was more affected, but knew not 
how to act : to disclose the reason to her 
brother was unavailing, as it was impossible 
for him to apologize without increasing 
Gertrude's confusion, as he might justly be 
supposed to be ignorant of what had passed 
in the height of his malady. 

One evening that she had excused her- 
self from attending Mrs. Stanhope, Mont- 
gomery being then nearly recovered, she 
took her book, and attended only by her 
dog, crossed the Park, where having waited 
some time without effect, she proceeded 
through a small copse that led to the high; 
road, w&ich she had nearly reached, when 
the dog barking violently, and running 
£ 3 among 
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among the bushes, attracted her attention. 
— " Fido ! Fido !" said she, sharply calling 
him, " if you hunt the rabbits, I will beat 
you severely 1 !" 

" Merciful to animals ! how is it possi- 
ble you can be inhuman to me?" exclaim- 
ed a man rushing from the inclosure, and 
placing himself across the path. " At 
length, however, thank Heaven! it presents 
an opportunity to inform my beloved Ger- 
trude how grossly she has been deceived 
respecting me — to assure tier of my faith, 
receive hers, or perish at her feet!" 

For a moment amazement fixed Ger- 
trude motionless, the book dropped from, 
her hand, and the name of Berners, inco- 
herently uttered, alone escaped her. 

" You have not then forgot the man who 
adores you ; you will hear him exculpate 
himself; you will not cast him off, without 
being certain that he does not deserve 
you." 

As he concluded he attempted to take 
her hand ; but recovering her surprise, she 

hastily 
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hastily drew back, saying — " Begone, sir ! 
it is worthy the rest of your character thus 
to bar my passage; no explanations are 
necessary — I am perfectly, satisfied.' 9 

Thus speaking, she endeavoured to pass 
him; but detaining her, he answered—* 
" Unjust and cruel! Do you then join to 
oppress me? I entreat, nay, I insist on 
being heard; you cannot be so totally 
changed, calmly to give up to despair the 
man who, in more happy days, you pro- 
mised to bless with the name of husband" 

"Hateful, detested remembrance I" ex- 
claimed she, struggling with him to re- 
lease herself : " If you have any thing to 
say, why not openly before my best friend, 
Mrs. Stanhope, instead of lurking like an 
assassin to betray the unwary ?" 

" Like an assassin ! n repeated he, colour- 
ing with resentment. 

"Yes, worse than the vilest assassin! 
Want may perhaps actuate them, but more 
despicable motives could alone influence 
you; therefore release me — lam not so 
*' e 4 . defenceless- 
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defenceless as you imagine ; I momentarily 
expect my friends." 

As she spoke, with a strong exertion she 
released her hand, and, with the loss of a 
piece of her muslin dress, fled as swiftly as 
Daphne from her pursuer. 

Too greatly alarmed to mind which way 
she took, she ran forward, and turning from 
the copse into the high road, the first ob- 
ject that struck her, at some distance, was 
Montgomery, walking pensively along, his 
eyes fixed on the ground. Timidity, pain- 
ful remembrance, and all she had ever felt 
at the sight of him, gave way to the terror 
of the present moment, and rushing to meet 
him, she clasped one of his arms with both 
hers. 

The whole was too sudden for him to 
guess the motive of ber alarm ; but a mo- 
ment after he had no cause for doubt, Ber- 
bers pursuing her from the inclosure, but 
with an exclamation, started back at sight 
of Montgomery. 

" Be composed, Miss St. Austyn," said 

Albert ; 
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Albert; " I will protect you with ray 
life." , 

* Do so then !" exclaimed Benzers, with 
frenzied vehemence, drawing a pistol from 
bis pocket; " infernal fiend ! that for ever 
bars my passage, were it to cost a soul in- 
stead of a life,, this to try if thou art in vul- 
nerable P 

As he spoke be fired; regardless of the 
situation of Montgomery, who was unable 
to use any precaution against his violence, 
being confined by the convulsive grasp of 
Gertrude.. 

A piercing scream, as the ball reached' 
them, alarmed Albert ; yet fearful of a re- 
petition,, he disengaged himself from the 
now-senseless Gertrude, arid pursued the 
villain, who* however plunged among the 
thickets,, and soon evaded his search. The 
whole was but the business of a few mi- 
nutes; aild returning to the roadj whftt 
was his alarm to find her, though reco- 
vering from insensibility, bathed in blood! 

* Merciful Heaven!* he exclaimed, a* 

e & he^ 
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he raised her, " is it possible the ball should 
have hit you? I flattered myself it had 
passed us, and that your cry was but the 
effect of fear. n 

" God," replied she, " directed it where 
it had the most right to fall. Oh, Mr. 
Montgomery, had it struck you, how much 
more dreadful !" 

" Struck me ! Oh, I could have borne 
it ! Would to Heaven it had ! but why do 
I waste time? for pity's sake tell me where 
you are wounded. I. fear your side; let 
no false delicacy withhold you; not my 
sister's life, honour, or happiness, are dearer 
to me than your own" 

" I am not perhaps so dangerously hurt 
as you apprehend," said she, raising her 
sleeve somewhat above her elbow, and dis- 
covering a wound that filled Albert with 
terror; but struggling to appear calm, 
though he trembled as if in the paroxysm 
of an ague, he tore his neckcloth, and with 
that and his handkerchief succeeded in 
stopping the blood. — " And now," said he, 

tenderly, 
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tenderly, " I know not how to act ; I dare 
not leave you to seek assistance, and the 
exertion of walking may be fatal." 

" I apprehend no danger but that dread- 
ful man's return, and conjure you to re- 
main with me; we will walk slowly; I 
expect Mrs. Stanhope momentarily." 

" Of him you need surely entertain no 
fear ; he is uncertain of the event, and his 
first care will doubtless be to secure him- 
self. But you are pale and fainting, and 
I can by no means relieve you." 

" Seat me on the bank/' said she — " I 
shall soon be better: but look behind you 
—who knows — Heaven forbid I should 
occasion you any injury! for myself it 
may Tbe a proper expiation.'* 

Overpowered, her head sunk on Mont- 
gomery's shoulder, and for some minutes 
she remained insensible. In a state of an- 
guish not to be expressed he supported her, 
and chafed her temples, until she at length 
began to revive. 

" Indeed I am very sick," said she ; 
e6 " should 
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u should I <Jie, I own the justice of my 
punishment. Do not forget to be a friend 
to my poor brother; indeed we have botji 
acted unpardonabiy." ^ 

u Do not speak thus," returned he— 
" you, I trust, have many happy years in 
store ; and for Mr. St Austyn, nothing 
shall be neglected on my part to gain his 
esteem. Would to Heaven our acquain- 
tance had commended at an earlier period, 
and not under such disadvantages as Ma- 
rian and myself then laboured !" 

u Then, perhaps, Marfan had been my 

sister,? said Gertrude, innocently. " Oh, 

how happy would such an event have 

made me ! Frederic, I am convinced, will 

yet act in a^manner to deserve her; and 

* if she could esteem him, you would not 

surely be his enemy ?" 

y Gertrude's weakness visibly increased, 

\ and overwhelmed Montgomery with alarm; 

\ yet to leave her was impossible, and he al- 

^fc roost dreaded to see her die for want of 

assistance. 

u Indeed, 
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" Indeed, Mr. Montgomery," said she, 
observing the uneasiness that marked his 
features, "you are too much alarmed; I 
am undoubtedly in pain, but even in your 
presence I have suffered far more than at 
this moment." 

" In my presence !" returned he ; "I 
never 'had the misfortune to see you in 
pain before." 

" You form a very erroneous judgment 
then of what passed in my mind the morn- 
ing we met at Mrs. Mosely *s " 

" I had forgotten it," returned he, con- 
fusedly ; " why .will you remember it?" 

At that moment, to the great satisfac- 
tion of both parties, Mrs. Stanhope's car- 
riage, though at some distance,, appeared in 
sight. '* 

" Meet my aunt, Mr. Montgomery," 
said Gertrude; " my presence in this situ- 
ation might alarm her; tell her I am 
slightly wounded— it will be time enough'.'.-" 
for particulars when we reach home." 

Albert would not leave her until the 

coach 
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coach was within the distance of a few 
yards, whAi stopping it, in as cautious a 
manner as possible, he informed Mrs. Stan- 
hope of what had happened. Though 
alarmed, she endeavoured to conceal it; 
and Gertrude being helped into the car- 
riage, Montgomery followed. On their 
reaching home, surgical assistance being 
procured, it was found that a ball had 
passed through her arm ; but as the wound 
was merely in the flesh, no danger was ap- 
prehended. This information was a con- 
siderable relief to Mrs. Stanhope, and not 
less so to Albert. 

" My niece," said she, " as soon as the 
wound was dressed, dismissed the servants, 
and informed me, that Berners surprised 
her in the copse, as she was coming to 
meet me ; he attempted to detain her — she 
fled ; and had she not providentially met 
you, Heaven knows what might have been 
the consequence !" 

" Indeed !" returned Albert — " I regard 
mvself in great measure the cause of Miss 

St. 
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St. Austyn's misfortune — the blojv was 
evidently intended for me. Hendoubtless 
meant by his thus privately stealing an 
opportunity to see her alone, to attempt to 
exculpate himself; for that even he could 
be villain enough premeditately to design 
her death, I cannot believe." 

" I think him vile enough for any act 
of desperation, but know not how to pro- 
ceed: the servants think the wound re- 
ceived from a common robber, and 1 am 
loath to undeceive them, as the business 
could not be canvassed without entering 
into explanations I would wish to avoid ; 
yet, to let such a wretch escape is impru- 
dent, as my fears are equal for Gertrude 
and yourself." 

" Do not bestow a thought on me, I 
conjure you, madam ; I am convinced he 
will not be forward to attack me ; the affair 
of to-day appeared the effect of madness 
and disappointment; and as he must, I 
think, be certain of Miss St. Austyn's de- 
termination, 
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termination, perhaps may cease his perse- 
cution." 

u We will consult the colonel to-mor- 
row," replied Mrs. Stanhope. " I will 
now bid you good-night — my presence 
may be useful to* Gertrude." 



CHAPTER VIL 



Explanation^Disappointment — and 1 
Departure: 

It remains now to account for Berners' 
sudden appearance before Gertrude, in 
little more than two months after his re* 
ceiving his wound from Frederic, and from 
the consequent weakness arising from* 
which he! had scarcely recovered. It has 
been before observed, thattheJoss of blocxfc 
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he had sustained was his greatest danger ; 
but the ball removed, and a favourable 
opinion given by the surgeons, his spirits 
began to revive, and cursing the medical 
man that first attended him for a croaking 
blockhead, he bitterly regretted his own 
folly in giving up Gertrude's engagement 
It is certain* death considered at a dis- 
tance, and death considered as near, had 
totally a different aspect to Berners. In 
his hours of joUity and merriment, he had 
derided and/scofljbd at the idea ; but when 
he heard the surgeon's decision, and felt 
a weakness he was unaccustomed to, his 
spirits failed, and he appeared willing to 
make what little restitution \ya£ in his 
power. Fortunately captain Watson was 
present at the moment, or in all proba- 
bility he had never obtained it ; for in the 
evening of the ensuing day, the remem- 
brance of having resigned it vexed him so 
severely as to increase his fever; and he 
did not scruple to swear that advantage 

had 
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had been taken of his weakness to influ- 
ence him to give it up. 

Revenge was one of the most marking 
traits of his character, and as his health 
returned, he resolved to gratify it at any 
expence. He well knew Gertrude must 
be incensed against him ; but such was the 
vanity that possessed him, and such the 
opinion he had of women, that he had no 
doubt, if he could once see her, that at- 
tacking her in her romantic flights, he 
could persuade her to believe what he 
pleased. — " fh spite of them all," said he, 
as he revolved on the subject, " she shall 
be mine. The pride of Mrs. Stanhope 
will at all events make ample provision. 
By my soul ! the possession of the girl, 
handsome as she is, will not give me half 
the gratification, as triumphing over their 
paltry prudent schemes. If even, as I 
have sometimes suspected, she may have 
taken a whim for that accursed Mont- 
gomery, I cannot fear a rival so little cal- . 

culated 
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culated to contend with me for a woman's 
favour." 

With such ideas he waited impatiently 
untilhis health became sufficiently strength- 
ened to enable him to go abroad ; but as 
more money than he possessed was abso- 
lutely necessary to put his scheme in exe- 
cution, he resolved to sell his commission ; 
and that the more willingly, as he per- 
ceived (doubtless from the accounts they 
had received from Watson) that the offi- 
cers of his corps treated him with a re- 
strained and cold civility. His arrange- 
ments completed, he set off for the Vale, 
resolved to find some opportunity to see 
Gertrude alone, and by the dint of effron- 
tery and falsehood, persuade her she had 
been deceived; and finally to spare no 
pains to influence her to accompany him 
to Scotland. 

For some time before his meeting with 

her, he had taken up his residence at fesmall 

public-house about three miles distant, 

. and where he, to his great astonishment, 

learnt 
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learnt the present situation of Montgo- 
mery ; which, added to the intimacy that 
was spoken of between his family and that 
at the Vale, could leave no doubt even in 
the breast of Berners of their respectability 
and honour. The recollection of what had 
passed between himself and Albert, had 
ever been a barbed arrow in his heart, and 
now acquired redoubled poignancy, from 
the reflection that in all probability he was 
the primary cause of the change in Ger*. 
trade. Resolved however not to be ea- 
sily foiled, he devised numberless schemes 
to speak to her; hut all proved abortive, 
and he had watched in the environs of 
the park every evening for near a fort- 
night before that in which he unfortunately 
surprised her in the copse. 

He had resolved to attack her in the 
strain he concluded most pleasing to her ; 
but her changed manner convinced him he 
had nothing to expect either from her love, 
or that romantic folly he had fbrmeriy im- 
posed upon. Stung* with the contemptuous 

manner 
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manner in which she treated him, and 
driven even to frenzy by the unexpected 
presence of Montgomery, he did not he- 
sitate to venture all for revenge ; though, 
as Albert truly surmised, he had no design 
of that nature against Gertrude. 

The direction of the ball, and the pier- 
cing cry that escaped her, however, made 
him conjecture what had happened ; and 
giving way to the dread of the moment, 
he rushed into the copse, and without 
waiting to learn the event, returned to his 
inn, took post-horses, and with the ut- 
most speed reached Southampton, from 
whence he embarked for Jersey, and from 
thence to France. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Female Secrets — Suspickms— Doubts— 
and Diffidence. 

Albert, on leaving Mrs. Stanhope, re- 
turned home, where, though he related 
what had passed in the most cautious man* 
ner, it could not fail to alarm his uncle 
and sister; the latter of whom, advanced 
as it was in the evening, set off for the 
Vale, insisting on taking her usual place 
in the same chamber with Gertrude ; the 
gentlemen only making their inquiries, 

^SMi returning immediately. 

as&ffr"" At an early hour the ensuing morning, 

the colonel proposed to send to inquire 

after Miss St Austyn. < 

.... " I have already been there, sir," replied 

* Albert; 
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Albert; " she has passed a quiet night, 
aiid is free from fever." 

" Thank God! thank God!" answered 
the colonel : u But, zooks, you have been 
even an earlier riser than usual! and if I 
may judge by your countenance, you have 
not passed a very quiet night." 

" I did not," returned Montgomery— 
" the confusion of my mind broke my 
rest; but the ride to the Vale early has 
greatly relieved me." 

" It was lucky," returned the colonel, 
"that you walked that way last night; 
though you was confounded complaisant, 
for you never mentioned your intention 
to either Marian or me." 

" I did not know it myself; my spirits 
have not yet shaken off the effects of my 
illness, and I walked forward without 
scarcely knowing whither, insensible of all 
that surrounded me, till I saw Miss St. 
Austyn; nor should that scoundrel have 
had time for his infernal attempt, had not ; 

surprise 
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surprise for a moment deprived me of ng£ 
recollection." 

On a consultation held the following 
day with Mrs. Stanhope, it was resolved 
to make a strict though private search after 
Berners ; but as he had taken the precau- 
tion to leave the country, it was una- 
vailing. 

In about a month Gertrude left her 
chamber, and had been able to quit it 
some days before, had not the remem- 
brance of what had passed given her a 
kind of dread of the first meeting with 
the colonel and Albert. Mrs. Stanhope, 
however, seeing no real bause for a longefr 
confinement, informed her she should not 
debar herself of her company in her amuse- 
ments at home, or walks abroad. 

On Gertrude's first meeting With the 
colonel and Albert; the former, with af- 
fectionate warmth, said — " Pardon me, 
madam, if I welcome your return among 
us in my old-fashioned way ; I understand 

none 
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jpne of your far-fetched modern congratu- 
lations, and think an honest kiss worth a 
thousand of them*" 

The bluntness of the colonel, though it 
occasioned a momentary confusion, in some 
measure relieved her from more painful 
sensations, until he added, still holding her 
hand — " There's -Albert now, I suppose, 
will begin to cheer up a little-, for with a 
face as long as my leg, he has been but a 
sorry companion for this last month." 

Gertrude's confusion, though great at 
this speech, was nearly equalled by that of 
Montgomery, who, after a short silence, 
implied — " I pleafl guilty to the charge, 
sir; for my spirits, exhausted by a long 
illness, were scarcely equal to the scene 
I was witpes* to ; and I must ever take 
shame to£|frself, for being so poor a cham- 
pion, as ijp^uffer a lady to be wounded, 
and I e#af>e unhurt" 

" We will omit that circumstance," re- 
plied Mrs. Stanhope, laughing, " when we 
write your adventures* and, (Apropos, if 

vol. in. - P you 
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you are not "better engaged, you may as 
well pass the afternoon with us : I wish to 
talk to the colonel respecting Frederic. 
In the interim, * if more agreeable, Marian 
and Gertrude may walk — you will be their 
escort ; but I could wish them not to leave 
the park." 

, Some time after the ladies, accompanied 
by Montgomery, left them, the colonel 
had complained of his spirits, but he had 
now no symptoms of depression, and with 
Marian endeavoured by all possible means 
to enliven Gertrude, who, before they re± 
turned, was cheerful and more familiar 
with him than usual. # 

They found the colonel and Mrs, Stan- 
hope conversing of Frederic, the uncer- 
tainty respecting whose situation gave her 
considerable uneasiness. 

" I purpose going to town in a short 
time," said the veteran, " and will, during 
my stay, make every possible inquiry if 
any of his acquaintance are informed of 
his route; I can the more easily accom- 
* P»ish 
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piish this, ag I know something of Wat- 
son: but in the meantime both Albert 
and myself will not neglect to write to 
him, addressed to hi* seat in Yorkshire." 
41 If he 'had no improper companion, I 
should suppose concealment unnecessary/ 9 
answered the lady; " if he has, his amend- 
ment is a mere evasion," 

The entrance of tea made the conver- 
sation universal; and after having passed 
a social evening, the party separated. As 
Marian and Gertrude were undressing, the 
former said—-" I think I have made a dis- 
covery, my dear Gertrude, but know not 
whether to rejoice or grieve at it — you 
aJbn? can set me at peaee in that point." 

"Disclose it then," replied she ; * if ydur 
peaee depends on me, I fancy you need 
not despair-" 

" Well then, honestly, and in sober sad- 
ness, I think Albert loves you.* 

« Loves me I—what a ridiculous idea! 

No, no, Marian, I am too much sunk in 

F 2 his 
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bis opinion, and too much lessened in my 
own, to inspire him with love." 

w I am convinced my uncle thinks as 
I do; indeed, he first gave me the hint: 
Albert's behaviour in the fever gave rise 
to his suspicions, and his melancholy dur- 
ing your illness confirmed them." 

u His behaviour during his fever rather 
proves how meanly he thinks of me. Did 
he not upbraid me with Berners? Indeed, 
Marian, if I thought he remembered it, I 
could not bear to see him ; nay, as it is, 
his presence always gives me pain-* 

" Poor Albert !" said Marian. 

M Rather say, poor Gertrude ! I somer 
times think that if I had acted more pru- 
dently, lie might have esteemed me, for at 
all times he has treated me with kindness 
and attention; but love, Marian, I dare 
say, never entered his head ; and for me, 
I give you my word I will never marry ." 

w Heigh-ho Taaid Marian, laughing, 
u no more will I, while my present hu- 
mour 
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mour holds ; but I cannot say what change 
might take place, if a man formed to my 
liking was to put on his best looks and 
best behaviour, and ask me the question." 

" And that man, my brother," said Ger- 
trude: "oh, Marian, you cannot doubt 
he loves you ?" 

" Indeed, but I can, unless running away" 
from me be a proof of love: has not my 
uncle, Mrs. Stanhope, and even Albert, 
joined to invite him into this country ? 
and has he not declined it T 9 

" Do not think cheaply of him on that 
account, my dear Marian, until we learn 
his real motive, which is, I dare say, the 
contracted state of his finances. I do not 
think your brother would be his enemy, 
if he was found deserving, and I hope 
you would generously forget the past. 
With what satisfaction and pride should I 
acknowledge my sister !" 

" Can you devise no other means of 

making me such?" replied -Marian. "To 

eonfess the truth, I think Albert a man 

F S that 



/ 
/ 



4 



iby Google 





V 



103 ALBERT, 

that any woman might pass hefe life witt* 
in tolerable comfortv" 

u What a word have you chosen P Said 
Gertrude, " I am convinced, if ever Mr. 
Montgomery marries, his wife will be 
more than tolerably contfortable, unless i% 
is her own fault." 

" And yet, were he to offer, you would 
refuse him ?" 

" From one simple cause, Marian ; I da 
not deserve him : but believe lne I neve*?5/* 
shall be put to the trial; Youif teacher 
merits a woman fifee from those follies that 
have disgraced me. I esteem him above 
all men; bat I dare not venture to love 
him." 

" I should not have said a word on the 

affair," returned Marian, " were I not 

convinced that Mrs* Stanhope esteems 

^Albert; and that to see you hds nieces 

ould be the extent of the colonel's 

wkhes," 

" Why will you, my dear Marian, 
speak thus ? I agree with you that such 

an 
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an event might be pleasing to both the 
* colonel and my aunt, because they wish 
me happy; but I am far from thinking it 
would be so to your brother. Remember 
every thing he has said respecting mar- 
riage, and then you will not for a moment 
hesitate to own he can have no thoughts 
of me." 

* Well, time will discover; I can only 
wish him success wherever he fixes his 
heart ; and if you have any friendship for 
me, I hope you will say ametf " 

" Heartily," answered Gertrude; " yet 
in the narrow circle of our acquaintance,^ 
there is no woman I think calculated to> . 
make him happy. You may recollect he 
one day said, that he had a dash of the ro- 
mantic in his ideas of love; did you not 
observe how animated he looked while he 
said so?" «•„ 

"Not I, indeed," returned Marian; 

" he has been a good son and an excellent 

brother, two strong recommendations to* 

wards making a good husband; and as His 

E 4 fortune 
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fortune will now be affluent, should he 
offer to share it with you, if you refuse 
him, I protest I will not only quarrel with 
you myself, but persuade the colonel to 
do the same." 

" I fancy I may venture that risk," re- 
turned Gertrude; " your partiality for 
me, Marian, makes you too clear-sighted — 
you have kindly wished such an event 
until you believe it real." 

" You would think as I do if you had 
the smallest grain of partiality for him," 
answered Marian ; " but he is so indifferent 
to you, that you do not even notice it. I 
confess that he is not handsome, but— — " 
" Not handsome!" interrupted Ger- 
trude ; " he is the most elegant man lever 
saw in my life ; and if expressive features, 
fine eyes, hair, and teeth, do not constitute 
beauty, pray what does ?" 

" He is not fair," said Marian ; " his 
features are not regular, and he is marked 
with the smallpox." 

" Every one of those defects, as you ap- 
pear 
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pear to think them, are in my idea im- 
provements to the whole. No, no, Ma- 
rian, there is no fault to he found with his 
person any more than with his mind." 

This conversation continued until they 
retired to bed, where Marian soon felL 
asleep; but she had awakened some 
thoughts in the breast of Gertrude that 
she could not immediately banish. A 
number of till then unnoticed circum- 
stances arose to corroborate Marian's sus-^ 
picions ; but they were balanced by so 
many contrary ones, that she was forced 
to relinquish the idea.—" At least, if he 
does love me," said she, mentally, M he 
cannot respect me; and love without esteem 
is a poor ingredient toward happiness, and 
what his understanding will never stoop 
to acknowledge." 

With such reflections she at* length 
dropped asleep, weary with conjecture, 
and on the whole more satisfied with Mont^ 
gomery than herself. 

E5i CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A Secret dl8c(toet'e&—a Female Ufttoth4 
Mdchin^k^ofherotMlteart. 

A DiscoufiSE of somewhat the same na- 
ture hftd, in the meantime, taken place be* 
fween the colonel and Albert after supper, 
" Until this mornings" aaid the former* 
* tvhaterer has passed, I always thought 
you a lad of spirit; but you have given me 
|| 4 convincing proof I was deceived/' 
B " I am sorry for it, but how it wa&pos* 

sible I could forfeit that character this 
mornifig, is td me iricorflprehemible." 

" Why, by fcot following the good ex- 
ample I set you, in saluting Miss St. Aus- 
ty n. I dare say the gud thought you a con- 
founded fool! 

" The 
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"The liberty, in you, sir, might be per* 
, taitted." 

" Why Mrs. Stanhope, lam convinced,, 
would have thought nothing about it * 
You are plaguy conscientious, to be sure, 
and let that reward you ; but to stand like 
an Egyptian mummy, when you might 
without offence have given the girl a kiss,. 
is behaviour^eyond my comprehension." 

* To salute Miss St. Austyn, sir," re- 
plied Albert, " is a freedom I should not 
choose to attempt, lest I should be justly 
neptilsed* 

" Repulse the devil ! Thad not patience 
at the time, nor can I think of it with any, 
to see a fellow, 4 most s * x feet' high, stand' 
gaping like a mutfe, and longing for a kiss ^ -\i 
he has not courage to take." ' f< 

"Are you quite certain that was my si- 
tuation, sir?" replied Albert, laughing. 

"* Yes, sir, quite positive. Look ye, Al- 
bert, it is tio use to deny it — I forgive you 
all, if you will confess the truth ; though 
that confirmation is not now necessary to .. 
e & convince 
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convince me that you love Gertrude ; no 
prevarication — for once to the pointy and 
own I am right.* 

" You are peremptory, sir,* said Mont- 
gomery ; u but, even granting ;you judge 
truly, what have I to hope ?" i "X 

" All that fortune and beauty canbe- 
stow," returned the colonel. 7 To the first 
you want no addition ; htvM the woman 
you can love, and leave the means to me; 
and should that woman be fJertrude St. 
Austyn, where can you emp^ her fortune 
better than in repairing the«phattered one 
of her brother?" . A> 

" My generous uncle," said Albert, " it 
would indeed be unpardoifeble to have any 
concealments from you ; Jmt, in this case, 
though perhaps your surmises are just, yet 
I have scarcely suffered rfiyself to think of 
it." 

« Why not?' said the colonel; " if you 
love the girl, arid respect her family, what 
would you have more?" 

"Her 
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" Her heart, sir ; without that, I am too 
capricious to be satisfied." 

u Why, zounds ! now you will put me 
m a passion. Would you have her com e and 
make you the offer ? Could you have a 
stronger proof than her throwing herself 
into your arms when she fled from Ber* 
ners?" 

" -It wa$ 4 n ^eed, a proof* of her- confix 
dence in me ; but would she not have act* 
ed the same, in her alarm,, to any other 
person whom she might have chanced to 
meet?" 

" At leafct," said the colonel, " it has en- 
tirely destroyed all idea of her retaining 
any partiality for that scoundreL" 

^Perhaps it ha&; but I dare not infer; 
from thence that she can love me ; I will 
candidly own,.that^ assured as I am of your 
approbation, I should not despair of Mrs. 
Stanhope's.. Miss St. Austyn, . humiliated 
on account of Betters, and eager to shew 
her gratitude to ha? excellent aunt, might 
perhaps not refuse me i nay, even her af- 
fection. 



d by Google 



110 ALBERT?. 

fectioa for Marian might assist to influence 
her, and yet her heart never enter the 
compact* Pardon me, siiy I know you. 
tvill think me romantic ; but I must owe 
more to love than duty,, though I would 
not accept the one unaccompanied by the 
other." 

" There is my hand,*' said the colonel t 
"act as you please — I have^io more. to 
say. I don't think. I shall ever quarrel with, 
you again." 

"And now,, sir," said Albert^ " as you 
have discovered the true state of my heart,, 
will you add to your goodness by disclos- 
ing it to Mrs. Stanhope ? if she thinks it 
improper, I will endeavour to relinquish, 
the idea ; if, on the contrary, she conde- 
scends to favour me, beg for the present, 
the whole may be a secret from Miss St. 
Austyn and Marian : if I succeed, which* 
I can scarcely hope, let me owe all to affec- 
tion.* 

"And how many years do you think it - 
may take to surmount all your doubts,: 

* fears, , 
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fears, and the thousand etceteras they na- 
tittaHy beget?* 

*■ Need I say, ftiir, I should be happy,, if 
they were this ihstant satisfied." 

" And while you are weighing every 
word,, action, and look of the poor girl's, in: 
a golden balance, what would you say if 
some fine spirited fellow should step in 
and snap het up ?* 

" I should congratulate myself on my 
hesitation, sir; I can never submit to be a 
secondary object with the woman I love*" 
, "All this may be very clever, fine, and: 
rotttantic; but, hang me if there is not 
more dense in two old-fashioned lines, that 
I will icepeat, than in the whole farrago- — 

" Happy is the wQoing 
fhat is not long a-doing." 

However, take your own way, I shall not 
interfere further than you have commis- 
sioned me : for the present, I will only 
drink to your success in a bumper, apd 
wish you pleasant dreams*" 

On 



d by Google 



119 ALBERTS 

On the enduing morning, at an- early* 
hour, the colonel rode to the Vale alone ^ * 
finding the opportunity he desired, he dis- 
closed the wishes of his nephew to Mrs* 
Stanhope, though not without some sharp 
expressions against his folly, in wishing to 
protract a declaration, and concealing his? 
love for Gertrude. 

" Indeed, my good 1 friend,'* replied; 
Mrs. Stanhope, "Mr* Montgomery pos- 
sesses a little more of the romantic in his* 
disposition than I expected ; though I can* 
not blame his wish of being assured of 
Gertrude's affection, yet I know not how^ 
that discovery is to be made. I truly be- 
lieve, the thought of acting agreeably ta 
my wishes would have great influence with 
her, and therefore the more readily enter 
into his opinion, for I will never, as I 
before observed, recommend any party; 
in a subject in which her happiness is so 
nearly, concerned, she must choose for 
herself. Mr. Montgomery will therefore 
visit us with you as usual ; he has my.good 

wishes • 
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wishes for his success; but if he gains her, 
it must be entirely by his own merit, with- 
out my interference." 
. Charmed with having carried his point, 
the colonel returned the most rapturous 
thanks to Mrs. Stanhope, saying, as he left 
her — " By my life, madam ! if this event 
should fortunately take place, I shall be 
the happiest old fellow in England ; you 
know how anxiously I have wished to see 
him married, and like a good lad, he has. 
fixed his heart just where I could have 
wished it.* 

After the colonel's departure, Mrs. Stan- 
hope remained for some time reflecting oa 
what had passed : she bid made the same 
observation respecting Albert's behaviour 
as the colonel, though she bad never ven- 
tured the most distant hint concerning it. 

These reflections wereTSrokeh upon by 
the entrance of Gertrude and Marian, 
when, after a short conversation, observing 
the spirits of the former were better than 
usual, she said—" I am rejoiced, my dear 

Gertrude* 
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Gertrude, to see you regain a cheerfulness 
that will add not only to my happiness^ 
but your own; You also, Miss Montgo- 
mery, though never subject to depression, 
appear more lively than common ; if not 
intruding, may I ask what has interested 
you this morning T 9 

u Nothing, madam," replied Marian, 
laughing, " except that 1 have been en- 
gaged in a very deep debate with Miss St. 
Austyn respecting matrimony ." 

* Matrimony P repeated Mrs. Stanhope, 
surmising they had seen the colonel, "and 
pray what was the result of your delibera- 
tion ?" 

"That Miss St. Austyn has made, I 
will not say a vow, but a promise of cell* 
bacy ; while, on the contrary, I dare make 
no protestations, lest I should break them." 

" It is indeed the most prudent me- 
thod* I well remember, at somewhat more 
than Gertrude's age, making a similar re- 
solution, but am a living proof of the ver- 
satility of s\ich declaration^" 

"Had 



d by Google 



ALBERT, 115 

c# Had not the gentleman who occasion* 
ed such a change deserved it, I am con- 
vinced my aunt never would have selected 
him; the promise was therefore more 
honoured in the breach than the observe 
ance." 

" I thank you, my love, for that com* 
pliment to my dear Mr. Stanhope's me* 
mory: it indeed deserves a tribute that 
I have not wortli to express, but engraven 
on the tablet of my heart, its characters 
are indelible. Nay, never look serious, my 
good girls; to see yoti cheerful and happy 
toakes me so : therefore, if no infringement 
on your mutual confidence, tell me from 
what your conversation siose.'^ 

u From some obs^vafions ¥oth my 
urfcle and myself have made, respecting 
Albert— I communicated them to Miss 
St Austyn, as the person principally con- 
cerned, but she absolutely refuses to be- 
lieve & word of the matter;* 

" Indeed* my dear madam, this wild 

girl 
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girl has made me feel* so ridiculously, that 
I shall be ashamed to meet either Mr. 
Montgomery or the colonel" 

" That, my love, would be an unpardon- 
able weakness, and only a tacit declaration 
of your having heard such a report. Ma- 
ria^ notwithstanding her gaiety, is sincere- 
ly your friend, and I am convinced would 
not express a thought to wilfully give you 
pain. The colonel's suspicions, doubtless, 
arise merely from his wish to see his ne- 
phew married ; and those of Marian, from 
the partiality she entertains for you." 

* Yet, madam, erf all men to suspect 
Mr. Montgomery* shj^ild be attached to 
me, when he is acquainted with my errors, 
is surpassing belief." 

" Really,'" replied Mrs. Stanhope, " I 
can form no opinion in so uncertain a bu- 
siness, and only entreat you not to appear 
conscious of having heard it, as it would 
be a mutual restraint on. both Mr. Mont- 
gomery and yourself!* 

"But 
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* But if it should be so, my dear ma- 
dam, would you not condescend to be my 
poor Albert's friend ?" 

" I can never be otherwise in what con- 
cents himself, but supposing it as you 
imagine in respect to Gertrude, she alone 
must decide: Mr. Montgomery is, doubt- 
less, an amiable young man, but it is very 
possible she may meet with some other 
more calculated to please her ; his expec- 
tances are also as great as prudence could 
require, but I have already told her, for- 
tune is to be thrown out of the scale; 
with a man her reason and heart can ap- 
prove, we have moreL ^than Sufficient for 
happiness, though not for the idle page- 
antry of magnificence." 

" Oh, madam," said Gertrude, " if ever 
it is necessary that I should marry, the 
man whom you approve shall be my choice. 
I have j udged once erroneously, and dare 
not hazard another trial: but it is time 
enough to talk of such subjects ; even you, 
my dear ^unt, was, 1 think, you told me 

in 
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your twenty^third year when you married 
Mr. Stanhope." 

" I was, but we were old acquaintance, 
and it had long been my fixed resolution, 
if ever I married, he should be my choice; 
hut some family disputes protracted our 
union until the period I mentioned." 

■* Pardon me, madam," answered Ger- 
trude, * though I never heard the subject 
but slightly named, yet I believe it was 
not quite agreeable to your parents." 

" Yon are perfectly right ; and as I dare 
sfty you have some little furiosity, bring 
your work into the musis-nooni, md totRe 
best of my itemembrance I will relate to 
y<ro the principal events of my life/' 

Marian and Gertrude entreated they 
might not trouble her to recall subjects, 
the remembrance of which time had soft- 
ened ; • but waving their excuses, they were 
no sooner seated than she begem her nar- 
rative. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Mrs. Stanhope'* Narrative—an eccentric 
: Character \ or Nature bqfhre JEduca* 
tion. 

" I must begin by informing you, that in 
my infancy, possessed of a strong consti- 
tution and excellent spirits, I was not one 
of the most tractable characters. My fa- 
ther used to declare, ten times a+tlay, that 
nature meant me for a boy, and as fre- 
quently my mother was shocked almost to 
feinting at my robustness ; add to this, a% 
I increased in years, an inclination to ri* 
dicule, and a warmth of temper which no- 
thing eould restrain, at the idea of insult 
offered either to myself or others. In 
short, I* was a sort of universal champioA 

to 
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to all those I considered dependent, not 
only of human creatures, but animals; un- 
dauntedly braving anger, and even punish- 
ment, where I thought I was acting con* 
sistently with my notions of equity. 

" Your mother's temper, Gertrude, was 
more feminine, and education had increas- 
ed it ia some instances to almost weak- 
ness. In the winter it was necessary to 
know which way the wind blew before she 
went out ; and in summer, the cool of the 
morning, or after sun-set, was the only- 
time she was permitted to walk ; while, on 
the contrary, the freezing \vind or scorch- 
ing sun was equal to me ; nothing but ab- 
solutely locking me in my apartment could 
restrain me; notwithstanding this dispo- 
sition, a love of books, and an ambition to 
^cultivate some of the fine arts, were my 
chief delight and study. 

" My father, second son to an earl, and 
my mother of equal rank, family pride 
was among our other household foibles, 
and to which my sister conformed with a 

much 



d by Google 



much bettet grace than myself} and I ear* 
well recollect being severely punished when 
about the age of ten, tot *ii oiFenoe of- 
fered the family anus of my grandfather. 
My mother bad formed the design of 
having' them eaibrokier&l oft satin, and 
the task being a&igned ib#, I was by" no' 
flwans pleased* as needtewotk WW not 
among the number of my ftrotutkar amuse- 
ments. One day that I was embroidering, 
my sister, who was two years younger tteati 
myself, asked me, among a number of other 
questions, * how uiy grandfather came to 
have griffins for s&pporters ?* Tilled with- 
wtttky lansWftfed, f that he? had slain tWo* 
of those ftionstetfs in delivering a b&mtiM 
princess from the enchantment of a dread- 
fid giant, for which valiant deed 1 be had* 
been allowed to bear them on his escut- 
cheori^—Some mote infbrfrvatioa equally 
ridiculous completed the bas&iess ; and 
hartirtg greatly interested Marian Who 1 Was 
distractedly fond; o£ feiry tatesj- die lost itt* 
time ia^»qpiesting jny nlother to^late th* 
m. g whole 
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whole of this wonderful adventure. The 
conclusion was, however, reserved for me: 
the falsehood I had used, and which alone 
ought to have been my accusation, was 
never mentioned, but entirely forgotten ihf 
the heinous crime pf ridiculing the family 
monsters. To expiate this, I was sentenced 
tp a fortnight's confinement in my own 
chamber, debarred of the company of my 
sister, whom I tenderly loved, and to com- 
plete the unfortunate arms that had occa- 
sioned my punishment. 

" I mention this affair, particularly as it 
was productive of one far more agreeable. 
I had been near a fortnight confined, when 
one day I was informed my grandfather 
was arrived; and though I had before 
shewn no signs of contrition, I now felt 
not perfectly easy. After some time the 
good old man entered my apartment alone, 
and with his usual cheerfulness, said— 
' Well, fair damsel, I have conquered the 
griffins, slain the giant, and am come to 
set you free; but I must first premise you. 

offend 
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offend no more ; if your mother is attached 
to the family honours, at least you ought 
to respect them.' 

" Had he spoken harshly, I should have 
home it with the same unbending spirit I 
had before shewn; but I was not proof 
against kindness, and throwing myself at, 
his feet, I sobbed aloud. — * Cotne, come/ 
said he, ' be comforted ; no gallant cham- 
pion is able to withstand a lady's tears ; 
I have succeeded in obtaining your re- 
lease, and shall bear you with me to my 
enchanted castle in Yorkshire/ 

" I must here digress to inform Marian, 
who is unacquainted with our family con* 
nexions, that lord Derwin was my rela- 
tion on the father's side. He was noble 
without pride, pious without austerity, and 
charitable without ostentation. I was con* 
fessedly his favourite, and I believe from 
no other motive, than that he thought me 
too little considered at home. My peace 
obtained, I found lord Derwin had en- 
o 3 treated 
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treated that I might accompany him to 
his seat, where he meant to pass the winter 
—an arrangement that gave me the highest 
pleasure, though it cost me some tears to 
part with my family. My heart was na~ 
turally affectionate, and if I loved my 
grandfather before, as we became more 
acquainted, that sentiment amounted to 
veneration. The eccentricity and rudeness 
<*vhich my parents complained of, were to 
him perpetual sources of amusement and 
gratification, and as far as the pursuits of 
a man of seventy, and those of a girl of ten, 
could assimilate, ours were perfectly in 
unison : in short, the winter was passed so 
much to the satisfaction of both, that the 
idea of parting was mutually disagreeable. 
Never had I experienced the pleasure of 
being beloved, and the sentiment I had 
before been unacquainted with, was- now 
become a necessity ; neither did my edu- 
cation suffer by the change, as my grand*, 
father made it his employment to super* 

intend 



d by Google 



ALBEBT. 12* 

intend the whole of the instructions I re* 
eeived, and that were far^etter regulated 
than at home. 

" At length the dreaded spring arrived, 
and I accompanied lord Derwin on a visit 
to my parents, where, not to weary you 
with a tedious detail, he managed so well 
that I was suffered to return with him> 
and prolong my stay to what period he 
thought proper. 

" Jjjpr eight years I was as happy as a 
heart could wish* where every proper de- 
sire was gratified* and every improper one 
. combated with a strength of judgment that 
convinced my reason of the necessity of 
relinquishing it 

" During this interval, my maternal 
grandmother, who had been a widow some 
years, with unpardonable weakness, de* 
graded hertrif by marrying a domestic—* 
an event so dreadful to the feelings of my 
mother, that it had nearly distracted her •; 
on this occasion my grandfather did not 
g3 fail 
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foil to demonstrate to me in the strongest, 
terms the necessity of my observing the 
utmost delicacy respecting my mother's 
family. — ' Such an event,* said he, 'is 
dreadfully humiliating to the feelings of 
any relative, but more particularly so to 
a daughter, whose attachment to the ho* 
nour and antiquity of her family is so 
rooted as is that of your mother ; you will 
therefore, my dear girl, be cautious in this 
respect. Family pride undoubtedly is a 
foible, but frequently it is a harmless one; 
nay, in some cases it may be useful, as 
where it acts as an incentive on its vota- 
ries to emulate any of their predeces- 
sors, who were once distinguished for praise- 
worthy deeds.' 

" Some time after, I had the grief to see 
my venerable parent decline; his estate at 
his decease devolved to his eldest son, and 
my father, who completed his family, had 
beien already provided for: he therefore 
resolved to make some provision for me, 

but 
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but in this case his intentions were frustra- 
ted ; his death was sudden, and his will, 
though in my favour, unsigned. 

" To relate to you my grief at this event, 
would be foreign to the purpose; it was 
in truth very severe, nor was the recep- 
tion I met with at home calculated to sooth 
it. I never was a favourite, and my long 
absence had perhaps made me less so than 
I might otherwise have been. Accustom- 
ed to love, and to be equally beloved, my 
heart felt an uneasy void ; my father was 
distant and severe; my mother's pursuits 
were totally different . to what I had been 
used to or approved of; and what grieved 
me, if possible, worse than the rest, my sister 
had been taught to consider me as a girl 
of masculine and boisterous manners, 
whom she must by no means imitate; to 
complete all, an ignorant, assuming, pro- 
vincial French woman was engaged as our 
governess, whose instructions I was daily 
necessitated to receive, though I certainly. 
g 4 knew 
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knew the grammatical construction of her 
language far better than herself. 

" My disposition for ridicule, which had 
never appeared while I was with my grand- 
father, now again was predominant; and 
though from his cautions, which f held al* 
most sacred, I was very careful in respect 
to whatever concerned ray parents, yet 
the ill Jmmour of mademoiselle made me 
consider her ignorance as fair game. 

" From this sketch you may conclude 
that I was not very Jbappily situated at 
home; but that same unbending spirit 
that never failed to rise in proportion as I 
considered myself injured, bore me with 
aeemiqg unconcern through every vexa- 
tion ; not hut that I suffered severely what 
$lone, and looked back with regret to 
those days I had passed with such happi- 
ness in Yorkshire. I had also an energy 
in ray disposition, that materially contri- 
buted to banish unpleasant reflections ; I 
redoubled my assiduity in my studies* and 

thus, 
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thus, by employing mf mind in other 
pursuits, had the less fiobe to reflect on 
uneasy subjects 

* After being at home two years, as I 
was one day walking alone beyond the li- 
mit* of my father's parky I was struck 
with a disagreeable and dissonant shrieking^ 
winch, on advancing; I found to proceed 
from a pi$ that had, in endeavouring to get 
through a gate, so strongly confined its 
head between the bars, as to be unable td 
extricate itself. Resolved to release thtf 
suffering ankba^ I exerted toy utmost 
strength, but in tout* and I received a se- 
vere bite: not, however, of a disposition 
to yield any point calmly I had resolved 
upon, I continued my endeavours; wheif 
a stranger on horseback rode up, and ut- 
tering some exclamation of surprise, dis-< 
Inounted, and, more adroit than myself, 
speedily performed what I had attempted. 
Though I had bound tip my a*m with mf 
handfcerchfef, yet that it was hurt Was soft 
fttwtffy lMb&,m$rtike strattger k* eonse- 
g 5 quenee 
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quence expressed some concern; but I 
treated it so lightly that he could not sup- 
pose it very material, and leading his horse, 
he entered into a lively conversation with 
me, respecting the whimsicality of the situ* 
ation in which he had found me, until reach- 
ing the park-gate, I wished him a good even- 
ing.—' If I dare venture a surmise from 
your entrance here, I have the pleasure 
of addressing a daughter of Mr. Morton's, 9 
said he, bowing ; * May I be permitted 
the honour of inquiring after your wound 
to-morrow? My name is Stanhope, my 
father has lately purchased the estate of 
the Grange in this neighbourhood.'--' You 
will oblige me/ answered I, * by thinking 
no more of such a silly business; my arm, 
I have no doubt, will be well in a few 
days ; I can therefore only again express 
my thanks, and wish you a pleasant ride.' 
" With those words I entered the park, 
and, shutting the gate, prevented all further 
conversation, Notwithstanding I had af- 
fected an air of unconcern, I really suffer- 
ed 
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ed great pain, and on my arrival at home, 
the surgeon declared the wound danger- 
ous; and so I suppose it might be, for it 
was nearly three months before it was com- 
pletely healed : add to which, I was per- 
petually entertained with dissertations on 
the impropriety and indelicacy of my con- 
duct. As I had no occasion to conceal 
my meeting with Mr. Stanhope, he did not 
fail of being, in some measure, involved 
in my disgrace. — ' That he should stoop to 
so improper and filthy an act/ my mother 
said, ' did not in truth so much surprise 
her, as she had heard that his father was 
only a merchant, who, though he was rich, 
had acquired it entirely by commerce; as 
that her daughter, the grandchild of two 
earls, should act in so derogatory and ridi* . 
culous a manner. 9 

" Notwithstanding the humble idea our 
family entertained of that of the Stanhopes, 
they were universally respected throughout 
the. county ; from their gate the shivering 
stranger never went unrelieved; number* 
G 6 less 
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lete were &e praiseworthy octfqns that 
were constantly attributed to them j ami 
that move particularly fell in their way, as 
the senior Mr. Stanhope tad tetrfy been 
appointed to the commission ot the peace; 
« About this period; the earl of Seaton, 
who waa also a neighbour, waited on my 
father; to request hie interest inan ensuing 
etection fbr hi* brother, and being invited 
to- dinner, passed the day with us, when 
I* had, a* it was termed, tile srmasfing 
good fortune to ptease^him, IndoedV* I do 
not >wnder it was Aought so- h* was jest 
come to his estate, had scarcely reached hfe 
twenty*thi*d year, waa handbome, accom- 
plished, and of * lively disposition ; and 
to complete at), t^ade* the most bftenal " 
offers should I accept1iin& Disagreeably 
situated at home, my heart free from any 
engagement, 1 ftlt no great dislike to this 
proposal, and he wa# admitted, my suitor 
in* due Jismn* though 1 stipulated, with am 
ol>stinacy< that neither my father nor mo- 
the« oonicL conquer, that I would he al- 
lowed 
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Wed at lent six months before I returned 
a decisive answer." 

Hie entrance of the servant to inform 
them that dinner was ready, here broke on 
the story ; but the meal was no sooner over, 
than the young ladies entreated Mrs, Stan* 
hope to resume her narrative* 



CHAPTER XL 

The Narrative continued—A great Man 
and a pwr Mem contrasted. 

" A ixvvETt q£ sueh rank and quality as 
the earl of Seaton appeared to give me a 
consequence with: my family, that 1 had 
never before enjoyed ; and, pleased to be 
hefoved without seeking too minutely into 
the cause, I became t&e more willing to. 
oblige; and, aa I aa w it pleased my, parents, 

received 
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received lord Seaton as the man I was to 
pass my future life with. Five months 
had already elapsed, and I felt no inclina- 
tion to falsify the hopes my family enter- 
tained, when one evening strolling through 
the village, as was my usual custom, I met 
the wife of a labourer, whose husband had 
some years before been a reputable farmer, 
but falling into unavoidable misfortunes, 
had reduced him to his present indigence ; 
though he was reputed by all that knew 
him to be strictly honest and industrious. 
As I had done her some trifling acts of 
kindness, she dropped me a curtsey, and 
two rosy boys, who accompanied her, bow- 
ed as they passed. — • You are loaded, 
Martha/ said 1, observing she was car- 
rying some small articles of household fur- 
niture; ' you are not moving, surely? 
If I don't mistake, your cottage is on lord 
Seaton's estate?'— € We were my lord's 
tenants, sure enough, Miss, 9 answered she, . 
hanging down her head ; * but we are un- 
fortunate, and so we are going to live in , 

one 
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one of Mr. Stanhope's cottages on the 
Grange/ — ( But will you be more fortu- 
nate there/ said I, * than under lord Sea- 
ton ? I rather think the contrary.' — * I 
don't know, Miss ; we were obliged to 
move ; we owed a year's rent.' — * You 
would have acted with more propriety by 
remaining until you could discharge the 
debt Lord Seaton, I am convinced, would 
have allowed you time.' 

" The woman, with some hesitation, that 
convinced me all was not right, gave me 
an evasive answer; and, surmising that I 
had before formed an erroneous opinion of 
her honesty, I was on the point of turning 
from her, when the village butcher passed 
us, driving a ewe and lamb before him. 
The children instantaneously began crying 
bitterly, and running to the sheep, who 
appeared perfectly acquainted with them, 
threw their arms around their necks, ex- 
claiming — * Oh, mammy, poor old Sue and 
little Billy are a-going to the slaughter- 
house ! Oh, how cruel to take them from 

us! 
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us f How wicked to kill theto !*— * And 
who has taken them from you, my poor 
boys?* said I, interested by the children's 
distress.-—' Lord Seaton's great, ugly, 
Scolding steward, 9 answered the youngest, 
unmindful of his mother, who bid him 
hold his tongue. — * What is the price of 
this ewe and lamb ?' said I to the butcher, 
who had been necessitated to stop by the 
children detaining the sheep. — ' Thirty 1 
shpKngs, an' please you/ replied the man* 
g l was sorry to buy dame's beasts, but I 
might as weK have the bargain as another/ 
" I drew out my purse, paid the de- 
manded sum, and the butcher with thank* 
pursued his way. — ' There,' said I to the 
Httle boys, ' take Sue and Bill, and be asr 
happy as they can make you : but I must 
know the whole of this business/ turning 
to their mother; ' why did you not apply 
to lord Sea ton? He, I am convinced, 
would not have suffered you to he dis- 
tressed.'— ' Ah, Miss, pray do hot Question 
me: indeed, hftfeed, I daft* not teti you.* 

— 'Not 
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—'Not tell me f replied I with increased 
curiosity ; 4 I am sorry, Martha, you have 
acted in a manner that you are ashamed 
to acknowledge/— * Oh, no, Miss, indeed 
I have done no harm ; but everybody says 
you are to be lady Seaton ; and so, madam, 
I can't tell you/ — * Ridiculous ! if I am to 
be lady Seaton, I shall have it mora in my 
power to assist the deserving; and again 
desire, except you are ashamed of your 
conduct, that you would inform Hie of 
the whole/ 

* The woman still hesitated; by her 
looking at the boys, I imagined they were 
a restraint, and therefore added, * What you 
have in your hand is not apparently heavy; 
give it to the children, and remain a sbcfo 
time with me/ 

" Martha obeyed, . though with visible 
reluctance; and the children, followed by 
the ewe and the lamb, immediately left 
as; the whole party in such apparent 
unison, that it would have been difficult 
to determine which enjoyed the most sa* 

tisfaction. 
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tisfactiori. — ' Now, Martha,' said I, ' we 
will cross the fields* as there we shall not 
be interrupted ; tell me the truth, and de- 
pend upon my interesting myself for you.* 
-— * Ah, Miss, I have not forgot when my 
poor children lay ill of the smallpox, how 
you ' 

" I was out of patience, and rather pee- 
vishly interrupted her, saying-r-' Either 
confine yourself to what I request, or leave 
me.' — * Pray don't be angry; indeed you 
will never forgive us; but if I could have 
guessed what was to happen, Sally should 
never have gone to my lord's : for though 
she was poor, she was honest, and it never 
entered my head that a great gentleman 
would demean himself with such as she.' 

" If my curiosity was before excited, 
you may judge that it was considerably 
heightened by this speech ; but with as. 
much calmness as I could assume, I an- 
swered, that I hoped she was mistaken ; 
but even supposing it as she said, she must 
think me very unjust to condemn her for. 

what 
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what she could neither foresee nor pre- 
vent; and that, on the contrary, she should 
find me ready to do her all the service in 
my power,—' God bless you, Miss ! f an- 
swered she, ' you was always good, and 
I will tell you the whole truth.— About 
seven months ago, one morning as my 
lord was returning from hunting, his horse 
fell suddenly lame, 4ind being before the 
rest of the huntsmen, and unwilling to. 
ride him home, he rapped at our door with 
his whip, to ask for somebody to lead him 
to the great Hall. Sally opened the door,, 
when my lord condescended to come in, 
and sent one of my lads forward with the 
horse. He said our house was very com* 
fortable, that he liked to encourage in- 
dustry, gave me a guinea, and asked how 
many children I ha d. On my saying I 
had six, he answerecF^Row old is this 
pretty lass 7 pointing f0 Sally ; € she is 
surely of an age to provide for herself?' — 
When I told him she was seventeen last 
Lammas, he seemed to consider a mo* 

^Hfent, 
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m*nt, and thai said— 'Sand her to the 
Hail— I will speak to my housekeeper, who 
trill find her some employment'-— You 
may suppose, Miss, that we thought this 
a great honour, as we never dreamed of 
harm, and I thanked my lord a hundred 
times, and blessed the day te ever came 
under our roof. So, ma'am, I made Sally 
as tight as I could, and in about a week 
•she went to the HaU, as blithe and happy 
as a bird. For about a month die used 
to come every evening to see us; but after 
that time she came very seldom, and when 
she did, always seemed so low-spirited, 
that she made me quite unhappy ; though 
I could never get her to tell me the rea- 
son, until one evening when we were 
alone, as she stood up, I was surprised to 
see her look so clumsy, for she had natu- 
rally a very s mall wai st. I trembled so I 
could scarcely ^pSCTatid was ashamed to 
tell the poor creature what I thought; and 
therefore only said, * Dear Sally, how A t 
££^ you gro w? Oh, madam, if you had seen 
*Z*^ her 
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her then, angry as you might have been, 
your heart would have bled for her: ghe 
made me no answer, bat turned as pale as 
ashes, and, dasping her hands* sunk on 
her knees before me. At that moment 
my husband came hi from work, and sur- 
prised to find us in such confusion, I was 
obliged to confess what I feared, and that 
Sally's tears soon oonvinoed him was true. 
He was in such a dreadful passion, that if* 
I bad not held him with all my strength, 
1 believe he would have struck her, and 
insisted that she should tell us who made 
her act so. wickedly ; indeed, ma^arn, yon 
might have knocked me down with a fea- 
ther when she said, ' My lord! 9 and though 
my husband is not a swearing man* he 
cursed him, while the tears ran down his: 
poor weather-beaten cheeks, iff spite of all: 
he could do.—' Oh, Sally,* said he, ' is 
this the comfort I promised myself front 
yw as I grew cfti ? la thk tha reward for 
aft the toils I haw, suffered? 1 haver long: 
ben poo* bufcrjeve* ^^l ashamed; nam 

I sJ^B 



d by Google 

ii —in r i i i 



1*8 ALBERT* 

I shall bate to shew my face.* — ' Oh, John/ 
said I, ' be patient ; consider a poor silly- 
girl stood little chance of escaping, when 
such a fine, handsome, rich man was re- 
solved on her ruin.' — ' She shall however 
never go back to him,' said he ; ' she may 
have disgraced me, but I will never be a 
party in her wickedness.' — JMy husband 
was too much vexed to think of his work, 
rind after tossing about all night, he got 
up and went to the Hall, and with a good 
deal of trouble was at last p&ftnitted to 
see my lord, who did not give him time 
to speak, saying, as he came into the room 
—'Well, honest Martin, in what can I 
serve you? Command me freely.* — 'Ah, 
sir,' said my husband, ' fine promises and 
fine words may befit fine gentlemen ; but 
I'm a poor man, whom God designed to 
earn his bread by the sweat of his brow: 
you, my lord, have land and riches to be 
proud of: I had only children; I was 
content with my portion ; why was you 
ntft so with yours?' — < Come, my good 

friend,' 
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friend,* answered my lord, ' I will not at- 
tempt to misunderstand you. I indeed 
intended to break the business to. you. 
Your daughter is a heavenly girl ! an angel 
that any man may be charmed with/ 
Would you believe it, Miss, he was wick- 
ed enough to use such blasphemous ex- 
pressions ? — ' And was I not going to be 
married, no consideration could have made 
me resolve to part with her; but as it is, 
we must consider on the best means of 
repairing the damage that has happened/ 
— My lord's behaviour was so unconcern- 
ed, that my husband could hardly believe 
either his eyes or his ears ; he however at 
last said — ' I know no reparation that can 
be made, unless you could restore her in- 
nocence, and that is impossible/ — ' I can 
give her what I think you will allow more 
valuable, 9 replied he; * and to convince 
you I have thought on the subject, I mean 
to present her with four hundred pounds, 
marry her to my Swiss, Bonjou, a veiy 
faithful servant, and whom I wish to per 

ward. 
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ward. You will oa a moment's consider- 
ation see the whole utility of this scheme ; 
no one need know when the marriage 
took place; the child will be provided with 
a reputable father, and pretty SaHy fest 
cued from reproach. 1 —' I see at once, my" 
lord, that such a step might throw the 
odium from your lordship ; but I am a 
poor vulgar man, and don't understand 
the rewards great man give to their faith- 
ful servants; you will therefore exeuse 
me if I decline it on Sally's account*— 
* Decline it! you are dreaming, Martin/— 
' No, my lord, I am wide awake, and as I 
don't approve your lordship's ways in thifc 
case, I 1 shall follow my own. If you allow 
yourself the father of theinfent she bears, 
that at least has no right to be punished 
for either your viees or its mother's folly ; 
allow then a small stipend to provide for 
i& birth,, as I am unequal to support aa 
increase to my &mily.'-— ' I will act gene- 
rously, but it shdli be in my own way*! 
answered he, wttfa som* warmth; * fee the 

present* 
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present, begone ; think en the subject, and 
bring me a proper answer to-morrow.'— 
4 1 have already given #a honest one, and 
it will be useless to trouble yon farther. 
Sooner than suffer my poor ruined girl to 
form so shameful an alliance, I will work 
for her; nay for you* child, my lord- If 
sudh a step dant degrade you, I am sure 
it will not disgrace me/ My lord was 
in a fearful passion, and actually raised 
his hand, to strike hjrao, but my husband 
said, ' TaKe eye, my lord ; I am a poor man, 
and an injured one; but God that gave 
you riches, has given me strength and 
spirit to defend myself; therefore beware 
how you act' With those words my hus- 
band left my lord, almost black with pas- 
sion; 

u I must here, my dear girls," said Mrs. 
Stanhope, " make a digression, to inform 
you, that though Martha told her story 
tolerably well, I some time after heard it 
far more accurately related by Mr Stan- 
hope, as he received it from honest Mar- 

TOJL; in. H tin, 
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tin, who possessed a much stronger un- 
derstanding than his wife. But what say 
you now to a short respite? I have talked 
a long while ; a little music may be a 
pleasant relaxation." 

Before the young ladies could reply, the 
colonel and Montgomery were announced. 
On their entrance, a* the latter paid his 
compliments to Mrs. Stanhope, his ani- 
x mated features sufficiently expressed his 
thanks for the favour he had obtained 
through his uncle's intercession, though he 
was debarred the use of words. 

Gertrude, possessed with the idea Ma- 
rian had given rise to, felt a momentary 
contusion', but speedily recovering it, the 
evening was spent as cheerfully as usual, 
until at an advanced hour the visitors took 
their leave. 

Marian and Gertrude were no sooner 
alone than the latter saicU~" I have paid 
particular attention this evening, and am 
". quite convinced of the fallacy of your 
judgment I scarcely ever saw Mr. Mont- 
gomery, 
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gomery, though always lively, in stich spi- 
rits, and love, I have heard, has a contrary 
effect." 

" Defend me from it then," replied Ma~ 
rian ; " if ever I am to have a lover* Hea- 
ven send me a merry one J My light heart 
shall never be mated to a lump of senti- 
mental melancholy." 

" But have you not hear*!," answered 
Gertrude, " that affection is productive of 
numberless doubts, fears, and jealousies ?" 

" I certainly have ; but I think such con- * 
duct, except in some very particular cases, 
must originate in the weakness of the poft 
ty. There can be no occasion of either 
doubt or fear, where the affection is wor- 
thily fixed, and deservedly returned ; and 
where it is not, surely they must have weajc 
minds who do not make a bold effort to free 
themselves from a disgraceful thraldom : 
and as for jealousy* were $ man to shew 
me the smallest symptom of so despicable 
a passion beforehand, I never would marry* 
him. 9 

H2 "It 
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* It is, notwithstanding, said to be a sin* 
cpre proof of affection," answered Gertrude. 

u In my idea," replied Marian, " it is a 
certain proof of a mean, narrow, and sus-_ 
picious temper, which I would particularly ^ 
avoid. Can a man pay a worse compli* 
ment to the woman he pretends to love, 
or indeed toTiis own merit, than to suspect 
her? I cannot think but in such cases tlie 
jealous party must ever be sensible of 
some defect or want of deserving in them* 
selves." 

The conversation then turned on Mrs. 
Stanhope's story ; both ardently wished to 
hear the remainder, until, being weary with 
chatting, they at length dropped asleep. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XII. 



* 



The Narrative continued— Plebeian 06- 
$tinacy—A Valets Sense of Honour. 

Breakfast was no sooner over, than the' 
young ladies reminded Mrs. Stanhope of 
her narrative, who, ever ready to gratify 
them, began as follows :— 

" I must, my dear girls, continue my 
story some time longer, as given me by ho- 
nest Martha; not so famous, I confess, as 
an, historian, as I afterwards knew her for 
making cheese and excellent butter. I 
think I concluded where she informed me 
that Martin left lord Seaton in a violent 
rage, and from thence I shall resume it— 
4 When my poor husband came home, he 
said nothing harsh to Sally, though his 
H 3 spirits 
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spirits were so bad that he could not do 
a stroke of work all day. The next morn- 
ing he, however, went out as usual, and the 
children being employed, Sally and me 
were sitting alone, when, about eleven 
o'clock, somebody rapped at the door, and 
who should yralk in but the steward ?— 
" My lord," said he, " desires to know whe- 
ther your husband will consent to what he 
proposed yesterday ; if not, I am come for 
the payment of a year's rent due last mid- 
summer " This demand was like a thun- 
der-stroke, for we had little or no money in 
the house ; and some time before, when 
my husband had waited on him, he said 
my lord had told him not to distress us. — 
Not knowing how to act, I sent for Mar- 
tin, who said — " Pray tell my lord he must 
use his pleasure respecting the rent, which 
I have it not in my power to pay ; as to 
what more nearly concerns me, J will act 
as suits with my conscience, and leave the 
event to God."~ With this answer the 
steward went back, and we heard no more 

of 






ALBERT, 151 

of the business for a fortnight ; when, one 
day, my lord sent for my husband, and in 
a more good-humoured manner pressed him 
to agree to what he proposed, and even 
offered to give five hundred pounds with 
Sally. Bonjou was present the whole time** 
and joined his master in desiring my hus- 
band to consent. — " I vill love a your pret- 
ty daughter vit all a my ole art ; as to vat 
as appened, it is a mere bagatelle, not 
worth the tought of a man of sense. I shall 
be much honneured by loving a ladi my 
lor as loved, or I should pay a very mau~ 
vaise compliment to his tasted— " And 
you will love the child the better also for 
being of my lord's begetting, I suppose ?" 
said my husband^—*" Doubtless I shall^- 
it will be ah honneur to mypauvre house, 
to have such noble blood bear its name." 
— *' Would to Heaven then your house 
bad received all the honour, so mine had 
been exempt! It may do very well for 
you, Mr. Bonjou; but for me, who am a 
plain downright Englishman, I should pre-: 
1*4 fee 
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fer a wife of my own choosing, and child- 
ren of my own manufacture. But I in- 
trude on your time, my lord— roy resolu- 
tion is fixed, neither money nor French 
rhetoric can alter it*— -With these words 
my husband left him ; and to cut my story 
as short as possible, madam, this day week 
the steward seized for the arrears, and sold 
to the amount of his debt,* leaving us no- 
thing but a few worthless trifles, that no- 
body would purchase. As we had not a 
bed left, farmer Perry, who is a good soul, 
and tenant to Mr. Stanhope, made us come 
to his house, where Sally is yet, being 
unable to leave her room, nor do I think 
she will ever live to be delivered, for she- 
justly accuses herself as the cause of all our 
misfortunes, though she suffers too much 
for us to condemn her. The second day 
we were at farmer Perry's^ young Mr* 
Stanhope came in to pay for some corn, 
that had been sent to the Grange; and 
dame Perry, who is fond of talking, being 
with him alone, told him our whole story : 

and, « 
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and, would you believe it, Miss, that very 
night, if he and his father did not send for 
my husband, and, after some questions,- 
offered him a cottage on their estate. Nay, 
he said, as we had no furniture worth* 
mentioning, he would order us a few things, 
which we might pay for when we were 
more fortunate. I have now, Miss, told' 
you the whole truth ; we are moving into 
our new habitation, where I have no doubt 
we shall be happy, please God to spare my 
poor girl ; for, if ever there was two angels 
on earth, it is that father and son.' 

" Such was the conclusion of Martha's 
story," said Mrs.. Stanhope, " and which, 
had it even, been longer, would have ar- 
rested my attention sufficiently to have 
made me regardless of time, or that we 
were walking during the whole recital* 

" I thanked her for the confidence she 
reposed in me, promised, if ever in my 
power, to remember her; and, finally, with 
a small present, for my purse was never 
very heavy, dismissed her. 

H5 "As 



ogle 



154 " ALBERT; 

** As I walked homewards, I revolved? 
on all that had passed ; custom, arid a re* 
solution to be pleased with lord Seaton* 
had in reality made me so ; but all the 
energy of my temper awakened for the-, 
sufferers, I determined to endure any 
thing, rather than pass my life with a man> 
who had given such evident proofs of de- 
pravity and hardness of heart 

" On my return home, I went imme- 
diately to my mothers dressing-room ; she 
instantly discovered that I was agitated. 
With as much calmness as I could assume, 
I informed her of the cause ; my tale, how- 
ever, met no cordial reception ; she accused 
me of meanness, said my curiosity was 
properly gratified ; did I expect lord Sea- 
ton to be immaculate ? She had no doubt 
he was as virtuous, or more so, than most 
other young noblemen ; nor could she 
conceive what business I had to censure 
his conduct before he was my husband : 
had he indeed been such, she would have 
warmly resented the affront offered me, 

but, 
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But, as it was, she could not have the inde- 
licacy to mention it. It was plain, she 
added, that he was a generous man, by his> 
offering so considerable a sum ; and his 
wishing.to marry the girl to Bonjou, an- 
evident proof that he had no longer any 
improper thoughts respecting her.- 

" To tliis speech, which, I assure you r 
was an elaborate one, though I cannot re- 
member it verbally, I answered, with per* 
baps more warmth than prudence, that as 
to meanness,* I hoped she mistook my cha- 
racter; but for curiosity, in this case, I 
readily allowed,- and returned Heaven 
thanks that it had been gratified,, as in all 
probability it had rescued me from misery. 
As to lord Seaton's being immaculate, I 
had not been so sanguine as to expect it, 
though I confessed that I wished him vir- 
tuous; perhaps rather more so than the 
generality of young: noblemen were. For 
scrutinizing his conduct beforehand, by 
what other measure was I to judge of his 
future behaviour, if denied the privilege of 
h6 common* 
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common observation? To her kindness, 
in resenting any affront offered me, when 
his wife, I thanked her ; but I must have 
better proof of his morals before I entrust- 
ed him with so dangerous a power as that 
of a husband. For the indelicacy of men- 
tioning thfe business to him, I would spare 
her that trouble, by taking it on myself; 
To conclude, as to his generosity, it was 
past my comprehension, unless that senti- 
ment consisted in, after seducing the 
daughter, reducing the father and his fa- 
mily to wretchedness, because they would 
not voluntarily consent to force her to a 
second prostitution. 

" My mother was so exasperated, that, 
not content with words, she bestowed on 
me a few smart boxes on the ear ; all which 
I bore with becoming resignation, resolved 
to. give her no cause of complaint, but in 
my determination respecting lord Seaton. 

" Notwithstanding my mother's anger, 
I was convinced, from her manner, that she 
had heard something of the affair before.- 

I was, 
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I was, however, allowed to plead na fur- 
ther, but ordered to my own apartment, 
where I remained until summoned to sup- 
per. 

* On our rising from table, my mother 
retired with my sister, saying, my father 
had business with me alone. For some 
moments he was silent, then, with more 
than his usual severity and stiffness, ad- 
dressed me thus — '• I can scarcely believe, 
that a daughter of mine, and granddaugh- 
ter to two of the first families in the king- 
dom, should condescend 'to the meanness 
of conversing with vagabonds, and prying 
into the secret concerns of a respectable 
young nobleman, who honours her by his 
notice.' — * As to prying into the concerns 
of lord Seaton, sir/ answered I, * t had no 
such intention; and was far from suspect* 
ing he held so disgraceful a part in what I 
had to hear.' — c He may, in some measure, 
have been to blame, but you must allow 
for youth and constitution. I have ttp 
doubt but that he will make a good hus* 

- band, 
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band 9 as I cannot think you fool enouglr 
to refuse him.'— '■ Is it possible, sir, you can 
wish me to act otherwise ? — f Canyon ask 
so ridiculous a question ? Will not such* 
an union give you rank, precedence, title, 
and fortune,, far above your expecta- 
tions ?' — * All those it will give above 
my expectation,, and indeed above my 
wishes ; but happiness,-sir,.will be wanting,, 
and I have no ambition to be splendidly 
miserable. Rank,, precedence, and title,, 
are to me totally indifferent ; fortune is^ 
indeed necessary, but I should purchase it 
too dearly by an alliance with depravity- 
and cruelty.' — ( Think better, or expect 
nothing from me.' 

" So say ing,be bounced out of the apart* 
ment, and I retired to my chamber, not in. 
very high spirits,- as you may suppose, but. 
resolved to act according to the dictates of 
my conscience. I shall now," continued 
Mrs. Stanhope, " cease until after dinner,, 
when,, if we have no better amusement,. 

LwilL 
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I will continue my wonde?fol advert 
tures." 

" I wish, with all my heart, though I 
love them dearly, that neither my uncle 
nor Albert may interrupt us^said Marian.. 

u They are really very much obliged to 
you," replied Mrs. Stanhope, laughing ; 
" suppose you send them, a, message to that 
purport." 

" No; though I w r ish my own curiosity 
gratified," answered^ Marian* with* equal, 
cheerfulness, ^ I do not desire it at the ex- 
pence such a prohibition would cost them ; 
therefore,, madam, v I will run the hazard." 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XHI. 



The Narrative continued — A Lady's Ob- 
stinacy — A Countryman* s Spirit 

As Mrs. Stanhope knew it would oblige 1 
her young friends* she did not wait to be 
requested, but after dinner began as fol- 
lows : — 

"The next morning I received another 
sharp lecture from my mother ;.after which,. 
..accompanied by my sister,, she went to re- 
turn a visit at a short distance; my father 
was/m his library, and I was alone reading, 
when the servant announced lord Seaton. 
I cannot but confess I felt greatconfusion ; 
but summoning all the spirit I possessed, I 
resolved to conceal it as much as possible. 
He entered withhis usual gaiety, for though 

Lhad 
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I had given no decisive answer, he certain-* 
ly considered himself an accepted lover, and 
coining up to me, he said — 'How happy 
am I to see you ! I was almost wearied be- 
yond my patience yesterday by uninterest- 
ing visitors ; but how greatly am I over* 
paid by this opportunity of conversing 
with you alone !* 

* As be spoke, be attempted to take my 
hand, but desiring him to be seated, I 
answered — ' Like yourself, my lord, I am 
pleased with this occasion of speaking to 
you without restraint/ He endeavoured 
to interrupt me with a polite reply, but I 
prevented it by continuing — ' I had never 
accepted your addresses, my lord, unless I 
had thought you a man to whom I could, 
in giving my hand, give also my whole 
confidence, esteem, and affection. False 
delicacy I should consider in this case a 
weakness, and therefore am resolved to 
speak plainly : I yesterday was informed of 
an event, which* if true, must prevent my 
feeling those sentiments for you* Are you* 

informed* 
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informed, that your steward has seized the 
efiects y and turned oat to misery, the unof- . 
fending family of one of your tenants—- 
poor Martin ?' His confusion was so greats 
that a less interested person thai* myself 
might have pitied him.—' Why, no. Yes. 
—Seised did you say? I think Jenkins, 
mentioned something of the kind — but I 
never interfere in those affairs.' — 'And why 
not, my lord? Can any man be above at- 
tending to those calls of humanity and jus- 
tice, which the superiority of his fortune 
has put into his powfer? — Should the hap* 
piness of your tenants, however poor, be en- 
trusted to a mercenary wretch, whom some 
sinister motive, or selfish dislike, may urge 
to destroy them? 9 

" I rather suspect that, from my reply, 
he thought me only informed of the sei- 
zure, for with more confidence he an- 
swered — ' My charming moralist, I con- 
fess my error,, and will take, care Jenkins 
shall make retribution.' — Tou will do well: 
but it appears to me that your lordship^ 

only 
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only can make proper retribution ; Jen* 
kins, perhaps, may be aide to restore the 
effects, hut is there no gf eater justice, and 
which honour and humanity should urge 
you to fulfil? 9 

" He appeared wretchedly confused, con- 
tinued for a moment silent, then answered 
with some hesitation; — ' I do not entirely 
comprehend you, madam.' — € I am sorry 
you oblige me to be more explicit, but 
does not your lordship's conscience whis- 
per, that something is due to Martin's 
daughter?' 

" He arose > walked to the window, re- 
turned hastily, and threw himself at my 
feet. — ' I cannot endure this scrutiny,' ex- 
claimed he : * if I hare been Hameable, I 
have at least endeavoured to make all the 
atonement in my power.' — * Had it not 
been more generous, not to have included? 
Bonjou in the treaty?' His anger at this 
question overcame even his confusion.— 
4 Perish the wretch, be who> it may, that 
could endeavour thus to lessen me in youix- 

opinion,! 
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opinion! I confess my error; would to 
Heaven I had known you sooner I it thea 
bad never happened.' — * Yoa kne^r me 9 
my lord, when you suffered Jenkins to act 
with such oppression : I own the imperti- 
nence of my interference; but I am not of 
a disposition to conceal what offends me; 
which having openly related, I must wish 
you a good-morning.V-' Stay, madam/ 
said he, € one word only, I entreat. I da 
not attempt to extenuate my folly — do not, 
I conjure you, hold it unpardonable: I 
swear — \ — ' I require no protestations, my 
lord: I shall ever be glad to hear of your 
happiness and prosperity.' — * Hear of it !— 
Oh, madamt-^do not speak thus; I will be- 
all, or any thing you condescend \o wish 
me ; and as the first proof, though I take 
shame to name it,, command how that 
girl who is now detestable to me shall be 
disposed o£ *— 4 1 claim no right, my lord, 
to such a distinction ; your own honour 
can best point out the means ; she is safe r 
and properly placed with her father : but 

pardon 
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> 

pardon tne, a child of yours should not be 
dependent on so poor a man/ 

* With those words I disengaged my 
gown, which he still held,, arid left the 
room. I afterwards found he had a long 
conversation with my father, during which, 
the latter consoled him by attributing my 
conduct to womanish jealousy— a sentiment 
I freely confess to you that I have never 
experienced. 

" For three days we received no visit 
from lord Seaton, but on the fourth he 
entered, though not with his usual ala* 
crity; and after some conversation, accom- 
panied my father to the library, where, in 
about an hour, my mother and myself were 
summoned. As I was not very -alert in 
obeying this command, I hesitated a few 
minutes at the door my mother had pre- 
viously entered, when I beard my father 
say in a haughty tone — * Insolent scoun- 
drel ! if men of rank and fortune are to be 
treated contemptuously by the dregs of 
the people, all distinction is indeed lost— 

. I am 
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I am entirely of your lordship's opinion) 
that our merchant gentleman must support 
him in it, or he would never have dared to 
return such an answer.' 

" I did not wait to hear more; I had no 
intention of listening; and summoning all 
my courage, which I had no doubt I 
should have occasion for, I entered the li- 
brary. — ' Mary,' said my father, ' at my 
lord's request I sent, that I might inform 
you, my honour is perfectly satisfied with 
his conduct, and I have no doubt yours 
will be the same ; and that I shall have the 
satisfaction of seeing this ridiculous busi- 
ness forgotten.' — * If your honour is satisfied 
with lord Sea ton's conduct, sir,' answered. I, 
' no doubt it merits approbation ; but for 
myself, though I was impertinent enough 
to inform him of what I knew, yet there 
all my concern ended—' Well, then, as a 
token of friendship, give him your hand,' 
said my mother. — 'As tp your friend, 
willingly, madam; but I cannot deceive 
lord Seaton— I never have deceived him; 

lie- 
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-I requested six months to give a decisive 
answer; that period wants yet a month of 
being elapsed ; I wish to spare lord Seaton 
.and myself further pain, and therefore 
give it now — we never can be united/ 
My father and mother were so displeased, 
Uiat perhaps it was not unfortunate for me. 
that lord Seaton was present ; he entreated 

• them to patience, and addressing me, said — 
* I fear I have lost your esteem, and confl- 

< dence for ever ; yet what was possible to 
do I have not neglected, and have in return 

■ been treated with an insolence surpassing 
belief. I sent my steward three days since, 
with an offer of making a settlement for 
life on Martin's daughter, or, if he ap- 
proved it better, on himself for her use : 
need I say, I took this step in consequence 

• o£ what had passed between yourself and 
me in our last conversation, for Martin had 
before treated me beyond the sufferance of 

. a man of ray rank.' — € I beg your pardon, 
my lord ; but you had set him the example, 
x>r surely b#; would not have dared/ v 

" It 
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u It was evident that neither my father 
nor mother could longer restrain their 
anger; they therefore hastily withdrew.— 
4 Yoa will not even for a moment forget 
my folly,' resinned lord Seaton ; « from you 
1 have a right to bear, but were it not for 
the reflection that the step was grateful to 
you, I could almost hate myself, for the 
meanness of suing to such wretches.'-— 
' No man, if convinced he Iras acted impro- 
perly, ought to be above confessing it; no 
man, my lord, however great, is above the 
praiseworthy act of doing justice.' — ' I -ac- 
knowledge it: I informed you before I 
sent to Martin ; your lather has seen bis 
answer; is it requesting too much of your 
delicacy to read it ?'— ' I am satisfied, my 
lord, that you would not request me to 
peruse it were it improper ; and toionvinoe 
you I am ready to believe every thing I 
can in yoor favour, willingly consent' 

44 Lord Seaten gave me the letter, and, 
visibly agitated, withdrew to the window, 

when 
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when I read, nearly as I can recollect, as 
follows: 

' MY LORD, 

' By your steward this day, I re- 
ceived an offer of fifty pounds yearly, to be 
settled either on myself or my daughter: 
for the first I thank you, but can never owe 
prosperity to my child's shame ; for the se- 
cond, she never, with my consent, shall 
receive a reward for what she ought to re- 
pent and deplore. So much, my lord, for 
ourselves ; but for your infant, should it 
see the light, I have no right to dictate. 
Iain unable to support properly even those 
I have; therefore cannot fulfil those du- 
ties it may claim, and which more properly 
fall on you ; and that I entreat you to con- 
sider, without any thought of the unfortu- 
nate mother or myself 

* I am, 

' MY LORD, 

' Your humble servant, 

* John Martin.* 

tol. in. i " I read 
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"J* read it two or three times before I 
returned it — * Indeed, my lord/ said I, 

* you consider this poor man's behaviour 
with prejudice; could you for a short time 
forget your rank, you would simply see 
the language of an honest man \srho feels 
himself injured. He requires no hard con- 
ditions — nothing, my lord, but what, as a 
man of humanity, your own heart will lead 
you to fulfil/ — * I confess the justice of 
your argument: yet, to be constrained to 
act at the pleasure of such a clown, is be- 
yond all sufferance humiliating. Sooner 
than submit, I would give in any other 
cause an annuity of a thousand pounds.' — 

• Pride and improper gratification are fre- 
quently attended with disagreeable con- 
sequences,' returned I, with a spirit I could 
not repress.' — • J see — I- feel you are preju- 
diced against me,* answered he ; • if half my 
fortune would reinstate me in your opinion, 
how willingly would I give it P— ' Not 
more willingly than I would subscribe to 
it,' returned I: * this affair,! have no doubt, 

gives 
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gives you, venation ; I am above disguise — 
my heart has not been exempt On your 
application to my parents, my lord, I was 
flattered by your addresses ; your person 
and manners could not fail to please ; I felt 
I could love, but asked for time to be con- 
vinced whether your character was such 
as I could approve. A fault in my tem- 
per, perhaps as much as my fears for your 
future conduct, actuates my present deter- 
mination. I cannot marry the man whom 
I dare doubt — the man whom I choose, 
must possess my whole confidence, esteem, 
honour, and, friendship, or I will never, 
venture on so hazardous a chance for hap- 
piness as marriage.' 

" Such was the substance of the last con- 
versation that passed between lord Seatoi* 
and myself, though it was considerably 
longer; but from this specimen you may 
judge he left me in no very agreeable 
frame of mind. 

" To enter into a minute detail of wh^t 

I suffered from my parents, in consequence: 

1 2 of 
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of my positive refusal, is foreign to the 
purpose; be it sufficient to declare, that it 
was such as would have forced a less un- 
bending temper to have perhaps accepted 
any situation that promised a change. 
Lord Seaton wrote repeatedly to me, but 
I refused to read his letters; and as no an- 
swers were returned, except from my pa- 
rents, he at length became weary of the 
pursuit, and departed for London. 

* It had been my mother's intention to 
pass, the winter in town after my marriage, 
for that business was considered as settled; 
but though my obstinacy had prevented it, 
she declared Maria should be introduced* 
as she was now eighteen. 
. " Notwithstanding what had passed, I 
had no tkubt but I was meant to accom- 
pany them ; but as they seldom conde- 
scended to converse with 'me, I did not 
choose to hazard the question, though, on 
a strict review of my own conduct, I am 
conscious of no want of duty or respect to- 
wards my parents, except in my refusal of 

lord 



d by Google 



ALBEBT. 178 

lord Seaton. Two days pi-evious to their 
departure, my mother, sending for me into 
her dressing-room, said — * As you Have 
chosen, Miss Morton, to act independently, 
your father desires me to inform you, that 
he shall not think of your accompanying 
us to town, unless you will first give him 
your word, as that estimable young noble- 
man yet wishes to obtain your hand, to re* 
ceive him in the manner we desire: you 
have surely given enough to anger and 
obstinacy, therefore, I suppose, will gladly 
accept this proposal, which will not only 
reconcile you to him, but to your parents.' 
My answer to this was dutiful, but firm; 
and two days after/without a single adieu, 
they left me to pass the winter alone in the 
old mansion. / 

u I had now again occasion for all my 
spirit— not that I felt any punishment 
from remaining in the country, but, con- 
vinced that I was treated as an outcast by 
my family, I had nearly sunk under the 
reflection. The poor servants who vhtife 
■1.8 left 
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ieft behind 'were however attached to me ; 
attd what harshness , dould never force, 
theft nn wearied assiduity often eflfccted ; 
Sot I tkraldnot frequently restrain my tears 
when I received their indefatigable' atten- 
tions, 

* The winter was uncommonly rtild, 
arid I frequently walked for hoiirs, for you 
may well suppose 'that I was not gratified 
with a carriage. In one of my rambles 
the whim seized me to call at Martin's, of 
Whom 1 had -heard nothing ^cemyrrfefti- 
sal of lord Seaton, which was nfow five 
months since. As the cottage they 'Were 
removed to was not more than a-inile, I 
soon reached it, and was not a little k Sur- 
prised at the neatness that was visible in 
all around ; not but that their former dwell- 
ing was perfectly decent and propter* yet 
this had, on the whole, an air of cerirfort 
that placed it above poverty. I entered 
without ceremony, and found Martha 
jeftted by the fire ; she rose to receive me 
with a staile.—' Heaven bless you, Mia*,* 

said 
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said she ; * bcfw often have I longed to see 
yoti, that, £s you knew all my bad luck, 
you might hear all my good! Mapy an 
* hour have I fretted about you ; for people 
have reported all round, the village, that 
you refused lord Seaton for his wickedness. 
Nay, they have not scrupled to say, that it 
was whispered from your own servants. 
Not a soul U there but loves you, and prays 
God may send you not only a richer, but 
a thousand tim^s a better husband. 5 — 'In- 
deed, Martha, I afti much obliged to their 
good wishes, but am in nahaste fo^hfSg? 
my condition. . I have not beep out mueh 
lately, or should have .seen your new ha- 
bitation sooner,; but tell me, -hotv is your 
daughter ? I have frequently thought of 
her.' 

" She informed me, Sally had, in conse- 
quence bf the uneasiness she had suffered, 
been delivered of a dead dhild, aftd that, 
since her recovery, the elder Mr. Stanhope 
had given ten pounds to a mantoamaker 
in the market-town to learn her the busi- 
1 4 ness, 
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ness, and where she was now placed — ' For 
lord Seaton,' continued Martha, ' as the 
child was dead, my husband would accept 
nothing from him — though, to say the 
truth, he sent a note of twenty pounds, 
but which was returned; thank God, we 
want no favours from him now P— ' I am 
rejoiced to hear it, Martha. May I ask 
what favourable change has taken place ?' 
— * That you may, and welcome, Miss; I 
shall not be so afraid to tell you that, as I 
was my poor girl's misfortune. Perhaps 
you don't know that my lord offered to 
settle fifty pounds a-year upon her?' — * I 
do, and that your husband, much to his 
honour, declined it. I saw the letter he 
wrote to lord Seaton.' — c Ah, Miss, that 
letter/ interrupted she, * was the cause of 
our happiness ! I always knew John Mar- 
tin had good learning, but I never thought 
ifiuch of it till then.'—* And why then, 
Martha?' — * I will tell you, Miss. You 
know we were in sad distress when we 
came here, and what would have become 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



ALBERT. 177 

of us but for Mr. Stanhope, God only 
knows. Well, all of a sudden, my lord's 
steward came and offered us the settle* 
ment; to which, as my husband, was out, 
I made no answer. Chi his return to din- 
ner he wrote the letter; but haying no wa- 
fers, he bid me send to the village, seal it, 
and tell our eldest boy to take it to the 
Hall. While the lad was gone on his er- 
rand for the wafers, who should walk in 
but that good soul, young Mr. Stanhope! 
He looked round, asked if we were settled, 
and if we wanted any thing; and all this 
so kindly, that I could have knelt at his 
feet with gratitude. The letter directed 
for lord Seaton lay on the table: I saw he 
looked at it, and, as I thought he might 
suppose it some harm, told him what had 
passed, begging him to read my husband's 
answer; but he would fain have declined 
it, until, seeing I was quite grieved at bis 
refusal, he at length complied. Lord, 
Miss I I could but look at him ; for he ap- 
peared surprised at the letter* and seemed 
1 5 to 
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ttfvead it over two or ti&ee*im6s, and, as 
he gave it ffie back, asktid Where myites- 
band had been brought up. Itdldhnh 
the^tmth, Miss: t*»t*is fttfcfrer toad bam 
in *treiy «ft*y circumstances, and thatifchn, 
when* bay; had been kept at th£ grataraar- 
sihdtfl ; bbt that from a tramber of ttiigftfr- 
ttttaefe ifce were reduced to poverty, fend 
glad r *o live at tui easy rertt on lord $efe» 
torfs ««t««e, foftVihg nothing "to depend 
upon tout John's labour for feuppbrt. 
Stoofc after Mr. Stanhope went awfcy; but 
the very ttext ffidhring he sent to ddra* 
my busbarid 1» caU-on hith aft sedkrta he 
cariieftom hi* wtitk, and «fta-3orile^te«^ 
tions and discourse, the eldett Sft. Stan- 
hope sftid— " I am SO satisfied With thfc 
account my son gives «e *f your conduct 
to lord Beaten, that I chink ft is fa pity 
you should suffer for what does yon m 
vttueh credit; therefore, if yon chdttw to 
accept the situation of bailiff to *iy t» 
fcate, with sixty ffconds a^year, it » tft 
your service, together with the hone 

you 
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you &sid£ in "— You mby be sure my 
htfsband hardfy knew how to thank 
him enoifgh ; but Mr. Stanhope stopped 
Mto, saytog— f * I am : convinced you have 
abilities For even a higher office than what 
I have to ofljer, and that being vacant, I 
am happy to have it supplied by a man 
I thtnk I <sm depend &p6n."— -Since that 
tfrtoe, Miss, we are as happy as the day is 
long i and as it pleased God Sally's child 
was defcd, we wcfre very thankful, for we 
have' nothing more to do with my lord. 
She, as I told you, Will learn a good busi- 
ness; rind for my boys> they are so obm- 
fortafcfle and tidy, that I never look at 
them without thinking of Mr. Stanhope/ 
With these words she went to the door, 
and called them from the garden. I can- 
not but own I was astonished at the alter- 
ation in their appearance; their clothes, 
though coarse, were dean $ftd tight, and 
the hilarity of their countenances a con- 
vincing proof of the ease that fceigned 
within. 

1 6 *On 
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" On my return home, as I reflected, 
the more I was charmed with the character 
of the Stanhopes ; but the most distant 
idea of an acquaintance with them was far 
from my thoughts, much less could I sup- 
pose they were designed to pour the balm 
of consolation into my lacerated bosom— 
to obliterate all that was unpleasant of my 
past life-<-to love me even with enthusiastic 
fondness — to see all my petulancies and 
follies with an eye of tender partiality — or, 
in short, to fulfil all those duties my heart 
seemed to claim, and was anxious to re- 
turn. But. I will now cease until to-mor- 
row/ said Mrs. Stanhope,^' when I shall 
conclude my story." 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Narrative concluded— An eccentric Lady 
and Gentleman united. 

On the following morning, Marian arid 
Gertrude, instead of requesting Mrs. Stan- 
hope to continue her narrative, entreated 
her to favour them by riding to Black- 
wood ; but looking al them with a smile, 
she said — u . I feel your attention ; you fear 
to give me pain ; but to speak of the 
virtues of either of the Mr. Stanhopes, 
though the weakness of human nature 
may force a tear, yet when I reflect 
that, this probation over, we shall meet 
in a Jbetter world, my grief is dispelled. 
Nay, when I can conquer those selfish 
principles we are aft too naturally prone 

to, 
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tcs I think with rapture that they are al- 
ready enjoying the recompence of their 
merits. I shall therefore continue my 
story. 

" I had pifototsed fiiy&lf, in the first ef- 
fusions of my anger against lord Seaton, 
never to marry, and the many lonely hours 
I had afterwards passed, strengthened this 
determination so completely, that I thought 
myself invulnerable. Since my father and 
mother's departure, several of the neigh* 
bouring families had invited me; but as I 
knew that it was designed I should neither 
receive nor pay visits, I had declined all. 
At the distance of about three miles lived 
the dowager countess of Bradford, a. wo- 
man universally respected — by some for 
her rank, by others for her riehes, and by 
a third party for those intellectual qualities 
that can alone make true distinctions. I 
had always been a kind of favourite; and 
not satisfied with my declining her invi- 
tation, she wrote to town to my parents, 
entreating their permission that I might 

sometimes 
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scmettek Yiiit ■ faer. Though I am ooir* 
tffotied'fhis was fey ho mearis pl^sairt, yet 
s^Wfektf too much rofl^aefR* 'to bene- 
fitted; itffl I Was drtertfl, in a letter fkah 
ftty sifter , ^fi» tey par^flts did not eoroe- 
^tm! With Wie, to receive and rfetrffti lady 
BJ^ftrefo Visits. 

" I was pleased with this permission, but 
Ktf(5 not much time to think on the subject; 
for Hhe day after she called, and telling 
rife r shfe tad gained my parents 9 consent, 
afe'tctok^e 1 ^^^ With her to dinner. 

l * Frfcin th& period my time was ho 
longer w&ritome. I usually saw her daily, 
and ih consequence most of the respectable 
femiBto in the neighbouthood, who occa- 
sionally Visited at her house. As it was 
generally known that I had refused lord 
Se&toh, t found myte& at first an 6bj6ct of 
curiosity; bat that sentimetit satisfied, I 
began to ehjoy the happiness I was per- 
mitted, wl^ cme day &^ to 
dftttfer &£te 9 sh^ informed me that Mr. 
^tafnhope and Ms son Wefe to be of the 

party. 
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party. To this hour I cannot explain why, 
but my thoughts were employed on them 
the whole morning. William Stanhope I 
had seen, hut his father was totally un- 
known; yet did both so interest me, that 
lady Bradford, more than once laughing, 
asked me, ' if my reveries were propitious 
tolqrdSeaton?' 

" At length they arrived, and lady 
Bradford presented me to the venerable 
senior, saying — ' Miss Morton, Mr. Stan- 
hope — a good girl, as times go, but a little 
eccentric and foolish, or she would never 
have refused a rich, handsome, accom- 
plished young nobleman, and preferred, 
staying in the country to the pleasures of 
the capital' — ' Common report is frequent- 
ly said to be a liar/ said he ; ' but had that 
even advanced farther in respect to Miss 
Morton, I am inclined to believe all, and 
am happy to enjoy this opportunity of tes- 
tifying my admitation of a conduct unu- 
sual at her years. An old man's compli- 
ments,' added he, observing I was confused, 

• you 
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9 you may surely suffer: should this young 
one attempt them, there might be more 
room for a suspicion of interested motives/ 

" I know not how I replied to Mr. Stan- 
hope, or received the compliments of his. 
son; but the first awkwardness over, I 
can assure you, we were by the evening 
so apparently satisfied with each other, 
that lady Bradford declared that she should 
expect to receive the thanks of the trio 
fbr bringing about the acquaintance.— 
' My father's thanks you have an un- 
doubted claim to, madam/ said William'; 
' but for Miss Morton's anjl mine, much 
as I respect you, I cannot allow, as this is 
not our first meeting. I had the honour 
some months since of assisting her in a 
very perilous situation, and of which I 
thought very seriously; but with the cruelty 
of a Spanish duenna, she shut me out of 
the Park,, and forbid me to inquire after 
her.' 

" From this evening an acquaintance 
was formed with the Mr. Stanhopes; nor 

■ • did 
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did lady Bradford, in her cheerfiil moments, 
fkil to p\ate many of those visits to my 
accotint, dt lust those of William. Be 
that to it may, I bad before admired their 
chara£t&*; 'ted'on a nearer knowledge, 
their general 'behaviour was calculated to 
ift&effitenfy ^gtteto, though love was fitr 
from my thoughts. I sometimes indeed 
wished im Sidttfh had resembled Wil- 
liam Starihope -in disposition, and took 
pleasure In recollecting any little anecdote 
I had heard in his prfeise* 

" Thus was I situated when lady Brad- 
ford, to my gre^t amazement, informed me 
she had reeehfed a letter that mentioned 
my steter^ bandage to Mr. St. Austyn — 
an 'event I "had ?no idea of. I cannot but 
confess I was dreadfully hurt, not at her 
marriage, but at this confirmed proof of my 
Jhm^'s'disregard to me. Lady Bradford 
dM all in her power to soothe me; at 
length having in some measure succeeded, 
ahe>s*id,1n a j«ting' marmer— < You cried 
this morning because your sister was mar- 
ried 
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ried first: but dotiot be inconsolable; lord 
Sfefeton is, I dare say/ at your command, 
notwithstanding your, cruelty; and the 
little Mrs. St Austyn, though her husband 
has a good fortune, will be a mere -non* 
entity, when contrasted to the superior 
splendour of the countess of Seaton> — 
* Heaven send she may be happy ! I 'never 
shall ma^ry; but -were I even so inclined, 
IdrdSeatOn would be the last man I should 
choose. No, no, my poor heart will never 
seek a restingupjace where it would be so 
contipMlly >woimded, not only with its 
awn >5bwpws, but those which the tyranny 
oFits proprietor mi^ht inflict on others.'— 
• What tWn say yon to William Stan- 
hope ? IPhink you the little recreant could 
fix in petee "there -?* 

■"'I knowndtwlty I blushed, but I did 
so._* I have not thought of him/ answered 
I; # When he thinks of me, I will honestly 
aflfifwer/— ^Fairly caught! 1 said«she, laugh* 
itig : * The eldest Mr. Stanhope paid me & 
vrat thte morning solely on yOur accotilft. 

Iwill 
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I will not, my dear, use dissimulation with 
you; he well knows your uncomfortable 
situation at home, though he > was too deli- 
cate to touch upon it. Fortune was be* 
neath his son's consideration with a woman 
whose value, he was pleased to say, was 
intrinsic; and would I first consult you on 
the subject, he should be happy to address 
your parents, and, favoured with their con- 
sent, would subscribe to any settlements 
they should require.' 

" I was too much surprised to reply ; 
not but my heart had sometimes whispered 
that William Stanhope paid me particular 
attention, and without defining the senti- 
ment I felt for him, I certainly esteemed 
him above all men. — ' I — I — thank Mr. 
Stanhope,' said I, hesitating; * but ' — 
' But what?' said lady Bradford; ' come, 
come, my young friend, be above disguise 
— William Stanhope is the only man I 
know exactly calculated to make you hap- 
py ; your temper and pursuits to Tme ap- 
pear similar, and his father is immensely 

rich.' 
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rich/ — ' I do not care for his riches,' an- 
swered I ; ' wealth never had any weight 
with me.* — •' Not care for his riches ! Nay, 
then you are farther gone than I expect- 
ed ; but, jesting apart, though wealth may 
have no charms for you, it may for your 
parents/ 

" I sighed. — * Do you forget Mr. Stan- 
hope has been, nay, is now, I believe, in the 
mercantile line?' answered I. — * I do re- 
member it, yet I think they will not re- 
fuse their consent. In the first place, they 
may be pleased to have you settled : in the 
next, his offers, I am convinced, will be 
such as common prudence will oblige them 
to accept.' 

* Of this I was dubious, and therefore 
requested her to return my thanks to Mr. 
Stanhope, and entreat him at least to de- 
lay his application till my father returned 
to the country. Perhaps this request was 
more selfish than I even dared whisper to 
myself. I certainly did not wish to be pro- 
hibited seeing lady Bradford, and' conse- 
quently 
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quently the Mr. Stanhopes ; and it was not 
clear to me, but that it would bring on this 
inconvenience. Certain it is, that on my 
meeting with William Stanhope, I did not 
drive him to despair. As the spring ad- 
vanced, my morning walks were seldom 
unattended; and I sincerely wished, though 
I scarcely dared hope, that he might meet 
my parents' approbation. 

" The summer was advanced when the 
family returned, though without my sister; 
and I had the misfortune to find; that time 
had hot lessened their acrimony towards 
me, and, though almost despairing of suc- 
cess, gave Mr. Stanhope a trembling par* 
mission to make his proposals. 
- " To paint the anger of my parents at 
this unexpected offer, I shall not attempt; 
it included not only Mr. Stanhope and 
myself, but also lady Bradford/ I was 
forbidden all converse with either, and up- 
braided with my meanness in thinking of 
an alliance with a merchant I, however, 
in this case, used no disguise, but replied 

to 



zed by G00gle 



ALBERT. 191 

to my father, that I undoubtedly wquld 
never marry without his consent, unless 
compelled by indifferent usage ; but at the 
same time assured him, that WilliaWiStan- 
hope possessed, my whole heart. 

" From this time I never* wm left in the 
country, and for two years or upwards led 
a life of continual bickerings. I frequent- 
ly heard from Mr. Stanhope, for I never 
promised not to do so ; and had just attain- 
ed my twenty-third year, when. lord Sea- 
ton returned to the country, and again 
chose to renew his persecutions* which 
were so strongly seconded by my parents, 
that I peremptorily declared, that if I was 
not delivered from. them, I. must consider 
myself the agent for my own happiness. 

"This declaration was, however, disre- 
garded •, and, in consequence of some se- 
vere usage, I withdrew myself from home. 
Lady Bradford received me; and three 
wc&ks after, my marriage took place, with 
as much respect, and as liberal a settlement, 

as 
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as if I had brought the first fortune in the 
kingdom. 

" I have not language to describe the 
tenderness of both father and son ; no means 
were left untried to reconcile me to my 
parents; but finding all unavailing, they 
devised a tour through France, Spain, and 
Italy, to amuse my thoughts. My heart 
had indeed met its counterpart, or rather 
a model by which I wished to form my- 
self. Yet were we not,- my dear Gertrude, 
free from those sorrows which are a perpe- 
tual drawback on the happiness of mortals, 
though I am not sufficiently master of my- 
self to enter into minute particulars. My 
children died in their infancy ; in six years 
we had the misfortune to lolse my ever- 
honoured and re§pected father, Mr. Stan- 
hope; and though my beloved husband 
did not apparently suffer when in a mild 
climate, yet his health was so precarious, 
that I insisted on his entirely resigning his 
commercial concerns, and residing abroad, 

visiting 
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visiting England, at most, for a short time 
every second summer, until it pleased 
Heaven to snatch him from the calm en- 
joyment of a well-spent life, to those higher 
rewards which superior virtue claims from 
that Power who knows and properly ap- 
preciates its worth. 

" I have now finished a long story. I, 
jjtydeed, could have wished to be more ex- 
plicit respecting Mr. Stanhope's character, 
but it is a subject I dare not trust myself 
upon ; you Will therefore, I know, willing- 
ly excuse it* 

Gertrude and Marian had, almost with- 
out intending it, taken each of them one of 
her hands, which they pressed to their lips. 

*' I will never consider myself childless/' 
continued she, affectionately, " while Hea- 
ven bestows on me two girls, who appear 
to consider me as a parent; and could I bat 
once see Frederic added to our little circle, 
and such as I wish, my most sanguine 
hopes would be realized, and I should im- 
perceptibly steal down the declining hill of 

vox* 11L k fife 
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life — the final change only from peace here 
to happiness hereafter." 

" Far, far distant may that change be .!" 
exclaimed Gertrude. " Though to you 
it brought happiness, yet to your poor 
Gertrude it must bring sorrow, the bitter- 
est sorrow she ever experienced, to have 
learnt the value of such a friend, and then 
to lose her." 

Marian's reply breathed equal affection ; 
but Mrs. Stanhope, assuming a more cheer- 
ful air, answered — " I have, by my weak- 
ness, infected you with melancholy, and 
therefore ought to be the first to set a bet- 
ter example." 

So saying, she took her place at the 
harpsichord, desiring Marian and Ger- 
trude to favour her with some select airs, 
which she would accompany with the in- 
strument. 



chap: 
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CHAPTER XV. 

A Letter — A Conversation. 

The colonel and Montgomery did not 
fail to write to Frederic, addressing the let- 
ters to his seat in Yorkshire* Both, how- 
ever, by the desire of Mrs. Stanhope and 
Gertrude, avoided mentioning the conduct 
of Berners, but pressed him to accept the 
invitation he had before declined. 

In about a month they received' answers. 
Tl , did not express the 

res ; and simply bore the 

Lc in event thatiiid not 

a 1 and was particularly 

un anhop£* 

_ i they no longer be- 
spoke such bitter self-accusation, were tine* 

K 2 tured 
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tured with melancholy ; yet the pleasure 
he appeared to enjoy in so unexpected a 
correspondence was clearly visible, though 
he again declined their invitation. 

"You ask me," said he, in Ms answer to 
the colonel, " how I am situated ? and do 
not disbelieve me when I say, I feel hurt 
not to answer any question from one I so 
truly esteem and revere as yourself; yet» 
should we ever meet, my whole heart shall 
be open to you, if yott will condescend to 
examine it The state p£ my finances — a 
$batne of past folly — the remembrance of 
what I might perhaps have hoped, and the 
cnjel reflection of what I had made myself, 
all conspired to point out the necessity of 
-retirement. Though I no longer regarded 
myself as open to temptation, yet I resolv- 
ed to fly even the possibility of it ; and as 
m my own country I might have been 
plagued, wherever I hid myscftj with some 
of the loose companions of my former 
hoars, I resolved to leave it, 

* Behold me then in my little home, 

surrounded 
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surrounded with peace, the only anarchy 
in my own bosom, and which I in vain 
endeavour to subdue. Do not judge me 
from this discontented; I am far more 
happily situated than I could hope ; and 
could I forget some particular circum- 
stances, I should declare I was perfectly 
do. My fortune is narrow, but far more 
than adequate to my present expences. 
My health, from a life of regularity mid 
futility* in spite of uneasiness, is better 
tfeim ever I remember it, I have »ot learnt 
to contemn riches, but I have learnt that 
they are but a very insufficient means of 
procuring tappiaeas; for hero, with only 
two poor faithful domestic* I enjoy more 
wnl attention than when surrounded with 
the numbers that the folly of custom im- 
posed on me to keep* My table is plen- 
tiful, but frugal. I have no variety* of 
wines, but then I have no headaches ; and 
having no sumptuous entertainments, I 
have no duns at my gate. In short, my 
good friend, I find myself now richer with 
- k 3 hundreds 
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hundreds than I formerly did with thou- 
sands. Wealth is indeed a blessing, when 
bestowed on those who know its reed use 
and value. But I, unfortunately, was not. 
of that number; it merely seemed to in- 
crease my unnecessary wants, and redouble 
the catalogue of my follies : thus it was 
tny curse, and, had not Bemers and myself 
made such quick. dispatch at the gaming- 
table, might hare become a scourge to iny 
fellows. I have heard that adversity is 
useful ; I am convinced that it frequently 
is so ; and I could even rejoice at the 
change in my fortune, were the loss of af- 
fluence all that my follies had bereft me of, 
as it has given me to know myself. 

" During the day the cultivation of my 
garden, some little improvements I am 
making, and numberless other pursuits, 
employ my thoughts ; but in the calm of 
the evening, sober reflection intrudes, and 
in spite of the philosophy I endeavour to 
flatter myself I possess, I look round for a 
friend, and (shall I honestly confess ?> fee} 

something 
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something like envy as I consider the hap- 
py circle at the Vale, To use the expres- 
sion of our immortal Shakespeare — c in 
my mind's eye/ I see my aunt, calm and 
uniform, enjoying the good of the present 
moment, nor dreading the'evil from which 
conscious virtue secures her— yourself 
my friend, cheerful and eccentric, perform- 
ing the most generous actions as merely 
matters of course, appropriating to your- 
self no merit, but leaving impressions on 
the minds of those you favour, which nei- 
ther time nor chance can efface. Mr. 
Montgomery, if I dare characterize him, 
collected, manly, aijd commanding — proud 
and imperious in the cause of honour and 
undeserved insult; yet, on the contrary, 
Kttle as I have had it in my power to con- 
sider his character, mild to those whom he 
hopes to reclaim by counsel, a tender bro- 
ther, an affectionate relative, and a warm 
friend. My poor Gertrude I do not for- 
get — a good girl, but improperly educated, 
who, however, I hope, by the example of 
■0 K4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Stanhope, and the friend she so affec- 
tionately speaks of in her letter, will be zU 
the heart of her aunt can wish. 

M I eannot finish my picture— <me ob* 
jeet must be wanting, not because she i* 
leas interfiling, but because I dare not 
truat myself on a subject that intrudes and 
mingle* in my every action and pursuit, 
but which fatal necessity, or rather folly, 
has forced me to relinquish. Farewell, my 
dear wr ! I look forward until many long 
tedious months, nay years, shall be lapsed, 
when I can with more propriety stand be- 
fore you, and express my sense of all your 
kindness." 

Such were in part the contents of Fre- 
deric's letter, which afforded general satis*- 
faction, as it appeared a confirmation of 
his continuing in his praise worthy d*sp<v ; 
sition ; the concealment alone was a draw- 
back on the pleasure of the whole party, 
but which they found it was in vain to 
combat 

Albert, divested pf his fears for Marian, 
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by Frederic's repeated refusals to join 
them* yet convinced, by his own avowal, of 
his persevering affection for her, will ftroong 
the most strenuous of hi* friend*--* 00a* 
djw# that not a little endeared him to Ger- 
trude, whq, as she wag one evening walk- 
ing with him and Maria**, a conversation 
respecting her brother took ptatt, snd pf 
whom Albert having spoken kindly, ffce 
answered — " I must thank you for my 
dear Frederic ; the night I received 
die wound from Berners, I in reality 
thought myself dying, and the subject 
most upon my mind was hit happiness, 
which, I am convinced, an entire re- 
conciliation with you can alone effect 
Some month* mice, I was far from ex- 
pecting, such a satisfaction ; now I am 
more sanguine, and hope, that when you 
meet, all past disagreeables will be forgot- 
ten." % 

••They are already so^answered'-Albert; 
" or, if recollected, no sentiment of anger 
mingles wfth the remembrance. Mfc $t 
V * k 5 AustynV 

- ** h v 
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Austyn's errors were not natural, but ac- 
quired ; and had my education been the 
same, I have no doubt I might have aeted 
far more unpardonably. His voluntary re- 
tirement and arrangements prove a mind 
capable of great efforts ; and I will truly 
own, to use your own expression, that I 
look forward with hope to the time when 
a friendship, lasting as our lives, may take 
place between us." 

* Again I thank you," answered Ger- 
trude, with emotion, and holding out her 
hand to Albert — ** I regard this a binding 
promise. You indeed gave me the same 
the night I before mentioned : but I have 
since considered that as extorted from you 
by my situation ; this is free, and therefore 
doubly welcome." 

Few young men, when thus addressed 
by a beautiful girl of nearly nineteen, could 
have entirely preserved tflfcr calmness: 
Albert was not among the number; for, 
pressing the offered hand with energy to 
his lips, he said—" How could you ever 

consider 
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consider a promise you requested extorted 
from me, when one of the first of my wishes 
is to see you happy V 

Though there was nothing very particu- 
lar in the reply, yet Albert's manner was 
sufficiently marking to certify all Marian's 
suspicions, and likewise to strengthen some 
ideas of the same nature Gertrude herself 
had formed. 

Withdrawing her trembling hand from 
Montgomery, a conscious blush colouring 
her face, both continued silent, until Ma- 
rian exclaimed — " A mighty pretty ar- 
rangement, upon my word \ a peace con- 
cluded with Mr. St Austyn, without con- 
sulting, the principal personage in the busi- 
ness. -Albert, it is plain/' continued she, 
laughing, " cannot withstand a bribe ; but 
let your young philosopher dare to shew 
his face, with even all your most sanguine 
Jiopes realized, and I will soon convince 
you how futile are all your schemes, unless 
they receive my sanction/ 9 

" I thank, you, my dear Marian," re- 
K. 6 turned; 
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turned Gertrude ; " did you not almost for* 
give him, you would not speak so cheerfully 
on the subject" 

" Forgive him ! Not I, indeed ! I grant 
no unasked forgiveness. To be sure, if, 
when I first saw him, be had been such a 
creature as one could have borne with, I 
cannot entirely answer but that he might 
have moved my heart in his favour : but 
now I am in vulnerable— he shall never bear 
me to his cell, to fill up the vacant seat at 
his fireside, where we might sit nodding at 
each other, like two Chinese Mandarins on 
a chimney-piece." 

" My poor brother's fortune is indeed, I 
fear, much deranged," answered Gertrude, 
" but not beyond Mrs. Stanhope's power 
to redress. I am convinced my mother 
would never have left me her whole for- 
tune, could she have foreseen his situation ; 
I therefore hold myself but as trustee for 
the moiety to him, and which I have already 
consulted my aunt on transferring. I can 
never consider money of so much utility 
• 'as. 
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as when it contributes toward the happiness 
of those we love* * 

Had Albert been alone with Gertrude, a 
conduct so congenial to his own ideas 
would, in all probability, have forced a de- 
claration; but* restrained by the presence 
of his sister, he could simply applaud a 
disinterestedness thak in bis eyes, gave her 
charm* beyond those of features and person. 

" I am now almost seriously offended*" 
answered Marian. u Pray what have you 
seen in my 'conduct that could le^d you 
for a moment to suppose that the decrease 
of Mr. St. Austyn's fortune could influ- 
ence me ? No* Gertrude, had your bro- 
ther a diadem to lay at my feet, encum- 
bered with his late follies, I feel I could re- 
fuse him ; but such as I thought him at 
our first meeting* and such as we hope to 
find him, if ever we meet again, I can make 
no resolution ; but this I can truly declare, 
that the selfish consideration of fortune shall . 
have no power with m€* 

" My dearest Marian, you misconstrued 
* me f 
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me; I had no such idea ; I simply spoke 
for myself. Never could I enjoy affluence, 
if Frederic's circumstances were contract- 
ed." 

" I accept the apology, because I feel 
the same disposition ; but I fancy, as a 
friend of mine once said," continued she, 
laughing, " I shall never be put to the trial, 
unless I make the tour of Europe in search 
of the recreant, or cause him to be adver- 
tised in all the continental papers, with' a 
considerable reward to that person who 
shall bring him before me." 

At that moment Mrs. Stanhope joined 
the trio, and,, after a pleasant walk,. they 
returned, home. 



CHAP: 
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CHAPTER XVI 



A MaiTtage— Advances of a Lover. 

For several weeks no material event caus- 
ed any alteration at tlie Vale ; the colonel 
and his nephew were, as usual, constant vi- 
sitors : the latter, by his attentions,, almost 
unconsciously became daily more estimable 
to Gertrude : though no conclusive decla- 
ration had yet taken place, she treated him 
with the distinguished friendship of a sis- 
ter, and received the repeated proofs he gave 
of his attachment to her, as though they 
had proceeded from a brother. 

With Frederic they constantly corres- 
ponded, but were still ignorant of the place 
of his residence, their letters being all sent 
; to 
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to Yorkshire, and his bearing the London 
post-mark.. 

One morning that the colonel and Al- 
bert had paid the ladies an early visit, they 
found them reading the London newspa- 
pers, when, on a sudden, to the amazement 
of all, an, exclamation escaped Gertrude*, 
not an, exclamation of sorrow or regret,, 
but one that expressed surprise and satis* 
faction*. 

" My dear girl,? said Mrs* Stanhope,. 
c< what can move you thus? I should be 
alarmed, but that, there is more pleasure 
than concern in your manner." 

" Pardon me, madam," returned Ger- 
trude, deeply blushing, " I take shame to* 
myself for my folly; but indeed it was in* 
voluntary, and therfcute I hope you will: 
excuse it" 

Mrs. Stanhope pressed no farther, though 
the extreme agitation of Gertrude, during 
the whole of the breakfast, convinced her 
something had greatly surprised her; but 

she 
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she no woiwr retired with Marian, to equip 
themselves for their walk, than taking up 
the paper, she examined it accurately, and 
soon read the following ludicrous para- 
graph :— 

" On the twentieth day of last month, 
was married at the Hague, Charles Bei% 
ners, esquire, to the widow of the late 
George Graham, esquire; a lady who> 
though past the bloom of life, is possessed 
of every requisite to render the narrage 
state happy, 

" ». B- She is reputed worth twenty 
thousand pounds," 

" Unhappy, infatuated woman!" ex* 
claimed Mrs. Stanhope; " though I do not 
know her, she sincerely has my pity, Ger- 
trude's behaviour » how explained — Ber- 
ners is married. In the surprise of the mo- 
ment, she was not sufficiently master of her 
feelings to conceal the satisfaction such an 
event must give her, as it bus placed that 
insuperable bar that must inevitably release 
ber from his persecutions * 

f^think 



a 
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1 * I think he would hardly have dared to 
venture here again," returned the colonel, 
" had he even not been married ; but as it 
appears to give Miss St Austyn pleasure, 
madam, I cannot but rejoice with you.* 

" Indeed it also gives me great satisfac- 
tion,* said she ; " and you will, I know, ex- 
cuse my absence, while I speak to Gertrude 
on the subject." 

With these words she hastily withdrew. 
A silence of some minutes ensued, when 
the colonel suddenly whistled LUibulero; 
but the tune being concluded, without any 
perceptible effect on Albert, his displeasure 
was no longer restrained to music; for, 
addressing his nephew, he said — * Fray, 
sir, are you now convinced that Miss St. 
Austyn has no attachment that can intrude 
to prevent her accepting, with all due re- 
spect, the honour of your hand, when it 
shall please your sublime sultanship to fa- 
vour her by throwing the handkerchief?" 

" My dear sir," answered Albert, not ap- 
parently noticing his manner, " I cannot 

see 
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see why I have itason to rejoice at this 
event Miss St. Austyn may despise Ber- 
ners, yet that may be no argument in my 
favour/' 

" Argument in your favour ! I should 
be sorry if it were. It would be a sin to 
unite such a charming girl to a lump of 
living lumber, a mere pillar of nitre, or 
cake of ice. Egad! I can attribute the long 
respite I have enjoyed from the gout, to 
nothing but so frequently coming in con* 
tact with your icicles." 
' " I am glad, sir," replied Albert, " it has 
had so salutary an effect." 

P Zounds, sir, it has had a confounded 
bad effect! .for, in the intervals from my 
cold fit, I am in a raging fever, as at this 
present moment. For the honour of my 
country, I am glad you are not an Irish- 
man ; and, indeed* I ought perhaps rather 
to pity than condemn you, for I am some- 
times inclined to think that nature has 
packed you off into the world without a 
heart" 
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* I should rather dopbt," returned AU 
bert, laughing, " thai she ha* given me too 
large a portion, or why is it so difficult to 
be satisfied?" 

*• Because you we a fool ! Eveiy one 
must see how partial Gertrude is to yon !* 

" Ah, sir ! if I were once assured of her 
affection, I should m future have neither 
doubts nor Jfears " 

" What better evidence can a man ask 
than that of her eyes? I never in my life 
knew any of your suspicious, over-careful 
folks, but what in the long run made asses 
of themselves. You will play with yo»t 
haziness till it may perhaps slip through 
^your fingett ; for such a girl is not t* b* 
trifled with; *»d, confound me, if I was 
" her relation, If I would suffer any jadk* 
anapes to scrutinize and squint at her ac- 
tions through the magnifying glass of his 
own silly brain, like an old virtuoso at the 
motions of a flea!" 

" My dear sir," replied Albert, " te say 
truth, I sometimes could almost flatter my- 
self 
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-that I am not totally indifferent to her; 
that hope once confirmed, my nitre, ftnow, 
[and ice, would be dissolved in a moment." 

The colonel paused.---" Obserre me well, 
Montgomery," said he ; u whatever may 
happen, I wash my hands of the business. 
It is sometimes necessary to punish tnen's 
bodies for the^good of their souls— if that 
should be your case, remember your own 
folly occasioned it." 

With this inexplicable threat he left his 
nephew, who, after remaining alone a few 
minutes, was joined by Marian and Ger* 
trade, when, after some little conversation 
on the subject of Berners' marriage, the lat* 
ter said — " I am conscious that my. beha* 
viour this morning was very ridiculous ; 
but I was totally thrown off my guard by 
the satisfaction I felt : I am now more 
calm. Newspaper intelligence is frequent- 
ly not authentic ; and I scarcely dare yet 
give credit to this." 

* Though I consider Bentett as too in* 
significant to give you a moment's pain, I 
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sincerely wish, if it will add to your hap- 
piness, that it may be true." 

" Indeed," said Gertrude, u it will re- 
move a mountain from my bosom, as I 
shall, in all probability, never see him more. 
I know not how it is, but I hope I am not 
less sensible of my folly than formerly ; but 
I certainly no longer am so deeply wound- 
ed by the remembrance. It used to make 
me, if not hate, shun all mankind; but I 
now appear to breathe a freer air, and con- 
sider every object with a complacency I 
have scarcely ever before experienced." 

" You do your friends but justice," re- 
turned Albert, " to consider them, as far as 
possible, in the same partial light that every 
one must necessarily regard you." 

" On my life, a compliment !" exclaim- 
ed Marian ; w and from Albert ! Treasure 
it, Gertrude, for it is a scarce commodity ; 
I much question you ever receive another. 
Will you be obliging enough, brother, to 
repeat it, in order to refresh our memo- 
ries?" 

u I deny 
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* I deny the accusation ; Miss St Aus- 
tyn is above compliment" 

"Deeper and deeper!" cried Marian: 
* Stay a moment, Albert, till I call my . 
uncle, that he may be gratified by learning 
your improvement He told me the other 
day that you had the least gallantry he ever 
saw a young man possess : now could you 
not manage to get into favour by paying 
a few flowery compliments in his presence 
to Miss St Austyn's person ? for to me he 
would consider it what he calls all gri- 
mace." 

" I could not compliment Miss St. Aus- 
tyn's person withopt begging pardon of her 
understanding, and must therefore still re- 
tain my uncle's bad opinion/ 9 

" Pish !" said Marian, " to continue my 
uncle's own words — **You are a foolT 
What has understanding, to do with com- 
pliments ?" 

" Truly, nothing,* said Albert 

" Nothing can come of nothing. Speak 

again, 19 
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'vg&m" returned she; "are we not two 
lovely Creatures ?" 

•* You are both passing fair,* answered 
Albert ; « let that satisfy you." 

*Oh, you abominable churl! td select 
the expression that of all others I detest ! 
old, young, brown, yellow, crooked, 
straight, are all in their turn termed Mr; 
as fair creatures, fair maids,, fair ladies, fair 
authoresses, fair inconstants, with all the 
et ctieras of fair, that in short include the 
whole sex. Say we are handsome, and you 
shall have our best curtseys." 

" You are handsome enough to claim the 
admiration of men, but whether that of the 
generality of women, I have my doubts." 

u How strangely does that answer scent 
of the old bachelor, who must ever season 
his discourse, and shew his wit in illiberal 
sarcasms at women, because, like the fox in 
the fable, he pretends to despise the grapes 
he cannot reach ! w 

" Your obsertation, in some cases, may 

be 
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t>e jus!* byt fcr from general ; my unde, 
for example — I don't think the ladies have 
a wore devoted admirer." 

«* I have frequently wondered," said 
Gertrude, " that be never married ; his tem- 
per it ao cheerful, and his heart so good/ 
ttat notwithstanding hi* eccentricity any 
WQ&an might have been happy with him." 
. " You pay him but a just tribute," an- 
aweied Albert ; " for, added to the candour 
of your opinion, you are one of his greatest 
favourites;' 

u Indeed," returned Marian, w I am fre- 
quently rather jealous; nor should I greatly 
wonder, as he says Albert is not inclined 
to marriage* if he was, with one of his best 
CQBkg4e* 9 to make Gertrude an offer of his 
heart* 

" When he does, I shall certainly accept 
it* if only fo* the purpose of teaching you 
your dijty to your new aunt" 

44 Agreed— I freely give consent. What 
say you, Albert, to this arrangement?" 

" That though I wish my uncle all pos* 
▼Of,. III. L sible 
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sible happiness, I could rather it was more 
independent of my own." 

The entrance of Mrs. Stanhope broke 
upon the discourse ; she informed them the 
colonel wre returned home. — " We have 
had/' saidtBhe, " a long conference respect- 
ing Frederic; and his opinion is, that if all 
other methods fail, we should endeavour to 
discover him by the means of his domes- 
tics in Yorkshire, or his attorney in Lon- 
don," . 

-" Will you, my dear madam," replied 
Albert, warmly, " trust to my diligence in 
this affair?" 

u I thank you, my young friend, but for 
the present will decline your offer ; we will 
yet a little longer try if my nephew perse- 
veres in his concealment; if he does, I 
think I must take a journey to London." 

Albert soon after took leave, Marian and 
Gertrude retired to dress, and Mrs. Stan- 
hope withdrew to her apartment. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



A Fete — New Lovers— An old Affront 
not forgotten. 

Though Mrs, Stanhope declined living in 
the bustle of life^ or being a slave to the 
punctilios of fashion, yet she was ' far from 
rejecting a Select and cheerM society: 
thus she, with her niece and Marian, occa- 
sionally received and paid visits to all the 
respectable families in the surrounding 
country. 

At the distance of five miles dwelt Mr* 
Willowby, a gentleman of large fortune, 
who having ah only son on the point of 
attaining his twenty-first year, it was 
thought necessary to give a sumptuous en- 
tertainment ; to which, among the first fa- 
l 2 wiilies 
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milies in the county, Mrs, Stanhope, her 
niece, and Marian, were invited, as were 
also the colonel and his nephew. 

On the appointed evening, the ladies 
found the colonel and Albert at Mr. Wil- 
lowby's on their arrival, and having paid 
their compliments to the owners of the 
ntensipiu immediately joined the company. 
Mr. George WiUqwby, a& hero of the fete, 
opened the ball with a minuet, in which 
ta entreated Mm Sfc Austyn'a band* 
whictt w« fceadily granted; but as he led 
h^r to her seat a request for a continue 
tjon of that fevour was answered by bfr 
pleading a prior engagement to Mr. Moot* 
gQiaery. 

* May I entreat then,^aaidhe, '« for the 
third and fotirth dance ?" 

.Gertrude bowed, retook her plaee, and a 
fipw minutes after Marian was selected by a 
gentleman, with whom having danced * 
minuet, she promised her hand for the first 
country dance. 

* Albert and Gertrude were by no mem* 

among 
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among tha least dieerfUl of the «et ; and, 
the first dance over, he requested her to fl* 
W» Mm when she should be again difcten- 
gaged. 

* With all my heart,* rfcpHsd she, with 
great naiveti--" I Wish we did not chafrig* 
*-*•! hate to dance with a stranger * 

At that moment M&rian, with her p&rt* 
iifef, wh6 appeared particularly attentive, 
joined them \ when Gertrude casually ad- 
dressing her by natae* he said— * If I am 
not impertinently carious, 1 ffcfok that lady 
called ym. Miss Montgomety V 
• " Montgomery is my natne>" returned 
Marian. • . 

w W«dd to Heaven," amw&red the 
stranger,." ydu may never change it !" 

"In «11 probability I never shall," said 
the, smiling, but with some surprise. 

" That probability would be most for- 
tunate for me,*' answered he^ 

" I .know not how it could interest you," 
said die. 

lS "Iwasfe 
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" I wish you would make me the pro 
mise." •* 

" That is requesting too much," answer* 
ed she, laughing, " as, should I meet with 
a name more musical to my ear; I might ' 
be tempted to break it." ^" 

" I am now convinced that cannot be, at 
least to mine," returned he ; " and, (i-pro- 
pos 9 as no one has been spiteful enough to 
step forward to claim you, may I not en- 
treat your hand for the ensuing dance ?" 

" By no means. I have a beau ready 
on this occasion, who will fall in exactly 
with your idea, as his name is also Mont- 
gomery."* 

A3 she spoke, she laid her hand on Al- 
bert, who, to confess the truth, had been 
paying more attention to Gertrude than 
his sister, and did not feel any particular 
gratification at the marked attention young 
Willowby appeared to pay her. 

M If you are not engaged, Albert," said 
she, " I bespeak you for the next two 
dances." 

« With 
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* With all my heart ; stay till I have 
spoken to my uncle, and I anr\ at your com* 
maud." 

As he replied, he crossed the room to the 
colonel, when the stranger said — " He 
must, indeed, be more than man to have 
declined such a challenge ; but no one ex* 
cept a brother could have accepted it so» 
coldly." 

During the next dance, Marian observed 
her late partner in earnest discourse with 
the lady of the house, and a man consider- 
ably advanced in years, their eyes direct- 
ed alternately to the colonel, herself, and 
brother. 

The dance was scarcely concluded, when 
Mrs. Willowby, joining Marian and her 
party, said — " Indeed, Mr. Montgomery, 
such monopoly is unpardonable, and must 
not be permitted. I come an humble pe- 
titioner from your sister's partner, who' 
not only begs to be reinstated,, but also the 
honour of being introduced to you. — Ed- 
Ll ward 



d by Google. 



$84 AXJdEHT* 

ward Mofctgotaery, son of si* Jftrttes 
Mtmtgomety," added she, presenting hbq> 
The surprise of both- Albert and Mortal 
wa* excessive: the format, though he was 
too gfcneroos to condemn the son ibr the 
negfcct his father had shewn to a deserving 
brother, could mot immediately banish the. 
reflection ; therefore bowed with more dis- 
tance than was natural to him. 

44 To confess €he truth, cousin, for I will 
not fonget the relationship;' said Edward 
Montgomery > " I fancy some blame may 
be attached to my part of the fomily re- 
h sqpectiAgyotirs; but as V cannot consider 
myself an accessary, neither I hope witi 

This apology banished Alberts coldness; 
and seating themselves in a corner, the 
trio soon formed an acquaintance. 

Th&,£ecbnd dance concluded, Gertrude 
joined them; when Albert receiving her 
from Vfailowby, rfie said, curtseying-—** I 
will danpe no more this evening, sir/ 9 

/ "Are 
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> « Ate yott ill ?" said Albert, tetideriy • 
91 1 hftte seen you danoe for longer without 
eamptoint** 

Gertrude CKcused herself, and they 
chatted until supper; after which Mrs* 
Stanhope, with her niece and Marian* re- 
turned home; 

The ball, and the meeting it had been 
productive of, furnished discourse for the 
ensuing morning, both at filackwood and 
the Vale. The colonel, though he allow- 
ed that the son should not bfc accountable 
for the actions of his father, yet appeared 
by no means anxious to cultivate an ac- 
quaintance, and did not fail to express his 
satisfaction* when he found that sir James 
was only on a visit at Mr. Willowby's, the 
young gentlemen having been at college 
together. 

In the course of the motning, Edward 
Montgomery, with his friend, came to in* 
quire after the ladies ; and having staid as 
long tts politeness would permit, tliey call- 
ed on their way home at Blackwood. 

lS The 
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The colonel's behaviour, though hospit- 
able, had not that friendly bluntness thai* 
distinguished him among his favourites ; 
the constrained rules of politeness with 
him always degenerated into coldness ; and 
though he was careful not to wound the 
feelings of Albert, by any reflection on his 
father's family, he by no means appeared 
sorry when the visitors left them. — " What 
think you of those two bucks ?" said he, 
when Albert returned from accompanying 1 
them to the door. 

" They &&1 likely young fellows," re- 
turned Albert ; " but, if I may judge on 
so slight an acquaintance, rather superficial 
than really informed or accomplished." 

* At alj events," answered the colonel* 
4 * yx*ung Montgomery does not apparent* 
ljljP^s^^^. pride and insolence of his fa- 
t^. 9V ^hogieIafell never meet with him, 
a^fljj^f^Jd. hardly help giving him a rub 
<$ 7 jaast j $m,es ; though it oould not be 
deft* *v£t}iout ijidhjidiRg paysetf in the re* 

. " My 
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* My dear uncle, why will you distress 
me hy remembering what, could my pa- 
feats see, they would declare had been so 
greatly compensated?" 

" Perhaps they might ; but I have a mo* 
nitor within not so easily satisfied. How 
many uneasy hours could I have spared 
them ! how many pleasurable ones, as your 
mother said in her letter^ have I deprived 
tayselfof!" 

" How many happy ones h&ve you en- 
abled their children to enjoy ! how has 
your kindness supplied all tl£fee claims fi- 
lial duty has on the heart !" 

" This meeting with sii/ James Montgo- 
mery has torn open the old wound ; for I 
consider him a mirror that reflects my own 
faults.* 

* My father never, 
ness like that of sir 
first offence, and not 
the property that in ; 
appertained to my ij&ker, though a regu- 
lar division had hotfibeen specified*" 

} . ' is. 6 Some 
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Some day* after this discourse, one 
morning that Albert was out, and the co- 
lonel alone, the servant, to his great sur* 
prise, announced sir James Montgomery 
and Mr. Willowby. Desiring them to be 
admitted, he received them with a civility 
that he considered particularly due to Mr. 
Willowby, but bowed to sir James as a 
stranger ; and, after some preliminary dis- 
course—" We are come, colonel," said the 
firat-me<>tioned, " at once to entreat your 
favour arid your interest The fortune of 
our tw<$btif0£^tou are sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with, to render much explanation un- 
necessary. The happiness of both, they 
say, depends, the one on your concurrence, 
and the other on your favourable tepre- 

nhope, who, we are 
due deference to- it 
ire both ancient and 
are sole heirs— and 
*jfee them married, 
osier asked than 
ur interest with 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Stanhope to fbrw&id his wishes with 
Miss St Austyn, and sir James submits to 
your consideration the same proposal flxnti 
his son to Miss Montgomery." 

Mr. Willowby might have continued 
longer without interruption, though the 
colonel felt a sentiment of impatience he 
was successful in concealing. 

" You do me more honour, sir," an- 
swered he, " than I have any right to 
claim. Though Mrs. Stanhope does me 
the favour to protect my ni?oe» yet in a 
matter so near to her hap|^|pe$fttos the dis- 
posal of Miss St. Austyn, wh^mjshe regards 
as a daughter, I will not presume to inter- 
fere. Foar Miss Montgomery I ean say 
•little more; she is entirely under the care 
of Mrs. 
responsrt 
Worthy 
cline ail 

" I as 
James, \ 
have bee 
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perhaps justify In your opinion this reply- 
but you will be pleased to recollect, the 
error was equally oa your side as mine; 
though you possess the credit of having 
first made the atonement" 

u I claim no merit from that circum* 
stance, sir James," answered the colonel* 
" I speak freely before Mr. Willowby, be- 
cause I consider him your friend,, and will 
therefore honestly owfafe that no restitu* 
tion I can make to tflf children will per- 
fectly satisfy me for th6 neglect with which 
I treated the pareiits.. I was surrounded 
with affluence, while my sister, with an- 
affectionate husband and two deserving; 
children, possessed a stipend so slender,, 
that nothing but frugality, and a good con- 
ive enabled them to sup- 
lat credit to themselves,. 
11 others* that they must 
. Yet they were happy r 
essed it not long before 
I the coaimon lot of mor- 
tals : that, sir James, theiiSfcnutual friends — > 

pardon. 
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pardon me, I mean relations— could not 
deprive them oft" 

** AH this, however true," answered sir 
James, haughtily, "i& foreign to the pur- 
pose; Miss Montgomery could suffer no 
disgrace by accepting my son's hand." 

** Doubtless not ; and as, I shall, give you 
my honour not to interfere in the affair, 
so will I also give you my opinion. Both 
Albert and his sistegg* fir James,, possess a 
plentiful share of ffie family pride; and that 
being the only inheritance on the. side o£ 
both father and mother, v$& ,can blame 
them? Not I, I confess; my conscience 
must be clearer before I can enter upon a 
subject so Criminating to myself." 

" All this is no proper reason, why .Mtak 
Montgomery should refuse my son, uitfesj* , 
she is engaged," returned sir -<fonea&2<X J > 

" That, to my certain l^c^ldigeUjifffifei^ 
not; but are you awafe, sir ^mtttMjkp-y 
many humiliations s}& has suffiacedv^fwt 
which being i^cd3#§ted, might w|fc£feuon 
your family? ' Her mpt&ro's dffcd ibdy 

*'".■- ' wa« 
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was arrested ; Albert redeemed it with hit 
living one, and consigned himself iti the 
flower ttf hid age to & prison. Mfcrian, re- 
duced to dependence 6n a d&ertfng wo- 
man, whose abilities were however not 
equal to her inclination, was constrained to 
seek a service, in which situation she first 
met Mr*. Stanhope, wh& I am convinced, 
would have preserved both her and Albert 
from indigence, had they even never seen 
me. Such are our obligations to that 
lady; and now known to you, sir J*ffies, 
you will, I have no doubt* acknowledge 
them, as you think Marian worthy to be 
your son** wife*" 

* Though I should bfe proud of at* ac* 
quaintance with a lady the world speak* so 
highly of as Mrs. Stfciihope," tfnsWered sir 
James, *• I cannot consider myself as under 
any immediate obligation to her ; and if 
amy such as you express exist, 1 should 
think the honour of thg family mutually 
concerned in discharging them,** 

"I know riot how that is to be accom- 
plished* 
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pifched," anfcweted thfe eotond* « if even 
Mis. Stanhope were not above pecuniary 
considerations; ami for myself, I regani 
money as inadequate to repay such obli- 
gations" 

Mr* Willowby, who perceived little was 
to be hoped from the interference of the 
colonel, joined in discourse by sayings 
" As yott decline the affair, colonel, and 
have generously declared that yon will 
*ot interfere in inspect to Miss Montgo*- 
mtry, we wiH apply to Mrs. $tanfc®p£. 
Sir James, I inn convinced^ wfll submit all 
to her judgment; and for tnysel£ if happy 
enough to succeed in my negociatitoi for 
my son, pecuniary matter* ate beneath mt 
consideration. Miss Si Auetyn^ forborne 
shall be settled on herself, to which we will 
add any jointure on my estate her aunt 
may think requisite.**— -With these words 
the gentlemen rose; and a formal leaver 
having passed, the colonel was left to Ms 
reflections. 

For 
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For some time he talked about the 
apartment; then, withiiis usual vehemence, 
began whistling an Irish tune; at which 
instant Montgomery entered, and seeing 
his uncle's discomposure, though he was 
far from surmising the cause, took his place 
in silence, for interference he well knew 
unavailing. The tune at length concluded,, 
turning to his nephew, he said — " Young- 
Willowby is a fine spirited handsome fel- 
low, not one of your shilly-shally uncertain 
chaps — not one of your virtuoso iftagotty 
lovers ; he is content to take the girl, and 
find out her faults afterwards. He offers 
to settle her whole fortune on herself, and 
a portion of the family estate. You have 
made a devilish clean piece of business of 
it, for I have no doubt but that she will' 
accept him; his father has been here to 
entreat my interest with Mrs. Stanhope." 

A sentiment not of the most pleasing 
kind for a moment prevented Albert's re- 
ply; but, struggling with his feelings, he 
said — " I cannot wonder at such an event 

Mis* 
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Miss St Austyn is formed to be beloved, 
and the offer proves at once his honour 
and discernment." 

" And your behaviour proves at onoe 
your folly and obstinacy. If you had been 
yuled by me, all would have been settled 
by this time ; now ten to one but he caN 
lies her off! What will you say to that; 
sir?" 

" 1 know not what I shall say, sir ; but 
I must endeavour to bear the disappoints 
njent like a rational creature." 

" You lie, sir; you wont bear it like a 
rational creature ; in spite of your hypo- 
crisy, the girl is as dear to you as your own 
soul ; and you will run the fellow through 
the guts, and hang yourself, bpfore ybii 
will so quietly resign hen" 

" I hope not, sir ; I own I love her — 
sincerely, truly love her; but if she prefers 
Willowby to me, I hope I shall act with 
propriety, and resign her without having 
recourse to such a dreadful alternative" 

« D— n 
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«D-i-nphilosopl*yr sayi, w wfcatfa6 

it to do with love?" 

« If I should judge by myself* terj 
little, »." 
* v « Qh> sir, you. will allow that ? WeH, 

set off to the Vale then; k*e no thfi*, bet 
make the first proposal ; Mrs. Stanhope, I 
am convinced, will favttuY ybu> nor do I 
think that Gertrude will be obdurate." 

" Much as I fcvt her, si*, I cannot bear 
this idea of influencing her tiondttct* I 
consider myself as bound to her, from the 
modtent you addressed her aunt in toy fa- 
vour { but let he* choice be unrestraintd 
Should she refuse Mr, WiUotrby^ — " 

" Refuse Mm! The girl's not soch an 
idiot If she had any expectancy of yott 
indeed — but that she cannot have— so let 
the foattek* take its chance— (facing a 
laugh ^Ha, ba, ha! I hope she will ae* 
ctept him, if only to punish your foBy-~ 
Ha, ha, ha ! Egad, it will serve me for a 
joke to laugh at you as long as I live P 

^ « Indeed 
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* Indeed I hope ta> the Qpntrary — I 
do not think she can like WiUowby ; and 
if she does not, I am convinced she will 
refuse him/ 9 

tt Coi)fbund.yoqr vanity J Now the mur- 
der's out Xk> you think she has fallen in 
love with your sweet face? Albert, dcart 
he a blockhead; read the fable of The 
Dog and the Shadow, and make the ap- 
plication." 

With these words the. colonel bounced 
out of the apartment, and Albert was en- 
deavouring to collect himself, when, sud- 
denly returning, he said — * Zounds ! you 
put every thing out of my head \ Old Jem 
Montgomery caqie here with Willowby ; 
he wants to snap up your sister for his 



son." 



* Is it possible," returned Albert, "-that 
he could propose sn<?h an alliance ?" 

u Very possible," answered the colonel. 
* May I entreat your opinion of it, sir? 

** My opinion is, for I love Marian, 
that she should be left to her own choice. 
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, Mw. Stanhope, I am convinced, will ad- 
vise her for the best, and to her I have re- 
ferred the gentleman. I need not tell you 
I don't like sir James ; but, if his son was 
lucky enough to please your sister, I cer- 
tainly would endeavour to forget whatever 
might be a drawback on her happiness." 

" My dear uncle," replied Albert, with 
ap emotion he could not repress, " never 
will Marian, who looks up to you as a 
parent, marry any one that has not your 
entire approbation.'* 

. " Peace, sir !—tTo use your own words, 
I cannot bear the idea of influencing her 
conduct; I therefore insist upon it you 
make no mention of what you may surmise 
respecting me." 



END OF VOL. III. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Proposals of Marriage — The History of 
a a, a female Heart. u.u.l. 

X HOUGH neither sir James nor Mr. 
WilloWby were entirely pleased with their 
reception at Blackwood, they resolved not 
to he so easily repulsed, and continued 
their way to the Vale, where they made 
their proposal to Mrs. Stanhope, informing 
ha of their previous visit to the colonel. 

Mrs* Stanhope, after expressing her 
sense of the compliment paid her, replied 
-— * I shall accept, without apology, the 

vol. iv. b trust 
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trust colonel O'Bryen reposes in . me re- 
specting his niece, whom indeed I love as 
affectionately as Gertrude ; and, as I have 
resolved never to interfere in her choice 
of a companion for life, will adopt the same 
conduct with Marian. I shall therefore 
candidly lay your offers before them, and, 
if you will favour me with a visit, can let 
you know the result in a few days." 

The gentlemen, having returned their 
thanks, soon after took leave. 

As Gertrude and Marian were out at 
the time of the visit, they were unacquaint- 
ed with what had passed ; thus, in the 
evening, their behaviour was equally as 
free as before. Mrs. Stanhope, however, 
had a short conversation with the colonel 
alone, the result of which was, simply 
leaving all to her prudence and his nieces 
choice. 

On the ensuing morning, after break- 
fast, Mrs. Stanhope, addressing Gertrude 
and Marian, said, smiling — " I shall per- 
haps surprise you, when I say I have bu- 
siness 
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siness with each of you alone ; not that it 
consists of any secret, but because it will 
be more impartially canvassed. My com- 
mission ended, you will consult together 
on the subject." 

" My dear aunt, did you not smile as you 
speak, such a preparation would startle 
me." 

" Half-an-hour each, I fancy, will serve 
for all our deliberations, perhaps less. 
May I first intrude on you, Miss Montgo- 
mery?" 

" Certainly, madam." 

'* In ten minutes I shall expect you ; 
you will find me in the library." 

With these words she left them: for a 
minute they looked at each other in silence, 
when Marian, with her usual liveliness, 
said — " Nothing less than a husband 
could come in such a terrific form. I 
know it every syllable before I go. Al- 
bert, I will wager my life, has been making 
proposals, and we are to consult on the 
business?' 

B 2 * Dear 
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'< Dear Marian* bow could so haoprok 
able an id«a gst into your hepd?" 

''Dear Gertrude* I see no improbability 
iath$ case; were you indeed old,, ugly, 
and lame, it might not be quite so probh 
able," 

* For pity's sake, be serious ; tine busi- 
ness is first with you, which plainly proves 
your error." 

."Not in the least; a person of my coi|r 
sequence in the family must ever take the 
lead. I am to consult, advise, and docu- 
ment you ; therefore, I charge you, behave 
like ar good girt" 

" Ridiculous! My dear Marian, stay 
as short a time as possible; I shall be im- 
patient to learn the conference," 

" I. wijl ; but be assured it is exactly m 
Isay." 

On Marian^ entering the library, and 
taking her seat, Mrs. Stanhope said— ^ I 
shall wave all introduction, as I have no 
doubt you ai?e curious to know my private 
business — therefore shall simply w&mm 

you, 
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you, that yesterday I received ati unexcep- 
. tionable ofBm of marriage for you, in point 
of fortune; but whether so in other re- 
spects roust depend upon yourself. The 
colonel leaves the adjustment of the affair 
to me without control, and I transmit my 
power to you ; therefore a refusal, or an 
acceptance, depends on yourself." 

Marian* in spite of the spirits with which 
she entered the apartment, felt abashed, 
and with her eyes fixed ori the ground re- 
mained silent. » 

"To lose you, my feve, utitess it was to 
contribute towards you* o#n happiness," 
continued Mrs. Stanhope, * Would be pairi- 
ftil to me; but, under that supposition, I 
should be willing to Submit Sir James 
Montgomery was herfe yestertay to make 
offers for his son." 

"Tome, madam** 

* To you, Marian. Is there July thing 
extraordinary in Such a proposal, from a 
man of Mr. Edward Montgomery' $ age, 
to a woman of yours?* 

B 3 « I think 
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"I think there is, madam, where he has 
seen me only once or twice, which is our . 
case." 

" He appears, from the little I saw of 
him, lively and good-humoured, and his 
father seems warmly interested in the 
cause." 

" I am sorry he is so ; but an impression 
so recent will be soon effaced : as a cousin 

1 can like Edward Montgomery very well, 
but as a husband, I cannot give him a se- 
cond thought Sir James too I can re- 
spect as an uncle, but never look up to as 
a parent. A number of lioBeasant traits 
of character and dispositi9Hhat I have 
heard my father relate rejB^ting him, 
would intrude on my memdBfc and pre- 
vent that affection I should wi^b feel for 
the parent of the man to whoml||ntrust~ 
ed the happiness of my whole liwffl 

* You will however consider tm$ affair 
for a day or two before we give a decisive 
answer?" 

" Dear madam, neither days, months, 

nor 
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nor years, can make any alteration in my 
opinion. I shall undoubtedly rejoice to 
be on terms of friendship with my father's 
family, but I will never be nearer related 
to it." 

" Our business is then settled; and I 
must give the most palliative answer we 
can devise to sir James. Will you, my 
love, send Gertrude tome? But again I 
request you to give this offer a further 
thought." 

- Marian, dismissed, ran to Miss St. 
Austyn, who was anxiously waiting for 
her. — " Marian/* said she, " what is the 
matter? I feared my aunt had some dis- 
agreeable intelligence, and am now con- 
vinced it is so, by the glow of your com- 
plexion, and the agitation which even your • 
cheerfulness cannot suppress." ,, 

" Mrs. Stanhope wants you directly. I 
have not time to enter into particulars ; 
suffice it, she has offered me a dose I can- 
not possibly swallow.'* 

" My dear Marian, be explicit." 

b 4 " Yes, 
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* Yes/ the bitterest of all doses when 
taken against the inclination — a husband ! 
But Mrs. Stanhope is waiting for yoo — 
she will wonder at your delay." 

Gertrude obeyed, though with no very 
quick step. 

"My dear girl,* said Mrs. Stanhope, * I 
have already this morning been an unsuc- 
cessful pleader ; whether I shall be more 
fortunate with you I know not; but this 
I can assure you, I am totally unprejudiced 
I yesterday received a matrimonial propo- 
sal for you, unexceptionable in point of 
fortune and connexions, but have declined 
any reply until I consulted you, as your 
opinion will entirely guide and determine 
mine.** 

Gertrude turned pale, trembled univer- 
sally, and remained silent 

" Yoo do not even ask me the name of 
the party, my love; perhaps you guess? 9 * 

" Oh, no! madam, I— I eannot surmise; 
I am so happy under your protection, that 
I never wish to change it." 

But 
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m Bat if an otter *ueh as your ftiends 
could approve* and your heart could ac- 
cept, what answer would you then giver 

" I Wtfuld refer it to y<ro, madams 

* My candid good girl, I will not keep 
you iff suspense; the offer k from Mr. 
Willowby." 

* • Mr. WiUowby, madam r 

w Why that astonishment, my dear girl ? 
Did yoti expect inch a proposal from any 
othe* quarter?" 

* I certainly did not expect it from him, 
madam, a mere visiting acquaintance — a 
stranger ! He wasf undoubtedly ridiculous 
enough in his compliments the evening 
we were art! his father's; but I thought ho 
mom about it, nor indeed have I ever re. 
collected him since," . 

*Thoge are, my dear Cfertrude, poor 
hopes for a lover; but tell me, with that 
franknesa which I glory to see you possess, 
is there any other mm, not a Men stran* 
ger 9 whose addresses woutdi have been 
more W*fecm«?" 

b5 "Ah, 
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" Ah, madam !" concealing her glowing 
face on Mrs. Stanhope's bosom, " I see — I 
feel you know all my folly, but do not 
despise me. Perhaps I have again deceiv- 
ed my own heart. Ah! if any one else, 
even Marian, should discover it, I must die 
with shame," 

" Every secret you entrust me with, I 
shall hold sacred," kissing her cheek. 

" To tell even you all my weakness, 
madam, is dreadful ; for, though you may 
pity, you cannot respect me. A year and 
a half since, or but a few months more, I 
thought the happiness of my whole life 
depended on passing it with Mr. Berners. 
Thank Heaven ! his villainy destroyed that 
illusion; and had not my pride suffered 
on the reflection of my ridiculous conduct, 
I could have resigned him without a sigh." 

" I have long been convinced, Gertrude, 
that you never loved him ; the whole ori- 
ginated in duplicity on one side, and inex- 
perience on the other." 

"Ah, madam ! inexperience might then 

indeed 
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indeed plead for me ; but now I am with- 
out excuse. My heart is certainly faulty, 
or it could not be guilty of such repeated 
errois." 

. "Your heart is a tender, susceptible, 
and virtuous one, and never needed more 
than the friendly guide of caution to lead 
it to the most praiseworthy pursuits." 

" Your partiality but the more oppres- 
ses me: hear all my weakness, madam — i — ". 

" Before you proceed, my beloved girl, 3 ' 
interrupted Mrs, Stanhope, " let me tell 
you, you have so partial a judge, that you 
need not" fear a,pardon." 

* My more than parent ! see my heart, 
learn all its follies, and teach me to subdue 
them! Strange to relate, Mr. Montgo- 
mery, of all men, from his conduct to Ber- 
ners, was the most displeasing to me ; his 
manner too was dissimilar from the ro- 
mantic idea I had formed of an agreeable 
man ; though even then, in spite of myself, 
I could . not frequently help being pleased 
whh bim. The evening he saved Betsey 
B 6 Southern, 
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Southern, I wold wat withhold tbetribnte 
of admiration ins conduct so well deserved; 
but st8* his hatred to Berners intruded, 
and I resolved not to suffer myself to be 
satisfied with one I considered as his enemy. 
My curiosity led ne to Mrs* Moeely's; I 
was ridiculous enough to think be had 
some sinister motive for keeping us 
from seeing Betsey. That visit destroy- 
ed the illusion under which 1 laboured; 
I saw Berners in his natural colours, 
and my heart readily acknowledged its 
former injustice to Montgomery. Not* 
withstanding this, I yet dreaded him; he 
was acquainted with all my errors; and 
though by numberless conciliatory actions 
lie daily gained ground in my esteem, yet 
in his presence I eould not forget my im- 
prudence. His illness first made me ; 
peet my own heart, and that the more ] 
tfcukriy, as I could not help contrasting* 
my present feelings with what I bail expe- 
rienced three years bcfosetfpr Bemers^who 
at that period lay dangerously ill fiw abetter 

a month. 
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a month. Fbi Beraers I undoubtedly 
wasnBtepegtetjas^amorcthipconnpon 
acquaintance; lint neither my health nor 
rest were materially endangered. Ah, ma- 
dam ! I tike shame to tell you how differ- 
ent was the sentiment I feh for Mr. M«nt» 
gnmery. Though I studied to appear 
* enhi^ny heart was racked with fears, and 
whole nights have I passed without deep 
in his extreme danger. 
• " Toa may perhaps recollect his beha- 
viour to me in the delirium of his fever; 
hut I haw not language to describe the 
anguish I suffered from it, nor yet die 
p le a su re I experien c ed at his recovery. 
Again I shunned him* and resolved to cow* 
quer my folly ; when escaping from Ber- 
ners, I forgot all eau<do»> and almost flew 
into b» anas. Te complete all, Marian 
has perpetually been feeding my folly by 
do tA li hi g ' he lows ffle, m&l have insensi- 
Myteeome^orefamiliar, and lost my fears 
of him. la short, my heart has even 
s««tiirte^ whispered her snspidbns were 

' true; 
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true; for, though he never told me so in 
words, every look and action have appear- 
ed to confirm it; and excuse me if I con- 
fess, I was discomposed at the name of 
Willowby, when I flattered myself it 
might have been another." 

• " My noble, candid girl, you will foroe 
me to discover a secret, which however in 
this case I am sure I should be pardoned 
for disclosing. Montgomery has long lov- 
ed you, but, with that prudence and ho- 
now that mark all his actions, wished 
to owe the whole of his happiness to your 
own heart." 

. Gertrude could not speak; her glowing 
face still remained concealed on the bosom 
of her aunt. 

" Though I have proved to you how 
very ill I can keep a secret entrusted to 
me by the colonel and Montgomery, yet 
fear not ; I pledge you my honour that 
yours, shall never escape me, unless you 
require, it Now," continued she, affec- 
tionately saluting her, "I will leayje ;you . 

until 
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until you are more composed, and also 
employ Marian, tha* she may not intrude 
on you at the present moment For Mr. 
Willowby, I suppose I may answer him 
without consulting you farther." 



CHAPTER II. 

Suspense — A Lover agreeably surprised 
— An unsuccessful Journey to London. 

Mrs. Stanhope joined Marian, and some 
conversation had taken place, when the 
colonel was announced. The veteran ven- 
tured no question, but his anxious looks 
sufficiently explained the nature of his 
sentiments to Mrs. Stanhope, who at length 
said—" I must inform you, colonel, that 
I have been an unsuccessful negotiator 
this morning; Miss Montgomery , to whom 

I first 
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1 first applied, absolutely refutes her ttm* 
sbfc; and with Gertrude I k*ve not been 
ractte fortunate far Mr. WiHowby." 

a Thank Godf feid the colonel, with 
an emotion of pleasure which he ootild net 
conceal ; but endeavouring to suppress it, 
he added — " Pardon me, madam, has Miss 
St Austy n indeed refused Mr. Willowby 7* 

" Peremptorily, as your niece has also 
done Mf. Montgomery." 

" I will love that sweet girl for this as 
long as I live; but for you, saucebox" 
' taming to Marittv" how eaode yon to re* 
fuse your cbuski? Perhaps it k the only 
chance you will ever have of being made 
a lady." 

" Most probably it fa, sir; I dfei art con- 
sider that dtmtnstdttee, but mast not* 
withetandteg'tiia the hazard" 

m l antaowy fbr the boy,^ returned t^tf. 
cotand; « but for old MoMgomety, I attt 
glad hi* pride fa& gw sudi a ttpofr the 
knuefete* *s*#gfetfta torn pow Alton's 
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" My cousin's spirits are too good for 
him to heed so trifling a disappointment; 
and as I now learn Mr. Wiilowby isin the 
same predicament, they may console each 
oilier." 

" Wdl,*retariied the colonel, " though 
my rmt has been short, I must be gone ; 
to confess the truth, I was anxious to learn 
the event of the affair. There is one at 
home too, who* for all he puts (he best 
face on the baseness, is not rolling on a bed 
of Toots." 

The ooknel soon after took leave, and 
Mrs. Stanhope retired to write to Mr. Wil- 
lowby and sir James Montgomery, judg- 
ing it more agreeable that they should 
learn their disappointment alone than in 
her presence. 

Albert had, during the morning, suffer- 
ed sufficiently to convince him how near 
Gertrude was to his heart Anxious to 
know her resolution respecting Wiilowby, 
he resolved to ride over to the Vale, but 
a few moments reflection determined ham 

to 
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to remain at home. — " Should she," said 
he, mentally, " have accepted him, I might 
not be sufficiently toaster of myself to 
conceal the blow it might give me ; I will 
therefotg bear the torment of suspense; if 
she refuses him, I shall be overpaid for my 
anxiety ; if otherwise, I shall at least con-, 
ceal my weakness." 

On the colonel's departure, he declined 
accompanying him, though without ex- 
pressing his motive, and after some time 
took up a volume of Seneca; but as no 
moral in that author could resolve his 
doubts, he threw down the book, and took 
a walk round to the different workmen, 
and so far succeeded in his attempt to re- 
cover himself, that he returned apparently 
more calm. 

The colonel soon after entered, when 
taking off his hat, and wiping his face, he 
seated himself in silence. Albert for some 
minutes constrained himself sufficiently 
not to. hazard a question; but observing 
hi& uncle was in no haste to disclose what 

he 
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he had heard, he at length said — " You 
have heen at the Vale this morning, sir?" 

" Yes, sir, I have been at the Vale ; and, 
as I can readily surmise what you wish to 
know, inform you, that your sisterjaas re- 
jected young Montgomery ; on which ac- 
count, though I did not choose to say so 
to her, you will please to remember that I 
mean to give her an additional two thou- 
sand pounds." 

" I hope I shall never forget any trait 
of your goodness, sir. May I entreat to 
know whether you have heard 'the result 
of Mr. Willowby's application ?" 

" Look you, Albert. In this case you 
have acted like a fool ; but, according to 
the proverb, No man is wise at all times ; 
and as I conclude you only meant to oblige 
me in the affair, you will doubtless bear 
with patience whatever happens." 

Montgomery's eyes were fixed on the. 
colonel; but no emotion from which he 
could judge appeared in either his features: 
or manner. 

" I fear, 
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" I fear, sir, I cannot appropriate to 
myself the merit of only obliging you in 
this business; I certainly could have loved 
Gertrude, nay I do love her, beyond all 
women; butif she has preferred another to 
me, I must bear it with patience; or rather, 
I will bear it with fortitude.* 

" True, true, that will be acting like a 
man. She is a charming girl, it must be 
confessed; but there are many others as 
handsome. To be sure, it would not be 
pleasant to see Willowby and her flourish- 
ing all about the country as soon as the 
honeymoon was over* 

u I will never see it,* said Albert 

u Why, what the devil will you do with 
yourself? We are very near neighbours ; 
and Gertrude, who is naturally affection- 
ate, will still be much with her aunt 
Don't you think Mrs. Stanhope will be 
very fond of het children T 

Albert walked to the window.— * My 
dear sir,* replied he, * you torture me ; t*H 
me at once the worst ; if she has accepted 

him, 
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Mm, I know you will excuse my abaenoe, 
until the bustle of preparation is over* and 
I qan recover myself sufficiently to venture 
into your presence." 

u Well then, sir, summon all the resa- 
lution, fortitude, and philosophy you have 
talked so much about, and know that the 
girl " A real or feigned cough pre- 
vented his continuing ; Albert considered 
it the latter, and a sentiment of satisfac- 
tion restrained him from endeavouring to 
interrupt it. 

" I wish you would tell Mrs. Mosely to 
mix some of that stuff for my cold 1 took 
the other night Those sha*p winds don't 
agree with me — I have got a devilish bad 
cough." 

" It appeared to seize you very sudden- 
ly, sir," answered Albert / 

" None of your inuqndqes; sir ; it was 
Miss St .Austyn that stuck in my stomach; 
and for all your hypocrisy,, you are upon 
the tenter-hooks of curiosity*" 

Aa involuntary smile that played upon 

the 
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the colonel's features yet more reassured 
Albert. ; * 

"I confess it, sir; but as I am con- 
vinced, however you may be displeased 
with me, that my misfortunes will never in 
reality be a subject of mirth to you, I con- 
ceive you have rather played upon my 
feelings." 

" What the plague, then, do you think 
the girl has refused him for yen ?" 

"~Not for me, sir: but, my. dear uncle, 
has she indeed given a denial ?" 

u Yes, sir, to the great impeachment of 
her understanding, for I never thought her 
a fool before. You have had a hairbreadth 
escape — take care how you tempt another.*' 

In the evening, the uncle and nephew 
paid a visit at the Vale. In Albert's ad- 
dress to Gertrude there was an involuntary 
softness ; on her part, a consciousness that 
made her doubly interesting; for though 
she was assured of the honour of her aunt 
in keeping her secret, yet the recollection 
of the confession she had madfe, now that 

the 
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the, object of it stood before her, dyed her 
fiujfc with blushes. 

As they were conversing cheerfully, the 
colonel said — " I never properly enjoy the 
comfort that such a society would afford, 
from the reflection that St. Austyn is not 
of the party. Hang me, if I would not 
travel almost any distance, were I but as- 
sured of meeting him ! in which case he 
would not easily get rid of me again.** 

" Indeed, colonel, your unwearied 
friendship for him can never be sufficiently 
acknowledged," answered Mrs. Stanhope. 
" I have thought seriously on the subject, 
and have resolved to take a journey to 
town and question his solicitor, who, I have 
no doubt, knows his residence ; and as my 
relationship is so near, he may be the less 
scrupulous of making the discovery to me 
than to any other person." 

This resolve was warmly seconded by 
the whole party, all pressing to accompany 
her; but that she entirely declined, saying 
■— " My business in town will be complet- 
ed 
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td in the course oft day or two ; and as I 
have no doubt Mrs. Mosely will be pleased 
to accompany me, I shall entreat you to 
spore her, as I shall prefer her to a young- 
er person; and we may in all probability 
be lodged! at her old house." 

This arrangement silenced. all parties, 
both Marian and Gertrude being more 
satisfied, when they found % person so con- 
fidential as Mrs. Mosely was to accompany 
her. 

" My resolution onoe formed," said Mrs. 
Stanhope, " I am always impatient until 
it is executed; I wilt therefore depart on 
the day after to-morrow, Hf Mrs* Mosely 
can be prepared" 

On the following afternoon, Mis. Stan* 
hope received two letters, one from Mr. 
Willowby, the other from sir James Montr 
gomery ; both Were written with visible 
pique, and the latter not without a reflec- 
tion at the colonel, but which she entirely 
suppressed, when she informed him that 
she had heard front them. 

On 
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On the appointed morning she set off 
for London, where, on her arrival, she 
was immediately suited with apartments at 
Mrs. Mosely's late house, and by the 
means of Frederic's banker, obtained the 
address of his solicitor; on whom she wait- 
ed in the course of the second day after 
her arrival. 

After the compliments usual at a first 
meeting, she informed him of her business, 
and entreated that, if he knew Frederic's 
present abode, he would disclose it 

u I do not ask," said she, " from a hhv 
tive of idle curiosity : Frederic's impru- 
dence is already known to me; but, as I 
have also learnt that he has taken all the 
possible steps towards testifying an altera- 
tion of conduct, I should hold myself un- 
pardonable to be wanting on my part ; and 
therefore, as his nearest relation, wish to 
be his principal, nay his only creditor. 
You, from having the settlement of his 
afiairs, are doubtless acquainted with every 
particular, and will confer a lasting favour 

vol. iv. c on 
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on me by disclosing what you know. I 
have already declared my motive ; it is to 
make him happy, and reinstate him in the 
rank in life from which his youthful follies 
have excluded him." 

" I should not consider myself Mr. St. 
Austyn's friend, madam," returned he, 
" did I make any concealment in such a 
case; but I give you my most solemn 
word, that I am unacquainted with his re- 
sidence, if it is not in Yorkshire; there I 
direct what letters I have occasion to write, 
but which in truth are only few, as the 
whole of his affairs is settled with the strict- 
est honour ; nor do I think he owes a shil- 
ling, except the gross sum for which he 
has engaged his estate for three years." 

Mrs. Stanhope inquired the particulars 
^of the arrangement ; which being informed 
of, she said — " His stipend must then be 
very small, comparatively to what he has 
been accustomed to." 

t' Not more, madam," replied he, " than 
a hundred and fifty pounds yearly, as 1^ 

know 



Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



ALBERT. 27 

know upwards of three hundred are ap- 
propriated to the necessary expence and 
support of the old servants at his seat in 
Yorkshire." 

This trait of character was so congenial 
to Mrs. Stanhope's own feelings, that half 
Frederic's follies were obliterated by it. 

" I am rejoiced," said she, " that he still 
preserves his humanity; it convinces me 
that he is yet worthy my regard." 

Mrs. Stanhope soon after took leave, - 
vexed that she could not discover her ne- 
phew ;. but, on the whole, pleased to find, 
that though hehad acted imprudently, he 
had fortitude sufficient to make himself 
the only sufferer — a circumstance that was 
plainly evinced by his honour in discharg- 
ing his debts, and his conduct to the old 
domestics. 
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CHAPTER II. 



^>r^r^r, 



A Declaration — A Lover's Fears — And 
. a severe Loss. 

. Ik the/jueantime the family at the. Vale, 
and (hat at Black \*(opd, though both wish- 
ed "the return of Mrs. Stanhope, passed 
their hours not unpleasantly. The cola- 
pe?s visits were indeed short, as he hoped 
Albert's doubts must now be removed, apd 
that . Jie would make an offer of his heart to 
Miss St. Austyn* 

In this surmise he was not deceived ; 
for, in the afternoon after Mrs. Stanhope's 
departure, being alone with his sister and 
Gertrude, he said — •* Will you forgive me^ 
Miss St. Austyn, if before my sister and 
yodrself I open my whole heart, and eh- 
£\ treat . 
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treat your opfanon o& a subject that must 
constitute its future happiness or misery ? 
To Marian, with the name of sister, I add 
that of friend; but what word can I find 
sufficiently expressive of the sentiment I 
feel for you ! Friendship in its most exalt- 
ed state, enlivened by an affection which 
I flatter myself is proof against time or age- 
For many months I struggled with an in- 
clination I in vain endeavoured to con- 
quer; fori could not forget the distance 
fortune had placed, between us : but at 
length emboldened by the kindness and 
familiarity with which you have honoured 
me, encouraged by the parental goodness 
of my uncle, and permit me to add, the 
friendship of Mrs. Stanhope, , I dare offer 
yon a heart even yet more anxious for 
your -happiness than its own." 

Gertrude was too much affected to re- 
ply. 

" Will you not speak to me ?" at length 

resumed be. " See in me only what you 

wish; my ultimate desire is to pass my life 

C8 ♦ with 
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with you, and by all possible means en- 
deavour to make you happy ; or, if I have 
the misfortune not to meet your approba- 
tion, I will, whatever it may cost me, 
withdraw my suit, as I cannot persecute 
those I love." 

Gertrude's emotion was too great to be 
suppressed, and she burst into tears. 

" My beloved Gertrude," said Marian, 
" my sister, whatever may be your deter- 
mination in this case, will you not speak to 
Albert? You are, I know, above dissimu- 
lation." 

" I — do not wish to dissemble," answer, 
ed Gertrude, hesitating; " indeed I cannot 
express my thoughts — my aunt will soon 
return*— I have no will but hers." 

The ardent temper of Albert did not 
sufficiently allow for the timidity of the 
conscious Gertrude, who, though at the 
height of her wishes, yet remembered her 
folly respecting Berners. 

* I will leave you to-night," said he with 

a sigh ; "lam convinced I have distressed 

fy you. 
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you. To-morrow, if I may intrude, you 
perhaps will condescend to be more ex- 
plicit. I must owe my happiness to your- 
self alone, or from you receive the destruc- 
tion of my hopes." 

Marian, who more properly judged the 
real cause of Gertrude's emotion, replied in 
her usual manner — " Well, begone now, 
and come as early as you please to-morrow— 
we will each give you a hand in token of 
friendship." 

Albert kissed the offered hand of Ma- 
rian; that of Gertrude was merely passive, 
and trembled so excessively, that it in- 
creased his doubts. He had no sooner left 
them, than Gertrude, throwing herself 
into Marian's arms, said — w Why would 
your brother act thus? In Mrs. StaiihQpe's 
presence I should not have behaved so fool- 
ishly." 

" Truly as I love Mrs. Stanhope, my 

dear Gertrude, I must say my brother's 

happiness depends entirely on yourself. 

Albert, I am convinced, 'fears that his ad- 

c 4 $ dresses 
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dresses are displeasing to you; and shall 
I candidly own, I am almost of the same 
opinion?" • 

w Ah, Marian, you little know my heart. 
Had I never known Berners, with what 
pleasure could I have accepted your bro- 
ther! As it is, consider how I must feel 
humiliated when* he remembers my im- 
prudence !" ■'*'"*".' 

" And had you indeed, my dear Ger- 
trude, no other motive ?" 
- " Undoubtedly none. I could np!t ob- 
ject to Mr. Montgomery, if I felt myself 
bis equal in point of merit: as it i^ that 
chid remembrance is for ever intruding— 
in the offer of his affection, how strongly 
did it cross my memory I and should I afH 
cept his hand, still would Berners Empoison 
all my happiness." 

** If that is all," exclaimed Marian fall 
transport, "banish the thought for ever, 
my sister, my friend, the chosen of my be- 
loved brother's heart ! Albert is worthy 
your affection; he wifl fence you,, by hi$ 
♦ unwearied 
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tittwearied attention, -'to ffetfget all tha« cto 
give you pain—Would to Heaven h6 had 
not gone so speedily ! I saw he Was Utt- 
happy ; but to-morrow at least, give me 
leave to say, before you see him, that you 
dp <ifofc forbid him tohppe at some future 
period the blessing he aspires to." 

u My dear Marian, acton a manner that 
you think proper^ but I could wish Mrs: 
Stanhope's presence to sanction my con* 
duct" 

" She will sanction it, and, I am con- 
vinced, will not blpme the liberty we have 
taken in her absence/' 

" I am convinced with you, Marian, that 
she approves Mr. Montgomery. Were I 
not so, I. would never consider him in the 
light he d^ires; nfty, why to you should 
I be ashamed to confess that I altaost de- 
fcifre myself ?* 

Such was the purport of the discourse 

lietvteen Marian and Gertrude, tfhieh was 

^pttfloffged to a late tiour ; while in. the in* 

t&inu JUberthad rfeached home, suffering 

c5 ^ all 
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all those uncertainties, doubts, and fean, 
that in some measure are attendant on love. 
One word, one look of affection from Ger- 
trude, would have banished them; but her 
extreme timidity and confusion he placed 
to a cause very opposite from the reality, 
and considered her former behaviour, which 
had influenced him to make \he declara- 
tion, as only the consequence of the affec- 
tion She had for Bis sister, and the friend- 
ship between their families. 

The colonel immediately discovered that 
something had discomposed his temper, 
and soon learned the occasion. 
fc u Ah, sir !" said Albert, ** how sanguine 
were you in this cause! nay, how much 
more so have I been ! But, as you once 
said, my vanity has indeed misled me* 

" Why, what the devil, then,? returned 
the colonel, " has she downright refused 
you?" 

"Refused me! ,No,< sir: but had she 

felt any affection for me, would she have 

suffered such confusion, such ap apparent 

,& struggle? 



„tizedbyG00Qle" 



ALBERT. 35 

struggle? Would she have placed the 
whole merit, should she acquiesce, to Mrs- 
Stanhope's commands? Nay, stronger than 
all those circumstances, would she have 
wept?" 

" Zounds, is this all ?" replied the colo- 
nel i " why, you know no more of women 
than if you had never seen one from your 
birth. Why, all those little turnings and 
windings are as natural to them as eating, 
drinking, and sleeping." 

" Perhaps so, sir; but I had hoped, nay 
I believe Miss St. Austyn above such lit- - 
tie arts.; The man that she can esteem 
she will generously tell so, and seek no 
subterfuge to conceal it." 

" Don't provoke me^ Albert, with your 
vagaries. Did you expect the girl to 
snatch you in her arms, and return you 
thanks for the honour you conferred upon 
her ? She spoke like a prudent girl ; but I 
shall talk no more on the subject to-night : 
perhaps by to-nterrow evening you may 
be better satisffkL" - 

. ..* c6 * Albert 
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Albert intruded the discourse nb ibfther, 
though he remained pensire and thought* 
ful ; in truth, he was so buried in ntflete 
tion on the uncertainty of his own situa* 
tion, that he did not remark that his riqcie 
during the remainder of the evening seem- 
ed as equally lost in thought as Himself. 

The next morning Albert rose early, 
and to his great surprise, as it was unusual, 
found the colonel down stairs before hteu 
The breakfast passed with little dis&>ur*e 
on either side, though Albert did not fail 
to express his fears for his uncle's health, 
whose silence and gravity gavie him real 
concern. At length the breakfast cotidocU 
ed, the colonel addressing him, saM*****- 
" I was in hopes to have seen yfcu in a 
happier frame of temper last night, which 
made me protract informing you ©f ait 
event of much importance both to yotiand 
myself. When I was last in town* $ ateted 
very foolishly, in entrusting aHmy!J±tiierf* 
leases, bonds, and in sfiflft -all my v&JoAUq 
papers, in the hands dt^fo^hv whoii»\?asN r 

sitart 
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sitart recommended as an agent, ahd* who, 
I hear, by the post of yesterday, is gone 
abroad with the property in his hands, in 
which case I fear W^ are iftevitabfty rained ; 
but is I have flo doubt Mifes St Aurtyn 
loves you, all will yet go weM." ' > 

* Merciful God !* said Albert, "my dear 
sir, not for myself, but for* you, I feel se- 
verely. Something may perhaps be re- 
covered; or, should it not, your half-pay, 
and What property was independent of this 
misfortune; will still secure the comforts 
you are accustomed to. Your Albert must 
no longer be a weight upon yoUr gene* 
rosity, hut his afiection and duty shall be 
doubled." 

u Zounds ! hold your tongue ; you \yill 
make me ais foolish as a wench, and then I 
shall not tell you half what I intended." 

"My dear unke,I^.sngftt; but if 

there is any step I can take, command me." 

" I shall consider it until to-morrow, 

when we will tls^^t measures m*y*be 

necessary; in j iPriy ftime Ifchall take a 
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long ride, and in the evening will meet 
you at the Vale." 

" Oh, sir, how can I go there? Would 
to Heaven I had known this misfortune 
yesterday, what pain might I not have 
spared hoth Gertrude and myself!" 

" Own the whole to her — if you don't 
find her a generous girl I will be hanged ; 
and with sixteen thousand pounds a man 
may be as happy as with sixty." 

u Pardon me, sir, if in the present cir- 
cumstance I decline all thoughts of her. 
To owe such adebttoher affection, were she 
generous enough to make the offer, is a 
greater sacrifice th?n I could accept" . 

" A little while since," said the colonel, 
" you wished to owe all to her love ; now 
you have turned to another point, and 
blow hot and cold with the same mouth." 

" My dear uncle," said Albert, " will, I 
know, make some allowance in this case 
for honour." 

" Yes, sir ; and t^ttrinee you we will 

have no clandestuJ| m* 9 tell the girl$ 

♦ Pk what 
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what has happened ; it will save me the 
trouble of blundering it out to them. As 
I said before, I will call there for you in 
the evening." 

Albert would have raised more objec- 
tions, but the colonel silenced all by say- 
ing — " If you have any affection for me, 
let me have my own way. You shall see 
me early." With these words he left Al- 
bert, mounted his horse, and rode off. 




M CHAP- 



d by Google 



40 ALBERT. 



CHAPTER IV. 



A severe Blow — A Trial of Affection. 

Fob some time after his departure, Mont- 
gomery could not collect himself sufficient- 
ly to arrange his thoughts, which when 
he had effected, he was yet more puzzled : 
for his uncle, in his money transactions, 
though generous in the extreme, had ever 
shewn a regularity and cftgumspection that 
appeared to secure him Irom being easily 
deluded. At all events, severely as it 
might cost him, he resolved to relinquish 
Gertrude, and bitterly repented having tjie 
day before declared the secret of his heart 
to her. 

To relate to I arian what 

he had heard, ; to coneaal 

"' it 
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it was an act he could not think of; yet 
he wished he had beeft better informed of 
the circumstances, fearful of increasing the 
loss that was sustained, or inspiring hopes 
that might be disappointed. For himself 
he felt little; but for the colonel and Ma- 
rian he suffered all that a son or brother 
could in equally-distressing circumstances. 
— "I rejoice," said he mentally, withaforced 
resolution, " that I have not the additional 
pang ofWing possessed of Gertrude's heart: 
how much more tnusfr I then have endured 
to relinquish her ! In that case the stroke 
would have been worse than death." At 
that moment the ^ervant entered with a 
note from Mariaqj} which he tore open, 
and read as follows :— 

" MY DEAR BROTHER, 

" As we do not purpose going 
out to-day, we shall be glad if my uncle 

andyoursel fternoon with 

us. My h; trongly inter- 

woven wit! me to conceal 

* what 
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what I know will give you pleasure, par- 
ticularly as I saw you left us last night in 
some uneasiness. Suffice it to say, that 
you can never love Gertrude half so well 
as she deserves; her confusion and tears 
originated in a cause so truly delicate, es- 
timable, and flattering to you, that, if 
you do not endeavour to banish the re- 
membrance from her memory for ever, I 
must respect you less than I have hereto- 
fore done. Reconcile her to herself; con- 
vince her that you have forgotten Berners, 
and her heart is wholly yours. Adieu. 
% " Marian Montgomery." 

Albert's feelings had., before been prin- 
cipally confined to the cdlonel and Ma- 
rian, but he now felt for himself. — " Was 
this blow wanting to complete my vexa- 
tion ?" exclaimed he. u To be forced at 
such a moment to love her a thousand times 
better than before, yet to be necessitated 
to relinquish her ! Wmkl to Heaven my 
uncle had taken « m£ the task of in- 
y j^^^H forming 
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forming them of what has happened } Yet," 
continued he, after a momentary* pause, 
" he would not have done it so cautiously 
as I shall, and might perhaps have dropped 
a word that I could have wished suppress- 
ed ; for his affection prevents his seeing 
the impropriety of- my thinking of Ger- 
trude if his fortune is lost However I may 
suffer, I hope I shall act worthy the dic- 
tates of my conscience, and the character 
Mrs. Stanhope, I am convinced, has of my 
honour." 

Such were his reflections during the 
whole morning until dinner was announ- 
ced, when the servant informed him that 
the colonel had said he should dine out 
— " My poor uncle," said Albert mentally, 
* wishes to conceal his concern, and the 
least return I can make is to behave in a 
manner to convince him that it has no 
painful effect on me. 93 

In the afternoon Albert walked to the 
Vale, when he Jjftai^his sister and Ger- 
trude waiting fpflfetval. His features; 

itere 
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were too repressive &r; them not to dis^ 
cover that something had discomposed him; 
and though Gertrude was too timid to 
question, Marian felt no such restraint, and 
entnepted him to iiriprm her of the cause. 

.'^We exported you two hours since," 
said she : " I am .convinced nothing trivial 
could have detained you; tell us therefore 
wh&t was the r eason ?* 

u My dear sister, you judge truly : the 
cause must indeed be momentous tbat 
could detain me from you." 

" For Heaven's sake, what is the mat- 
ter? where is my : uncle? is he well ?. let 
us at once know the truth." 

Montgomery entreated her not to sur- 
mise worse ;thaEK what in reality was the 
cate ; then jwfrtb great caution mfcfcgtted 
thetn of every circumstance that he k&ew 
of the: loss his uncle had sustained, iqchv 
eluding with say ing to Gertrude—?" I will 
not attempt, my j dear Mias St Austys* to 
relate to you what; tW^^appy ^yenf has 
cost me— not for flflpr? sake^ but for 
* # ai those 
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those a thousand timfes more dear. Relin- 
quishing you j# the only point in which I 
am vulnerabfe^ Would to Heaven I had 
spared you the trouble of yesterday* and 
myself the anguish the remembrance must 
ever bring with it !" 

" Indeed," returned Gertrude, for the 
first time breaking silence since he began 
the account, " I think you appear to con- 
sider this business in too serious a light 
The man may be perhaps stopped; or the 
loss may not be so great 3s you apprehend : 
but even should it, thank God, the colonel 
has enough to support him in a manner 
conformable to his rank. Marian will still 
have a tender aunt and sister— and you/ 1 
continued she, with some hesitation of 
voice, " will have friends with whom the 
loss of fortune can make no difference." , 

Montgomery was not master erf his feel- 
inga; he* pressed her hand to his lips — 
* r Wby wUl you," said he^ " by sucih en- 
cjianting gentleness redouble the pang I 
miist suffer to relinquish you for ever ?" 
' 4* p "Indeed, 
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" Indeed, Albert," said Marian, " the 
more I reflect on this subject, the lesfc I can 
understand it : though my ancle's loss may 
be great, it cannot be so heavy as you ap- 
prehend." 

" I know not particulars, for out of 
tenderness to me he did not mention the 
affair until this morning, when to avoid a 
discussion he hastily left me ; nor did he 
dine at home, but said he would meet me 
here this evening." 

" I am almost convinced," said Gertrude, 
whose restraint was entirely banished by 
the unhappiness of her friends, " that you 
will find this disagreeable affair not so bad 
as you suspect ; but should it' even equal 
your fears, you will not, I am sure, forget 
that fortitude you have hitherto so emi- 
nently shewn." 

" I might indeed bear the loss of for- 
tune with calmness ; but to have a treasure 
snatched from me at the instant I learn its 
value, is a trial beyond my power to sup- 
port. I even feel myself unprincipled in 
{^ 4 ^ holding 

Digitized by VjOOQ 1C 



ALBEKT.. 47 

holding this conversation with you in the 
present state of ray affairs — a conversation, 
however forced by anguish, that I cannot 
answer to my own heart Why did I 
come hither? Why did I attempt a dan- 
ger beyond the natural weakness of man 
to sustain with honour ? Never again will 
I venture it I may be unhappy; but I 
will not be despicable." 

" My friend/' said Gertrude, with a fa- 
miliarity she had never before used with 
Albert, " pardon me, if I say you do not 
exert the patience that I once thought dis- 
tinguished you.** 

" Had the loss cost me any thing less 
than yourself* I could have borne it; but 
to love almost to enthusiasm, and to judge 
by your enchanting condescension that I 
am not totally indifferent, requires no com- 
mon share of calmness to support" 

" And why ??' said Gertrude blushing, 
fixing her eyes on the ground, and hesitat- 
ing: "will it render it necessary that — 
that you should no longer distinguish me ?" 

$ Distinguish 
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" Distinguish you !" replied Albert : 
" the man who looks up to you, Miss St. 
Austyn, honours himself. Pardon me if 
I bid you farewell. I am not equal to con- 
versation ; I momentarily act in the man- 
ner I wish to avoid. — My dear Marian, tell 
my upcle I am returned to Blackwood ; I 
will endefcrour to recover my spirits to 
meet him : be you equally cautious not to 
let him seeyour uneasiness.— Miss St. Aus- 
tyn, may every happiness attend you !" 

" You must not le^ve us in this state of 
mind," answered Gertrude, laying her 
hand on his arm : " Would to Heaven 
Mrs. Stanhope was here ! — Could you for a 
moment suppose," continued she, turning 
from him with the utmost confusion, " that 
a decrease of fortune could influence either 
my aunt or myself? If you did, you mis- 
took her character ; she is above so despic- 
able a consideration, and has long since 
generously declared, that the man my heart 
could approve should without restriction 
be her choice. That man— why will you 
^ force 
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force me to bo painful a declaration ?— - is 
now before tile." 

" Merciful Heaven* support my reso- 
lution and rectitude r exclaimed Mont* 
gomery, inking at her feet * Sorrow I 
have borne with resignation, and poverty 
with honour : let them not fiflgme in this 
trying hour !" ^ 

His head sunk on the sofa by the side 
of Gertrude; his tears wetted her hand, 
while hers dropped on his face. 

" We will talk no more on the subject," 
said Gertrude with assumed calmness: "you 
shall pass the evening with us; and for any 
thing else, Mrs, Stanhope at her return 
will be the best arbitrator." 

* Though," answered Albert, * I would 
entrust my life to her decision, yet I must 
not in this case depend upon her goodness. 
Tfce lemetttbmnce of your angelic sweet- 
ness in this hour of trial shall never be 6b* 
Uterated from my memory; buOMrs. 
Stanhope's honour, and your own, both 
demand that you do not accept an unequal 

vbu rv. d r match. 
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match. Could I endure, when my very 
soul was yours, to hear it whispered, that 
some sinister motive influenced my con- 
duct, and that your person, whose beauty 
is its least recommendation, was but a 
secondary incentive? No: that reflection 
will, whe^all others fail, force me to act 
uprightly. Your conduct this day has 
made my love at once my pride and glory, 
and I will act worthy the sentiment it has 
inspired." 

" We will, as I before said," returned 
Gertrude, " now instantly drop the sub- 
ject ; it is too painful for me longer to sup- 
port Do not let the colonel find us dis- 
composed. My beloved Marian," added 
she, " will you ring the bell for tea? I 
only require the company of Mrs. Stan- 
hope, to regain my brother, and to see my 
friends cheerful, to make me one of the 
happiest girls in the universe." 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 



A Confession — A Surprise — And a token 
of Peace. 

Marian was employed at the tea-table, 
and Gertrude, seated on a sofa, had insen- 
sibly made place for Albert, who, though 
he had resolved to relinquish her for ever, 
had not resolution that evening to make 
the first effort. The party were silent, 
except at intervals a single question, an- 
swered with a monosyllable, broke on the 
reflections of each. Gertrude, with down- 
cast eyes, was scrutinizing her own con- 
science, whether she had not said too 
much to Montgomery for delicacy to al- 
low ; but the previous approbation of her 
aunt and his distress pleaded the excuse, 
d2 and 
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and reconciled her to what in other cir- 
cumstances she would have judged highly 
improper. Albert, his eyes fixed on her 
face, where he traced a thousand graces he 
had never before discovered, was rumina- 
ting on the loss his uncle had sustained, 
and ardently wishing that it might not be 
fbufld gre&t enough to force him to ftfcigtt 
the woman for whose sake he could alone 
prize wealth. Marian's anxiety was equal 
to that of (either: Albert was s&a*dy 
rilbrt* Heat to her than Gertrude; arid ttnlfc 
to fitid all the schemes of happiness her mr- 
dent fancy had formed for thenl at Ofice 
dfe&ttoyed, dvetpblvered her with uneasi- 
ness. 

Thus werfe they situated wteil tha oo* 
lohel entered. As his eye glantfed at Al- 
bert, seated ott the satrie sofa by Gertrtrtife, 
no one would have supposed, from the pteu 
silte expressed in his countenance, thathg 
had recehtly suffered so sevete a loiss. 

* My dear uitele, n said Mdtfari, rising 
and AifecHo^tely kissiiig hhtt, *#&y 

would 
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would jrai Uhto na to-day ? Have you any 
trouble that your children's duty and aflfeo- 
tion should not share ?" 

" Youa?e agqodgirl; but don't talk to 
me just »ow,— Albert bp then told you—** 

*Mr. Montgomery," answered Ger- 
trude, " htf infcr^ed us that he fears you 
have sustained 8.#>n*ideiBbl$ loss ; but, my 
dear colonel, you have not lost your friends ; 
bad I lost mjr fortune,, independent of my 
finally, I laipw no one I would sosoqu be 
phUged to,* ^#ursdf. w 

* My keloid Hm £t i Autfyn, you are 
an angel ! HjwJ I A 9}iU¥H*> it should be at 
ywr (U^peal/' r^Mrned the colonel. 

" Mopey will pot purchase happiness. 
Ihftve, tfe#& Heayen, enough to satisfy 
myself And my friends too,, unless they are 
very unreasonable. Some," continued she, 
tumidly t glmmg : a* • 44h?rt, *, are too 
paoud to ehgre th$. fgigiunq of even ( those 
they p^e^endto qst^mj^st : but in these 
cases fhpr^x?wb^ no Action/ ^reyou 
nqtof my opinion, ca^g^el? ,, 

BS 3- «Iam 
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* I am of opinion that you are the sweet- 
est girl in the world," returned the co- 
lonel. 

" Ah, sir !" said Albert, " if you knew 
the proofs of goodness and condescension 
I have encountered this day, you would 
declare me at once the man in the world 
the most to be envied, and the most to be 
pitied." 

" Nay, if you confess yourself to be en- 
vied, the devil take pity ! not a grain have 
I to bestow. My dear Miss St. Austyn, 
what day do you expect your aunt? Egad, 
I am impatient for her return!" 

" My aunt cannot remain absent more 
than two days. I will write to her to-mor- 
row, and let her know this affim-. Have 
you any message I can communicate to 
her?" 

" None, but to tell her I am the happiest 
old fellow under the sun. Mind, Albeit, 
thi3 very day month I will give the mer- 
riest, if not the finest entertainment to the 
neighbouring peasantry they ever enjoyed 
V • in 
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in their lives. We will have no masquerad- 
ing in fool's jackets— every man shall play 
the fool bare-faced: our poor neighbours 
shall be feasted — (our rich ones are feasted 
every day) — and the man that dares but to 
wrinkle his brow shall be kicked out of the 
company. As far as five hundred pounds 
will permit, beef, strong beer, and plum- 
pudding, shall be the password." 

" The whole party began to think him 
intoxicated* 

" We will talk of this to-morrow, sir; 
it grows late — will you permit me to attend 
you home?** said Albert 

" No, sir, not yet. What say you, 
Miss St Austyn — will you do an old fellow 
the honour 'of dancing with him at his rus- 
tic assembly ?" 

" If you mean yourself, willipgly, sir, 
should it take place." 

" That it shall do, by jingo ! We can 
well afford five hundred pounds in such a 
cause— cannot we, Albert?" 

" What cause, sir?" said Gertrude. 

d» 9 Montgomery, 
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Montgomery, who momentarily dreaded 
that the colonel should say something that 
might distress Gertrude, resolved if possible 
to stop him, and therefore answered-*-" In 
all probability, sir, I shall not be at Black- 
wood at the period you mention; it is 
necessary I should make some exertioji to 
relieve you from a useless weight; such 
an expence too as you propose, on calmer 
reflection I am convinced you will find of 
no real utility, and therefore will perhaps 
decline it.* 

"I shall not decline it, sir; and as to 
your leaving Blackwood, 'tis all stuff; I'll 
trust you now for that" 

" It is a very necessary step, sir, both, 
for your interest and my happiness," an- 
swered Montgomery with a sigh, 

" It is very necessary that you remain 
there, both for my interest and your oum 
happiness. Look you, Albert, you have 
a good while been rather deranged in your 
understanding, and last night gave me a 
convincing proof that nothing but ah active 
* p remedy 
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ipei^edy could rempvey our complaint You 
may recollect, I threatened* some time 
since, if you did not get better, to punish 
your body for the good of your souL I 
have done so ; my recipe has been efficacious 
— you have regained your understanding, 
and J have regained n»y fortune ; or, more 
properly, I never lost it How could you 
be such a fool tp believe it?" 
, Aq exclamation of surprise escaped from 
each of the party. 

* Never lost it, sir !" repeated Mont- 
gomery. * Is it possible you could so wan- 
tpnly agonize me? Could I suppose you 

would stoop to such a " 

u Lie! I suppose you mean, sir? But 
in this (Case I gun adamant to all you can 
*ay ; I have fortified my mind by reading 
the patience of Job, and would advise you 
to have recourse to the same remedy." 

Albert was evidently discomposed—" I 

9m sony, sir," replied he, " that you could 

for a iqpment think me capable of taking 

sp unpardonable ft liberty M^h you : the 

D 5 word 
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word subterfuge certainly occurred, but I 
suppressed it : and for the book of Job, if 
it could furnish an excuse for the treatment 
Miss St. Austyn has received, I would cer- 
tainly read it, not only on my own account, 
butyours." 

"Egad, that's true enough! Miss St 
Austyn, I humbly beg your pardon; by 
my soul and honour, I will never deceive 
you again wilfully ! Albert, however, was 
most to blame ; his folly forced me upon 
this step." 

" If not intruding, colonel," replied Ger- 
trude, " for what utility was such a plan 
intended?" 

" It was," said the colonel, with some 
Confusion, . and hesitating, " to — to " 

" Make me miserable and ridiculous," 
cried Albert. " Pardon me, Miss St. Aus- 
tyn, I pledge you my honour that I have 
not deceived you more than I was myself 
deceived. I proposed to banish myself 
from yopr presence ; you will now act wor- 
thy yourself t&forbid^ne from it : however 

such 
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such a prohibition may grieve me, I shall 
confess it just" 

" Merciful Heaven ! colonel," said Ger- 
trude, the thought suddenly striking her, 
" could you for a moment wrong me so 
much as to suppose me influenced by for- 
tune?" 

" See, sir," exclaimed Montgomery, " the 
effect of your schemes: can you excuse 
this act to Mrs. Stanhope? Nay, can you 
excuse it to your own heart? My beloved 
Miss St Austyn, ridiculous as this affair is, 
you indeed mistake it ; the favour was en- 
tirely meant for me. For pity's sake then, 
I conjure you, suppress your tears— they 
distract me ! Thus at your feet " 

"Ay," said the colonel, " you have 
reason enough to beg her pardon, though 
I confess I need her forgiveness the most 
of the two; therefore, my dear Miss St 
Austyn, do not refuse it To be sure, I 
cannot kneel quite so gracefully as the 
young gentleman there ; but if you will 
excuse the stiffness of mu knees, and the 
d6 " little 
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little sciatiea I have in my Mp, behold me, 
thus lowly, entreat you to forget my 
folly r 

There was something so truly comic in 
the colonel's posture, kneeling by thb ode 
of Albert, tbat Marian bunt into a fit of 
laughter; nor could Gertrude have refrain- 
ed, notwithstanding her recent tears, had 
not the strong vexation that marled the 
features erf Montgomery restrained her. 

" Miss. St. Austyn," said he, rising from 
her feet, "I will entreat some future op* 
portnnity to convince you of my innocence 
in this ridiculous business : I am too much 
disturbed to remain in your presence this 
evening; permit me, therefore, to wish 
you a good-night" With (hose words he 
immediately left them. 

" So,* said the colonel, « he is gone in 
a fine huff ! He is a good fellow, abd I 
don't like to vex him ; biit there w* no 
help for it in this case." 

" My dear sir," replied Mtfmv «my 

brother is particularly wounded, is it has 

* caused 
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caused bifti to appear in i 
light to Miw St Aurtyn. 
not been so hasty in disclos 
bad told him." 

" Egad, be could not be^ 
that be should immediately 
it, as I would have no dand* 
ment" 

" What use, oolonel, as I 
was it to answer?" SttdGert 
I cannot at oid surmising, 
*hA eflect (be loss of fort uj 
cfll me, you hate indeed gtt 
my eba«fctor » 

"MydenrMi* St Au* 
bearyou to think thus; and 
disagreeable, rather disclose! 
suffer you to remain in suefa 

* Indeed, sir, such a nepfi 
to Miss St Acfstyn/' said M 

" I o6n&ss it; and have'gf 
and #duH, if neoeisary, riq 
fndte to deceive her wiUuQ 
aan^coitraeed, has aiiwayi 
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saw you, Miss St Austyn, loved you; 
nay, he confessed it to me the other day, 
"but fearful of gaining your affection, 
he had declined declaring his real senti- 
ments. I worked him up into a fine va- 
gary about Willowby, but even then he 
would not consent to make the first offer. 
I need not repeat to you that, with all his 
good.qualities, he is a fool and romancer in 
love matters ; and as for vanity, he has no 
HDOre than my old shoes ; for, had he been 
blear-eyed, hump-backed, and crooked- 
legged, he could not have been more diffi- 
dent of his success. In short, he would 
not believe that it was possible that you 
could have any esteem for him ; and, no 
longer ago than yesterday, came home so 
dispirited and dismal, that I was provoked 
beyond my patience. Your charming dif- 
fidence, my, dear Miss St. Austyn, was at* 
tributed to dislike, disgust, and I know 
not what, until a resolution I had before 
hastily formed came into my mind, And 
which was simnJy as follows :— So far from 

thinking 
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thinking you could be influenced by 
fortune, I knew that, did you consider 
Albert unhappily situated, you would at 
once set his heart at ease, by declaring 
your sentiments, whatever they might be, 
respecting him ; and on this very morning 
told him the tale which he repeated to you, 
insisting, as a point of honour, that he 
should immediately declare it. I well 
knew that his duty and affection, had I 
remained at home, would have forced the 
secret from me, and therefore, like a pru- 
dent general, resolved to retreat from dan- 
ger, and leave him until evening; when, 
at all events, I determined to declare the 
truth ; for I could not have had the heart 
to punish him for a longer period. On 
my entrance — pardon me, Miss St. Aus- 
tyn, perhaps I was 'too sanguine — I 
thought, amidst all his melancholy, for he 
had declared to me this morning he would 
never more presume to think of you, that 
th&e was a pleasure on his countenance, 
and an enchanting soffagps in your*, that 
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flattered me my scheme had succeeded. 
Your sweetly*sootbing words confirmed 
my hopes ; I was Dot master of my jpy; it 
overflowed, and in the moment of rapture, 
I declared the falsehood I bad devised. 
Such is my crime; I h»vft on my honour, 
made a fair confession ; I only am to bjame, 
and on me alone let your anger fell.* 

" Indeed, fipJonel," replied Gertawte 
blushing, «M aannot c# your conduct ge- 
nerous ; it has made me act very foolishly " 

" If it has made you give the smallest 
spark of hope to Albert, I cannot he hypo- 
crite enough to deny the satisfaction I shall 
experience. You JBWt be convinced that 
he lovee you sincerely, wd on reflection , 
will not he sorry if you have spared him 
same very uneasy hours." 

" I retract nothing J have said to Mr. 
Montgomery," < turned Gertrude; * but 
I could have wished my aunt to have been 
present." 

? AM JMftss gt, Auatyq, X dared not 

have taken the ^>erty had f h# be*n at 

^ — ^ home, 
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horfte* nor yet would I have done it in 
her absent bad I not been convinced that 
my nephew had her good wishes for hi* 
success— though she declined aH interfe- 
rence, «nd generously declared; that unin* 
fluenoad by fortune, your choice should 
be hers." 

" I am not to learn my aunt's goodness, 
and therefore hope she will excuse my folly, 
in so easily believing your fabricated tale, 
coloiiel." 

" I see you do not forgive me,* said he; 
" wtet expiation can I make?" 

99 1 require twme; indeed I feel no anger, 
colonel ; let the business be forgotten/ 9 
answered sbe^ holding out her hand. 

" Heaven bless you, my sweet girl! 
May I call you one of the props of my old 
age, and fhe fcride of my heart ?" 

* I hope I sbfrll deserve your aftection*" 
an*tf eted she, timidly. 

" My pwn Albert and Marian are not 
more dear to me than yourself; but now 

I have 
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I have obtained my pardon, I must hasten 
home — I want to be reconciled to that silly 
fellow before bedtime; I should be sorry 
to break his rest; I know that I shall have 
some trouble to bring him to reason ; he 
will not be half so easily won to pardon as 
Miss St. Austyn." 

" If Gertrude excuses it, I think he 
cannot refuse/ 9 returned Marian. 

" He ought not, certainly, but he will 
resent the affront, particularly as offered 
to her. Oh ! I know it all by heart- be- 
fore we begin. It is ten to one but he puts 
me into a real passion with his punctilios 
and nonsense, before we have done " 

" I hope not," said Gertrude, smiling; 
" Marian and myself will be answerable for 
you in future." 

" With such hostages, indeed, I shall 
not run much danger; but he will searody 
believe that I have been so successful in 
obtaining my pardon. He has caught me 
in one lie, and may easily suppose I can 
tell another." * 

. * "My 
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u My brother, I am convinced, will not 
dispute your word, sir." 

" That is more than you know. I wish 
you would give me one of your gloves, 
rnses, flounces, or furbelows, for a token ; 
that would be undeniable evidence." 

" Your word will be far more satisfac- 
tory, colonel," said Gertrude. 

"I dispute that," replied he; "there 4* 
more persuasion in one of your old ribands 
tka&in any thing I could urge. Gratify 
me by the.trial— it will ensure mea good 
reception." 

" Pray, my dear Gertrude," said Marian, 
laughing, " take pity on my poor alarmed 
uncle, consider his fears, and secure him 
from reproof." 

" Why, really," returned Gertrude, 
" sooner than he should incur so dreadful 
a danger, I would do any thing in my 
power; but as all my furbelows and floun- 
ces are &$t sewed on, he must for this 
time fight his own battle ; and as he is an 

v experienced 
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experienced officer, there era lie no doubt 
of his obtaining the victory." 

*Egad, I dont know that! should any 
ill consequence ensue, remember you are 
to blame, that would not even give an old 
shoe to save me. w 

Marian whispered Gertrude. 

u No, indeed, 19 answered the latter in a 
Jdw voice, " I cannot consent; if you do, 
remember that I will never replace it" 

" I will run the hazard, and trust to 
your generosity ; at least, mymotive being 
humanity to my uncle, I am sure aD good 
people will excuse me." 

* What is that, Marian T said the co- 
lonel. M Give me something, that's a dear 
girl ; Miss St Austyn has proved that she 
has too much good-nature to bear malice." 

f ' Don't trust to that, colonel,** replied 
Gertrude; " repeated offences may make 
me obdurate.*' 

• I am resolved to try," answered Ma- 
rian, uritying a plain miniature she wen 
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of Gertrude on her neck : « take this, my 
dear uncle; consider the sacrifice I make, 
and estimate your obligation accordingly. 
Net that I mean to give it to you{ it is 
simply a loan, to prove that you bate ob- 
tained your pardon, and from your hartds 
I shall require it." 

" Surely you will not part with my mi- 
niature?" said Gertrude. 

" If I don't reward you for thie> Marian,*^ 
replied the colonel* taking the picture* 
"say I ama rogue anda coward; not that 
I think you will ever get it again, but you 
shall have one drawn from it, and stuck 
round with diamonds as sparkling as the 
eyes of the original. Secure now of a gra- 
cious reception, excuse me if I bid you 
fiflfewell for this evening.- 9 So saying, shak- 
ing each affectionately by the hand, he. 
left them. 

u Indeed, Marian," said Gertrude^ se- 
riobsly* "I atq now more offended than I 
bavfe been the whole evening. 'Had I not 
abeady suffered sufficiently, but you xojast* 

give' 
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give that foolish picture to your uncle? 
Your brother will think it my present ; 
^^dWcb, together with the whole of this 
nigfit's behaviour, will make him judge 
me a very forward girl." 

" How little, my dear Gertrude, do you 
know of Albert! Open, generous, and 
sincere himself, the proof you have given 
him this evening of your esteem has fixed 
nis heart irrevocably yours. For the pic- 
ture, had it indeed been your gift, it would 
have been more precious ; but as mine, 
however acceptable, you have no merit in 
the presentation." 

w Indeed/* * said Gertrude, " I do not 
wish to claim any; as slightingly as you 
have treated my portrait, I dare say you 
would be offended should I give away 
yours — for example, suppose to Frederic— 
I have no doubt it would bean acceptable 
present." 

" That requires consideration, child. To 
be sure, if I was quite certain that he was 
** good as we hope, and that I was also 
f 7 quite 
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quite convinced that he was the sort of 
creature whose oddities I could bear with, 
in return for his bearing with mine, I should 
not much care about it You will, how- 
ever, remember one circumstance that 
makes a material difference — I mean the 
characters of the men : Frederic is a fine 
gay fellow, that doubtless has sighed for a 
thousand women; while, on the contrary, 
Albert is a tame, domestic animal, reared 
in a desert, and who never, before he saw. 
you, found out that he had a heart to be- 
stow." 

Such was the conversation until Supper; 
Marian's spirits being elated with the pros- 
pect of her brother's happiness, and Ger- 
trude's not depressed, when she reflected, 
that though the colonel's story had inte- 
rested her sufficiently to make her disclose 
the secret of her heart, yet that the con- 
fession was entrusted to a man of honour 
and virtue. 



f 
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CHAPTER VL 



A Bribe— A Reconciliation — - And the 
soothing of a Friend. 

On the colonel's arrival at home, his firet 
question was for Albert, who, the servtot 
informed him, was retired to his apartment 
«*— *TellhimthatI am returned/* replied the 
colonel, " and should be glad of his com- 
pany for half an hour.*' 

" Mr. Montgomery is perhaps in bed, 
sir— he went immediately to his chamber.* 

" Call him up then, sir, and in future 
please to remember to say, your master, when 
you speak of my nephew. If he is asleep, 
awaken him ; tell him the articles of peftce 
are signed, and that I have a sufficient hos- 
\sge for the enepiy's part of the agreement" 
^ The 
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The servant went immediately to Al- 
bert, who had not yet retired to rest, and 
delivered his message to the best of his abi- 
lity, though it was as unintelligible to 
Montgomery as himself. Albert obeyed 
the summons, though he had by no means 
recovered from the* perturbation the dis- 
covery of the evening had occasioned ; and 
entering the parlour, he waited his uncle's 
commands in silence. 

" I hope, sir, you have recovered that 
calm state of mind, which is so peculiarly 
your endeavour to exert on all occasions? 9 ' 
said the colonel. 

" I am sorry to say I have not, sir," re- 
turned Albert. u Had myself or Marian 
alone been concerned, though it had dis- 
tressed our feelings, yet as it might have 
proved our duty, I could have willingly 
submitted to such a trial. But the liberty 
taken with Miss St. Austyn was unpardon- 
able; I must undoubtedly appear a party 
in the deception." 

vol. iv. e jr " P*qy, 
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44 Fray, sir, was it not entirely your own 
ftult? Would any thing less have con* 
vinced you ? I knew the goodness of her 
heart, and trusted implicitly to its dictates." 

" I have no right to prescribe to you, 
sir, and could only have wished that 1 had 
not been made the instrument" 

M Why, your peace is made* at least 
mine is, and you are, I suppose, included 
in the treaty. You fled like a coward in 
the lieat of the battle ; I staid and carried 
off the spoils;- holding up t£*e picture. 

_ Montgomery bad more than once wished 
for this miniature, as he saw it worn by his 
sister, but had never ventured to express 
hfer desire. 

* You have indeed been fortunate, tffe" 
said he, " pardon me if I say, in this oaae 
beyond your deserts.* 

* I did not ask your opinion, sir; I mm 
perfectly satisfied with, having succeeded, 
without racking my head with the meat* 
Don't you know that the world in genemt 
wtl! never see^ntothe causes from whence 

you 
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you become rich or fortunate? But if, on 
the contrary, you are poor and friendless, 
they will readily discover that it is but the 
effect of your imprudence, idleness, and 
folly. Thus, sir, as long as I did not ab- 
solutely steal the picture, it is. all allow- 
able. — None but the brave deservethefair? 
(ringing). 

" Did Miss St. Austyn give it you, sir ?" 
said Albert. 

"• " No, it was your sister's pledge of a 
general amnesty. Miss St Austyn'slips 
said No ; but her eyes, which are a thou- 
sand times more expressive, said Yes; and 
on those occasions, when I was a young 
fellow, I always consulted the latter." 

**I am not so skilful in the language of 
the eyes," said Albert. 

44 More fool you then, sir. But, how- 
ever, I hope all your doubts, surmises, 
whimsies, . and fooleries, are now satisfied, 
and that you are convinced Gertrude — * 

H Is an angel," interrupted Montgomery ; 

" bat I cannot flatter myse|£ that either 

£ 9 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Stanhope or she will entirely excuse 
this unnecessary tria^of her sentiments." 

" They will both excuse you, whatever 
they do with me. You have only been a 
cafs-paw in the business; all the ingenuity 
and merit of the baboon depended upon my 
part." 

" I shall be far from claiming any share 
of the praise appertaining to it, sir," re- 
plied Albert, smiling. 

" Yet, sir, you would have no objection 
to share the prize I have carried off in con- 
sequence." 

" Why, if it could be obtained with ho- 
nour, sir, I should consider it desirable.* 

" Then look you, Albert, I don't much 
care if I do give it you ; but you will re- 
member that it makes you an accomplice : 
therefore, perhaps you would rather de- 
cline it" 

" I cannot withstand the offer, sir," re- 
plied Montgomery, receiving it from him; 
" at all events the sin of temptation is yours, 
A mine 
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Gertrude replied with great candour, 
but some confusion, by declaring the fears 
she had long experienced in his presence; 
* though," continued she, timidly, " I now 
almost believe that my heart deceived me, 
in return for my endeavouring to teach it 
a lesson it was resolved not to learn. I too 
always thought, though you behaved to 
me with great politeness, that I could dis- 
: cern a dislike, a distance, that convinced 
me you did not esteem me ; and unto that 
reflection alone you must attribute my con- 
duct." 

" How erroneous, how unjust, was that 
imagination! Oh, Gertrude, you know 
not how long I have loved you !" 

" Nay,*' said she, interrupting him al- 
most involuntarily, " 1 dare not ask that 
question, nor yet hear the avowal." 

"And why, my love? Can you doubt 
my truth? 

"No, Montgomery , ,x answered she, bhish- 
ing; " but it may tell, me a secret that it*' 
would give me pain to tear." 

~ " Then 
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" Then shall it never be disclosed.— Yet," 
continued he, " if you have formed any er- 
roneous judgment respecting me, at least 
you ought to give me leave to justify my- 
self; I could bear pity thing rather than to 
suffer in your opinio^." 

" I see my folly has excited your eoii • 
osity, and cannot bear you to form an uri~ 
just surmise, however it may be painful to 
myself. My heart, Montgomery, is, I be- 
lieve, a very foolish, susceptible one," con- 
tinued she, averting her blushing fece; 
" and to own the truth, I frequently think 
that it was sooner sensible of your merit 
than I choose either to avow A myself, or 
indeed than it ought to have been ; for I 
am convinced you did not then think of 
me," 

" Enchanting Gertrude," exclaimed he, 
stealing a kiss from her glowing cheek, " the 
attention of my whole life can alone shew 
my sense of your sweet confession ; but at 
once to silence all your delicate scruples, 
hear me make an avowal that will at once 
1 destroy 
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destroy the unjust supposition you have 
formed. I candidly confess, that when I 
first saw you, though I allowed you beau- 
tiful, my heart felt no emotion ; but after* 
wards, when 1 discovered your enchanting 
form was but the repository that contained 
that invaluable jewel, a tender and benevo- 
lent heart, I was no longer master of my- 
self, my whole soul Wasy6*rs, and nothing 
but the idea of being displeasing to you 
could have made me conceal it." 

CT Ah ! Montgomery, are you too turn- 
ing flatterer ? All explanation but the time 
was unnecessary, and I know I am seeking 
pain to hear that" 

" And why," said he gaily, "should you 
suppose so ? The only disagreeable part of 
the confession is on my side, I can assure 
you ; for it will reduce me to confess my- 
self* thief? 

' M A thief !" repeated Gertrude, smiling; 
* what have you stolen ? Nothing more, I 
trill venture to answer, but the theft tliat is 
unpunishable by law — a female heart" 

^ « No, 
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" No, indeed, and in sober sadness, my 
crime, though far more innocent, is really 
> punishable, if you choose to be cruel ; for 
$ stole — a pocket-handkerchief." 
' " A pocket-handkerchief!" exclaimed 
Gertrude, laughing. " Nay f then I fear you 
are a pickpocket : — but how that has any 
thing to do with me, I cannot devise." 

" Well, then, for an honest confession, 
in hopes of an unconditional pardon : My 
heart was free until the day I contemplated 
you, my sweet Gertrude, with anxious hu- 
manity and busy tenderness, chafing the 
temples, and wringing the water from the 
hair of poor Betsey Southern. You may 
remember you afterwards tied it up with 
your handkerchief ; that handkerchief I be- 
came possessed of, nor ever have had reso- 
lution sufficient to yield the prize." 

" Ah ! Montgomery," said she with emo- 
tion, " teach me to forget that dreadful, 
that humiliating period of my life, which 
I never can reflect on without shame and 
horror!" . 
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" ltshall.be the study of your Albert's 
life to obliterate from your memory what- 
evergwes yourpain. This silly confession 
you forced from me by your (shall I not 
call them ?) unjust surmises." 

"Ah, Montgomery ! but whenyou heard 
Betseys irtory, what did you then think of 
Bier 

* I ^did not believe it, my Jove: but I 
will not be questioned thus ; it is now your 
part to* answer my interrogatories." 

" One more question, and I will answer 
what you please. Bid you not despise me 
ttbenyou knew my folly? I know you are 
above falsehood, Montgomery, and will 
abide by your, reply ." 

44 No, on my life and honour! I will 
candidly confess I felt severely wounded, 
and resolved to tear you firom my mind ; 
fori considered your heart as -engaged be* 
ywd retreat, and anine bled for the conse- 
quence of such an attachment. My uncle 
pressed me to address you ; I was however 
master enou^bof myself to conceal my ffeel- 

<Vol. iv. ' p 1 tags 



»>i^ 



98 ALBERT* 

ings. He accused me with coldness and 
insensibility. Ah ! could he have seen my 
heart, how readily would he have allowed, 
his injustice! Love and Gertrude were the 
directors of its every movement." 

^Gertrude reclined her head on his shoul- 
der, and a tear dropped on his hand. 

* Never more/* said he, kissing off the 
tear, " let the hand of your Albert be so 
painfully honoured : if you knew how se- 
verely he feels your emotion, I am sure 
you would endeavour to suppress it." 

" I will in future. Yet tell me, Albert, 
how was it possible you could ever forget 
my folly?" 

u If I am not revenged for all those hate- 
ful questions," said he, folding his arms 
around her, u may I be doomed to repeat 
•them ! How do you think it is possible to 
sit by you, and remember such trifles ?* 

u Nay,'* said she, " do not leave my heart 
unsatisfied : how was it possible you could 
forget?" 

« Again, I reply," answered he, clasping 
f .her 
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her to his bosom, " how was it possible I 
could remember? Did you not treat me 
with distinguished kindness ? In the inter- 
vals from my delirium did I not see your 
tears ? Did you not, my lovely girl, in the 
moment of apprehended danger, fly to the 
bosom that would willingly have yielded 
its blood to have saved yours?" 

" Ah, Montgomery ! that dreadful day, 
how sincerely did I feel your tenderness !" 

** Let us lose the remembrance for ever; 
I will candidly own that I have scrutinized 
your every word and action with the vigi- 
lance of an inquisitor, and the watchfulness 
of a Spanish duenna : your heart, my Ger- 
trude, has proved above the test, and never 
shall mine know another love." 

A silence of a few minutes ensued, when 
Gertrude, withdrawing herself from the en- 
circling arms of Montgomery, said — " I 
will endeavour to merit your good opinion, 
however difficult I may find it to regain 
my own." 

• *' Will you not allow/* said he, cheerful- 
f8 1 ly f 
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ly, « that I have given a ivdttiieriUl *pto6f 
of my patience on this occasion ? ; and sU*e- 
ly, in common justice, you ought to pro- 
portion the reward to the tried. ^Gte you 
then, my Gertrude, toy aside ydur fears, 
and, with that charming candour that dis- 
tinguishes you, condescend to fix theperioil 
from which -y6ttr Albert May frdpe'tb date 
his happiness." 

"Indeed, indeed,! eannot: J6ti tire too 
encroaching ; do you consider ho*r little 
time has elapsed since you made toe the 
offer of your heal* ?" 

"Perfectly; a tewg^ve weeks. Have 
we tibt in the tittie written to your broths, 
and deceived his answers ? add to which, 
that I have loved you two tedious ytttts, 
and fevety hour toow appears to 'be -stolen 
from our expected happtfeess." 

"Consider, Montgomery, ~a*y wicer- 
feirtty respecting Frederic ; though I en- 
deavour to ^fcacfeal iVit ^wrighs hedvyon 
my heart. Could I but once be ascertained 
Of his sitiWti^ I ehtkitd te WtofcjfiateaSe " 
' "Thouj 
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"Though his fortune ig tfjjdoxjbtedly 
contracted, ygt; he does not appear imha)> _ , , 
py," answered Albert. " Like yourself, t^^ 
ardently wish he would be more communi- ^^v 
cative ; or could I gain any clue to^guide 
me, I would spare no pains to discover his 
retreat." 

u Such a search would be attended both 
with trouble and fatigue," said she, " and 
perhaps, after all, might be unavailing." 

u Trouble and fatigue would be forgot- 
ten, Qould I contribute towards the hap- 
piness'of my Gertrude's brother, and, par- 
ticularl): with so inspiring a reward in 
view." 

" I have frequently reflected on the sujb» 
j ect," said she ; " and as it is plain old Jona- 
than knows where he is situated, I think 
it would be by no means impossible to gain 
the secret from him." 

" I will tear myself from you to execute *\^*^ 
this commission; $uy uncle, I know, will ^ ^ 
accompany me ; your brother, it is evident^ 
esteems, him; snd could spp but be sjxc- 
F8 cessful 
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C2ssful in our pursuit, never would we leave 
him until he promised to accompany us " 

" Your goodness, Montgomery, over- 
powers me ; from my heart accept those 
thanks which my tongue cannot utter." 

* I require so large a gratification that I 
merit no thanks. If I am successful, you 
will find me an intruding beggar— -if other- 
wise, you will not surely punish me for my 
misfortune. I will depart in the course of 
a day or two: the length of my absence 
will be uncertain, as, should I discover he 
is on the Continent, I shall not scruple to 
pursue him. The time his letters are reach- 
ing us, proves it cannot be at any material 
distance. Then say, my love, on my re- 
turn may I not claim my reward ? That, 
you know, is fixing no immediate period, 
but is a sweet hope to sustain my spirits on 
the journey ." 

" You win consult Mrs. Stanhope on the 
subject," said Gertrude, hesitatingly ; "my 
will shall submit to her judgment. Press 
me*" continued fihe, " no more now ; but 
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let us seek my aunt and your sister, and 
inform them of this new resolution." 

Albert kissed her hand, and accompanied 
her to the library. Gertrude immediately 
informed her aunt of Montgomery's inten- 
tion, who, though she did not appear to 
consider it of any efficacy, expressed her 
satisfaction at his making the attempt " Old 
Jonathan is certainly the only chance," said 
she, " and we will strengthen your interest 
there with a letter from myself and Ger- 
trude; but should that fail, all further 
search is vain." 

This subject employed the greater part 
of the evening, until the colonel was an- 
nounced, who was no sooner informed of 
the intended arrangement, than heexclaim- 
ed — "By jingo! you have forestalled me to 
this affair. I have business in London in 
the course of a week, and meant to spare 
no pains, though I did not mention it, fear- 
ful of inspiring a hope that might be frus- 
trated. I did not wish to take Albert from: 
F 4 a moie? 
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a more pleasurable* society* but arabjrttoi 
means dissatisfied to«hav.e hit company; a* 
tteebrding^totheolflisayhig, two ftesaddi&ay 
be better* tktm arm 

A& the gentlemen iteedesi littfa prepara- 
tion, tbe third day frcrt» tt*$: time' o£ fete 
settlement w^ fixed ibr them to aoistmeag&r 
theif journey ;: Mr* Stbnbope^iiigfbttBi 
a letter to. old Jonathan, ouealso nfcdtt&of, 
their meeting with Frederic and* likewise 
another to his solicitor in town*, desiring} 
hkfc to consider the colbnel and Albeitb a^ 
her nephew's best friends, andito-grae>ti*emi 
all the information* he eould J procure 

On* the Banning of ;their departure the£ 
breakfasted at the Vale*-— an> arrangement 
that Mrs; Staraho j» afterwan&eondjeawiedJ 
herself Tor pternaitting; as both Marian* aud> 
Gertuude were riribly dejected, aitftougb 
ashamed taieonfcaidt 

r Eh& depreafibii of the youngr facias wa* 

not losfcon the colonel; who, f witiB his usual 

good humous, excMtnecb**" 2Z©oks,. ttontt 

kwk sodismal — jkju? are enough to put one 

* out 
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wt tf hewt. I feel 03 I used to, do before 
, ^ feattte where we were sure to co*b& off 
vfctore ; therefore I think we shall bp sue- 
<&$&k I Jrave vead that, in former times* 
it was the custom for damsels to equip thei* 
kflig^ts— I a*q SQr?y sijol} $ gopd old fa- 
sfefci* i$ laid down, as a smart lass must be 
a ftp imqre pleasant val£t-de-chambre than 
a $}uto$y fellow." 

* My cte^r uneie," said Marian, endea- 
vouring to rally her spirits, " why did you 
not send for me to pull on your boots ?" 

'because, hussey, I thought you would 
do it awkwardly. There is one job, how- 
ever, I believe I may trust you to perform 
pretty tolerably — that is, come and give 
me a kiss, and wish me a good journey." 
Marian threw her arms around his neck, 
and saluted him with the affection of a 
daughter. u Bless you, my dear child !" 
said he; when seeing Miss St. Austyn ad- 
vancing to grant him the same favour, he 
snatched her in his arms, and imprinted a 
hearty smack on her cheei$ exclaiming — 
f 5 " I am 



d by Google 



J06: ALBERT. 

* I am now invulnerable; secured by so 
potent a charm as the kisses of two beau* 
tiful virgins, let Frederic look to himself; 
for, if I don't ferret him out, I never more 
deserve to be so fortified."* 

Albert embraced his sister, kissed the 
hand of Mrs. Stanhope, and tenderly Sa- 
luted Gertrude, to whom he simply whis- 
pered the word remember; to which she 
replied with some emotion — u When I for- 
get this generous act^ Montgomery, I must 
indeed forget myself." 

All being prepared, and the chaise wait- 
ingi they looked their final adieu, and de^ 
parted,. 



CHAir- 
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CHAPTER IX. 



A Debt generously paid— An uncommon 
Dispute betztieen an Uncle and at 
jtfephew.. 

The colonel and his nephew arrived the* 
following day in London, where the vete^ 
ran allowed himself but a few hours to re- 
Cover his fatigue, before, with Albert, he 
went in quest of captain Watson, whom 
he entreated so warmly to sup with him 
at his hotel, that he accompanied him thi- 
ther. 

Watson had not been able to refrain; 
bis admiration of Albert's conduct oh the 
morning, of the duel with Frederic, and,, 
now assured they were friends, was highly 
pleased to cultivate his acquaintance. The 
e 4L discourse 
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discourse naturally turned on St Austyn; 
but Watson was equally ignorant with 
themselves of his situation, as he had ne- 
ver been seen in London from the time of 
his leaving it—'* It is the opinion of his 
acquaintance," said he, " that he resides 
somewhere on the Continent ; but whether 
ft k so* appears- to me uncertain, as I toy- 
•df brave received two tetters from him 
since his departure, with the postanapfe of 
Rippon. But be where his will, he is 
a noMe felibw, and will yet, I am cojmn- 
Cecf, come furth and retrieve^alf his former 
imprudences ; while that raseaf, who wad 
the occasion of his misfortunes, may scalk 
about with his ladh/, not daring to shew 
his face/* 

* Bemers is then really marrfed?" said 
Albert. 

" Undoubtedly, and to his sort-oW/ 1 an- 
swered Watson ; " a friend of mine was 
at the Hague when the marriage took 
place." 

" Th£ newspaper alone announced it to 

us," 
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m^* said AlbcKt. «■ She waft spobe* e£. a* 
not youngs but patteswd: o£ a l«*g& pro* 
perty^" 

^ Scr k was geneo&ly supposed, £&& 
Bbmers, wkb ait his; art, has beet* com** 
ptetdy dwped* Srhfc was fo* maifcy yea*» 
Gnhamfs oustae** bfifcue she w,aa his. wife, 
and raaaaagtd to cuia Mm so* coHiptetely, 
that at his dea&ki theses ww in feaKfcy Htt W 
ef hia property Ifefk j&ecustoved to ma- 
ixeuvpe, she put a good fees on the natter, 
gave herself out far a rich widow, ami 
though beyond the bloom of youth, being 
stiH showy and rather pteasiogv soop at- 
tended adtniittfts. My friend tells sae, 
Burners had aisQ passed himself for a man 
of fortune; so that it was a mutual d#cep* 
tiow, for they were very speedily married." 

** Diamond cat diamond ! w returned the 
colonel. u Fiw& Bones h at leas* fitly 
matched ; though ha»g me if I am not 
sorry for the woman, for he willplay the 
devil when he finds there is no money !* 
4 "As to that, oolooe^you may reserve 

your 
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your pity, for, if report says true, the 
lady is at least his equal at that game ; for 
she led Graham a miserable life. From 
the little knowledge I have of Berners, I 
am convinced that necessity alone could 
force him upon so desperate a step; the 
money produced from the sale of his com- 
mission could not last long* and the sujh 
posed rich widow was a fine bait." 

* Zounds !" answered the colonel, " he 
has at last made a fine spot of work of it, 
io encumber himself with an old trot with* 
out property !*' 

" A marriage on such principles will 
doubtless not be thought binding by either 
party, and each separately seek their for* 
tune," said Albert 

" In that case," answered the colonel* 
" it will do the woman no great injury; 
but for Fine Bones, marriage will be a 
confounded drawback on his making his 
fortune," 

The conversation then became universal* 
and the evening passed cheerfully ; captaip 

Watson;, 
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"Watson, as he took leave, promising to 
pay them a visit in the course of three 
months. 

On the ensuing morning, the colonel, . 
with Albert, waited on Mr. St. Austyn> 
solicitor, when a serious conversation took 
place between them. 

" I am commissioned/* said the veteran, 
c< by Mrs. Stanhope, to pay the encum- 
brance of the estate. As to the writings, 
she has no objection-to their remaining in 
your hands, as she considers you a man of 
honour, if you have any dispute of the pro* 
priety of resigning them to her. You will 
therefore favour me by preparing the party 
who advanced the money to receive his 
whole demand this evening, and have a 
proper discharge drawn for Mr. St. Austynt 
Mrs. Stanhope, I think, said it was about 
six thousand pounds : I shall send my law- 
yer notice to meet me here." 

u Two thousand, sir, have already been 
jaid ; four, with the interest, are alone due/ 

" Zounds!" ahswertfl the colonel, "I 

have 
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have not eomraoa p^iejce to thick the 
feltaw should hide Wnwel£ from bis friends 
for such a paltry sum." 
, * It k pkii>, M," answered the selifiitpr, 
"that Mr. St. AqstytfsYiewtetodeay the 
ertatte^whicfe wn*i4e»ng theshort time he 
had been in possession, and the ready B*o- 
twy left by hfe father, was deeply involved. 
The latter, I &my % was all condemned be* 
fesehe eaise of *ge ; yet * betterr pwi^ipfej 
yo««g span I cton't think exists or he 
woaidrwver hsve whraitted to mfb re- 
store tiois to p^y his debts.'* 

The colonel and Albert soon after took 
leave.— «« |4y dew «rod&" said the latter,. 
f yoi* have Agreeably surprised ine. Th* 
jpnaneenvre EthB&k totally ywrewn, and 
congratulate you on the devise, mit must, 
I think* force ftfe, Austyn to some forward-" 

* Mrs, Stanhope" answered the colonel* 
" I am convinced, wished to have do»e it 
iierself; bwt % tittle pique that jemeips for 
his former sQijdwti and sotoe dmibits of 
his pfese»t fvme f£qua4 continuing, pre- 

vented 
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wated her; fog lam certain she vaiues-the: 
money as little as I cfa." 

Afteu dLim&Y tbe/eokmel appeared to 
tbtefe tiher time long; uitfilrtba hone arrived, 
that. He had* appointed t« meet FrederiQ'* 
lawyer, whea/toiUbert'&gp^siirpri^be. 
$aidh— " I think you* may aa» wjell wnaflj at 
home,, cm dispose of yom»rffas.you pleasa, 
a* I hafre some particular business* that I 
(aamowr property tj^awtci^yQwabswQe, 
but Mr^eh:i dwiyfuHjr mft>rm yo» of on,, 
my retemn"- 

Albert; who- seldom deputed hk wwte'tf 
vffl; immediately aaqniepcsi Tbfl yaJte* 
m& hastened tp Us appoiitf;iB&&; a«d a& 
there is considerably l^tipaitair* paying 
a sum o£ money; than i» getting Q*ie ; adr 
vtmced> the business, wag speedily settled^ 
and the debt caacelteck tihs cptonel gi*&)& 
diaugbte to the amount, hurt teddng: the re- 
leases: simply » St A**styn?s naiae. 

Aa berth: lawyers ag*eedt upo»r thfr »ft~ 
canity, oflFifcde^'^aeqrottrf t&efcablftfcifc 
sdfeatoc to resign* the: wa^feg**- tb^y w$m 

deposited 
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in his hands, and proper acknowledgments 
given on the occasion. 

The whole business transacted, the colo- 
nel said — *■ You will now, gentlemen, ob- 
serve my orders accurately, as the affair I 
shall next speak upon is the joint concern 
of Mr. St. Austyn's family and my own, 
and must be completed between the law- 
yers of both. My nephew, Mr. Montgo- 
mery, who accompanied me this morning, 
is engaged to Miss St Austyn ; you will 
therefore draw the marriage writings. Her. 
fortune, which is sixteen thousand pounds, 
I will have entirely settled upon herself 
and her heirs, with a jointure, for which 
you may leave blanks, suitable to the pro- 
perty of my nephew, of whom I must now. 
speak. Mr. Wright, my lawyer, can in- 
form you of nearly the amount of my for- 
tune, having lately made my will, one 
moiety of which I will have immediately 
settled upon my nephew without restric- 
tion. I shall be ready tp sign in the course 
of a fortnight or^tbree weeks ; at which pe- 
riod 
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riod I expect to return to London, and 
you will oblige me by having all prepared.** 

The necessary preliminaries settled, the 
colonel hastened to his hotel, where he 
found Albert writing to Gertrude. 

* I hope," said he, " you have given no 
hint of what passed this morning, as it will 
be quite time enough hereafter." 

" Undoubtedly I have not, sir," answer- 
ed Montgomery. " May I entreat to know 
if you have completed your business ?" 

" No, sir ; I have neither completed my 
business nor yours, but St. Austyn's is en- 
tirely finished. There is his release," throw- 
ing it on the table. 

u I am heartily rejoiced at it," returned 
Albert, having perused the receipt, and re- 
turned it to his uncle ; u but I did not know, 
sir, that you had any other business this 
evening than St. Austyn's, and was far 
from suspecting that I could have any." 

The colofiel filled a bumper, and drank 
the family at the Vale ; when Montgomery 
having pledged him, hesa^d — " To tell you 

the 
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the truth, 1 did not waitt your oonopawy 
thifc evening* I knew that yoq would be 
devilish troublesome, and therefore left you 
behind, I have ordered the lawyer ta 
draw the ri)ftrriage settlements, for I sup- 
pose they will be wanted on our return." 

* My dear un«le, t will not Mm St. Aus- 
tyn think rw too presuming* to take suck 
a liberty without consulting Mm, Stan- 
hope?'' 

" Xouadfe.yo^i would provoke a saint! I 
always wondered bpw she could lik& yon. 
What, the plague,, areyou afraid o£a jwtty 
girl?" 

" Yes, sir, of offending her." 

" That is impossibly The writings will 
not be produced untU after our retuw, 
and being ready will present delay. I have 
ordered the whole of her fortune to be set- 
tled upon herself* and blanks left for a 
joints suitable to your property." 

"Your generosity oppresses me, my 
deac si* ; I have not words to thank you. 
I know it is neceydary that the affluence 

Gertrude 
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^Gertrude has ever enjoyed should fee *e- 
^p^dlo to, ^nd sincerely thank you -for 
t&e Wlteidfctfafckte; but for myself, 'lettofc, 
T^nju^eyou, >*tai*e dependant**! yo&. 
Can you suppose that I consider It either 
-paiTtful^t humiliating to look up 4o you 
as a father ?" 

M tt don*t suppose you do" teltiftied' the 
-o©fcnel; *<but*n this case, Montgomery,*^ 
honour md your respectability depend 
A/pon the afrafcgement I have made. The 
WGfld rhtiSt *ntft have 3t in their poW«r tp 
**y that Mite St. AuStyn has attfrrifcd a de- 
cadent *tf4?phew, though I suppose they 
ail pratty well guess where *ny property 
Witt centre" 

Albert's emotion was not to be suppress- 
ed, arid covering his face with his spread 
tattids, he remained silent. 

" liookye, Albeit, dorft be foolish. 1 
-ktifew this Would be a ^disagreeable piece ttf 
business, and therefore left you at : home, ' 
thtft y&u 4»i£ht r ittrt expose yourself, and 
)3«^eifn4iip&sfii«n. i meant ; to have done 

more* 
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more, but for the fuss I expected. What 
the plague difference does it make, whether 
t you receive the money from me, or are in- 
dependent of me? I am not afraid of your 
failing in either duty or affection. If you 
regard me as a father, there is no obliga- 
tion in the case." 

"No obligation, sir !" exclaimed Albert. 
" Not even my father could shew more 
tenderness for both Marian and myself than 
we have experienced from you. Have 
, you not daily been heaping benefits upon 
. us ever since our first happy meeting? an d 
have you not enabled me to gain the wo- 
man of my heart ? yet to be independent 
of you appears a stretch of goodness I ought 
not to accept." 

" It shall in this case be as I please," re- 
turned the colonel. " How the plague can 
you tell what change may take place? I 
may grow childish as I get older, and per- 
haps fall in love." 

* I am willing to run that hazard, 45r.* 

* That's more than I am, though I don* 

* think 



d by Google 



ALBEET. 119 

think there is much danger. However, be 
contented with this arrangement, whicfy I 
am convinced is right. Order supper, and 
let us go to bed, that we may rise early, *nd 
prepare for our journey." 



CHAPTER X. 



A West Indian. 

During the colonel's residence in the West 
Indies, he had formed an intimacy with a 
gentleman named Vincent. He was about 
the age of thirty-six, had never been mar- 
ried, was agreeable in his person and easy 
in his circumstances, living upon an estate 
of his own, which, without either cruelty 
or oppression, produced him a dear five or 
sixAundred pounds yearly. 
The second day after the colonel's depar- 
54 ture* 
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tdre, this ; g£ntlenia*i, who fed come 4o 
England on some mercantile concerns, ar- 
rived at Blackwood, being unwilling <t& 
leairethec(^ntry t w}iSi^«t€eeing ) him. Mm. 
Mosley paid the stranger every dttert%km, 
and immediately sent word to Mrs. Stan- 
hope, who returned an answer, requesting 
his company' at the Vale — an invitation he 
did not thirit proper to decline. 

Mrs. Stantiope informed Aim, that the 
colonel was then absent with his nephew 
upon some business very interesting to her, 
and which they bad undertaken s6fely to 
oblige her ; therefore entreated him to fa- 
vour them by remaining in the country 
until his fifetfdls return. Mr. Vincent ac- 
cepted : the-M*vitati<m for a fortnight. At 
that period, he- observed, he^had affairs to 
tWfcttsadt in London, whioh when he had 
completed Should die colonel not return 
heft*e%iis >&epattvfre),>he would take an- 
other jo^irfley to JBlackwood, rather than 
sail for flie West Indies \vithout^he«tifr 
fection^ife^iHg'hite* 
k >';.- — : * . Though 
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Though Mr. Vincent pawed the day at 
the Vale, he slept at Black wood, and break- 
fasted with Mrs. Mosely ; in consequence 
of which he became acquainted with Miss 
Southern, whom he took for her daughter. 
The beauty of her person, and the extreme 
gentleness of her manners, were formed to 
please ; and the heart of Mr. Vincent, 
which had withstood until the age of thirty- 
six all the sparkling black eyes of his own 
countrywomen, fell in one stunt fortnight 
a willing victim to the soft blue ones of 
Betsey. 

The time being nearly elapsed, he was 
necessitated to return to London ; but he 
had now an attraction superior to the co- 
lonel to ensure his return. The evening 
before his departure, Mrs. Mosely being 
out when he came from Mrs. Stanhope's, he 
found Betsey alone, and with delicacy and 
respect made her an offer of his band. Miss 
Southern heard this proposal as most other 
young women would have done whose 
hearts were free. She sat! be%*e her a 

vol. iv* G nan 
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man agreeable in his person, in fortune 
far above her expectations, and whose cha- 
racter, as the colonel's friend, she could 
not doubt: yet the cruel remembrance of 
Berhers forced her to decline his offer, but 
that so gently, that a lover must have pos- 
sessed less spirit than Vincent who could 
he so easily repulsed. 

" Our acquaintance, I confess," said he, 
" is short, but to colonel O'Bry en I refer 
you respecting my morals and character : 
if they prove satisfactory, and your heart 
ds disengaged, why should you refuse me, 
my sweet' girl T* 

* Because," answered she timidly, " I 
am not indeed, sir, worthy the honour you 
offer me," 

u May I not entreat your permission to 
apply to your mother ?" 

Betsey could not refrain her tears. u Alas !* 
said she, •' I have no mother, though my 
good friend Mrs. Mosely supplies that Ion 
to me." 

" As she sup$Ues that loss, we will in 

this 
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this cade consider her as such," said he ; 
"and I think you shew too much duty not; 
to be guided by her counsel" 

u I would die to testify my gratitude to 
her," answered she, w But indeed, sir, 
you need not speak on this subject ; for I 
am very unhappy, and I entreat you to 
think no more of me." 

Before he could reply, she hastily left 
him ; and Mrs. Mosely soon after entered, 
when he informed her of the offer he had 
made. 

" Miss Southern, sir," replied she, " i% 
undoubtedly under my care — I regard her 
as my child ; but the person on whom she 
most depends is Mrs. Stanhope. I can give 
no reply without first receiving her opi* 
nion." 

" It can be no offence to consult her an 
the subject," said he; " and I will to mor- 
row take the opportunity before my de- 
parture." 

. Such was the resolution of Mr. Vincent ; 

nor did he fail the next npprning to put it 

6 2 into 

§ 
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into execution; ft*, requesting to see Mri. 
Stanfcope alone, be related what had pass- 
ed* and entreated her interest with Miis 
Southern. 

• <* I shall flatter myself with success, ma- 
dam/' said he, M if yea condescend to in-* 
tterest yourself for me. I confess our ac- 
quaintance is short ; but I never before saw 
the woman with whom I could so ardently 
wish to pass my day*, and the time I have 
to remain in England will not allow of 
delay. I own the difference of our ages; 
but if her hear^ is fteq, tenderness and at- 
tention s»ay reconcile her to that citeun*. 
stance; for I am convinced of the goodness 
of her disposition, by the duty and affection 
with ^hick she behaves to Mrs. Mesely, 
whom I in reality took for her mother.* 

*• I will consul* heiv you may depend," 
returned Mrs. Stanhope, " but entreat you 
not to fix your heart cm this affair. Betsey 
is a very estimable young woman 5 but 
there is a considerable difference in your 
situation in life.*g 

"True, 
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" True* Wadim ; but that beryouthand 
beaut j more than compensate. Yet I must 
candidly owft, the sweetness of her man- 
ner, and apparent goodness of bar heart, are 
my most powerful incentives ; and if I could 
Dot flatter myielf with the enthusiasm of 
a youthful passion, I might perhaps obtain 
&n attention and affection equally estim- 
able." 

" You itiay depend, sir, on my impar- 
tiality iii this casa," replied Mrs* Stanhope* 
" On your retufri; you shall not be kept 
fti Suspense** 

With this promise the lover departed; 
and the ensuing afternoon Mrs* Stanhope; 
fii the presence only of Mrs. Mosely, in- 
fcrined Miss Southern of the proposal she 
had received, requesting her opinion on 
the sflbject 

* Ah, madam !" said she, u never will 
I deceive any man; and what man would 
marry so imprudent a girl ?" 

" Mr. Vincent is a man of tense, Betsey, 

and taay jwrhap* allow ifce difference he- 

g 9 tween 
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tween real errors and youthful impruden- 
ces. Did I, for example, consider your 
misfortune in any other point of view^ 
never would I have countenanced you. 
Answer me with openness— had you never 
seen Berners, would you have accepted 
Mr. Vincent's proposals ?" 

** Mr. Vincent is* far my superior,madain.? 

u That can be no objection, but to a 
grateful heart would be a fresh claim on 
the affection. Of his character and morals 
1 have no doubt, having frequently heard 
the colonel speak highly of him : but I 
would be' far from wishing, in the smallest 
degree, to influence you, I am perfectly 
' satisfied with your present conduct r and 
whatever you resolve upon, nfry friendship 
shall remain the same. Speak tj^h with- 
out fear, and determine for youj$elf. n 

Miss Southern's reply expressed no dis- 
like to Mr. Vincent, though, as she very 
rationally observed, she did not a!s yet 
know him sufficiently to have formed any 
permanent attacfflhent — * Yet," said she, 

" however 
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" however such an offer may do me ho- 
nour, it can but make me the more sensible 
of my former weakness ; for," continued she, 
weeping, " Berners' mistress can never be. 1 
the wife of so respectable a tnan as Mr; 
Vincent." 

" Undoubtedly not," answered Mrs. Stan- 
hope, u under any deception.- Have you 
courage to let me make the avowal to him ?" 

Miss Southern appeared shocked at the 
question ; but after a short reflection she 
replied — " If you will condescend so far, 
madam, it will add to my former obliga- 
tions. Let my shame be my excuse for 
refusing so advantageous, and permit me 
to say, not unpleasing an offer." 

* If Mr. Vincent finds such a proof of 
out candour an obstacle to his wishes, let 
him resign you," answered Mrs. Stanhope/ 
* a continuation of your present conduct 
will ensure you the friendship of myself 
and family." 

# A 
g 4 CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XL 



A Northern Journey. 

The colonel and his nephew travelled post, 
and on the third day after leaving London 
reached the manor-house. The great gates 
were dote shut, the courtyard half covered 
with grass untrodden by visitors, the few 
domestics, or their friends, using another 
entrance. Thrice had the colonel's servant 
rung before the old porter reached the gate, 
and requested to know their commands* 
Leaving the chaise, they desired the pre- 
sence of Jonathan ; to whom presenting 
Mrs. Stanhope's letter, the old man, having 
perused itjthree or four times over, with 
many bows anct great respect, led the way 
to a parlour, and ^it the colonel's request 
ordered them supper. 

« I#okye, 
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" LrMfcye) Mt, JoBttfl***,* &ti he; * I 
teg&fti myself *t home 1 here; for* y<Wfr rtias- 
tt* iff WefcbtiWtd-aaiisMe* hiiMseffiio it ray 
hoti*. Mfsi &anhope f I ! suppose; has 
acquainted 1 y^ti in het letter with our trtr- r 
siness; and as we know it ishf yoirtf p&wet s 
to give As the information We des*re,'I 
think you wijl not refuse doing you* part."' 
""Mr*. SlanKo^ei si*-," answered Jona- 
than, * eve^y body must aHow, is one 6P 
the best ladies in the worTS; aitftiTl ctfuld 
obey h6r, consistent with my daily to my 
iftaste/.Isbouldbe^happytodbit Iknew^ 5 
her' when she 1 was sf chad —not a servant, 
but what would have gone" through fire 5 
and Wate* tosem her.* 

** Wersnafit riot tequire suefr darigertra* 
prooft of attacntfterit from you, llfr. Jona- 
tteay* tepllfed tihe eotonel^ "only dpenty* 
and getierously tell m where? we Can fifid 
St Austyn, and depend upon our gratis 
trid*/* 

" R ft my ttastfeWordVirsnolt&discld^ 
bS& ! re*iaenWt> inry one^ifc* 

• •'• " g 5 ■'.'!' " "What 
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" What the plague signify bis orders ?" 

" A servant has no right to dispute them, 
sir. I wished and begged him almost on 
my knees not to go, but it was to no pur- 
pose ; go he would, and it was not for me 
to hinder him." 

~f" But it is for you to tell us. where to 
*ndhiou" 

" No indeed, sir, it is not He wanted 
me to swear; but I did not like to swear, 
and so he took my word." 
. " Well then, good Jonathan, I will en* 
sure, you his pardon, and Mrs. Stanhope's 
friendship, and give you a hundred pounds 
for your secret." 

* Pray, your honour, would you like any 
body to tamper with your servants' ho- 
nesty, and offer them a hundred pounds 
for what you had forbidden them to dis- 
close ? I beg pardon, but it is a natural 
question." 

" It undoubtedly is a very just one/ re- 
plied Albert " But you must be convin- 
ced that your mtuter's happiness is alone 

our 
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+ur motive: his aunt and sister are impa 
tient to see him." 

The colonel spared neither entreaties, 
promises, nor petulance ; but in vain; Jo- 
nathan was proof, against all; and by no 
means satisfied with their mission* the gen* 
tlemen at length retired to rest. £ 

The next morning they were not more 
fortunate. Every attention tbey could re- 
quire, or that the honour of his master de- 
manded, Jonathan was eager to pay them - r 
but bis secret was as safe as though it had* 
been still locked in his own bosom. 

" I am at once," said the colonel, " botlr 
vexed and pleased with that old fool. We 
have ma^e a pretty jaunt of it, and now 
must go home like two blockheads: we 
have had a ride for our money, to be $ure r 
and that is all we can boast." 

" The whole of my hope now rests upon, 
his coming forward, as the debt is paid," 
replied Albert. " The independence of his 
spirit forced him into this voluntary exile; 
and thus obliged againiS his will, he will 
g 6 doubtless 



d by Google 



132: AUffiET. 

doubtless wish to discharge it in hm own 
way/* 

" It is of bo use to remain here," answer- 
ed the colonel m Yet now we are oat, and 
» far on the North road, if it wet* not 
keeping you upon tender-books, by sepa- 
rating you from Gertrude, I sheeld like 
to go a little farther." 

u I am entirely at your command, sir," 
said Albert. " I must write an artmint 
of our bad success to Miss St* Austyn to- 
night, andean easily inform her of ouriu- 
tention ; Imt inay # I entreat to know which 
way you have a wish to direct the excur- 
sion?" 

" To confess the truth, Albert, I hove 
long had an inclination to visit the resi- 
dence of your parents. I was confoundedly 
sorry when I heard the house was let, as I 
shouH have liked now and then to have 
passed a short time there ; it would have 
appeared a kind of tribute to their memory. 
When the tenant's time is expired; we will 
repair, and make Vhat iteration* i«U^ be 

necessary ; 
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ttefeessary; for I suppose neither ydurtelf 
nor Marian would like it to M to decay." 

" My dear unele, I knew it iisetess te 
mention my desires respecting our poor 
cottage until the time wa* expired for 
which it is let, but then shall be happy to 
adopt a plan so congenial to my wishes- 4 " 

* What say you then? Suppose wesfetetch 
a point, and pay it a visit ? But, egad ! if 
tig a miserable pkce, dorft let me go ; for 
I shall hate myself, to think my cruelty 
reduced my sister to such a dwelling. 9 ' 

" After such a declaration, my dear sir, 
I by all means would wish you to see it, 
as it will instantly set your heart at ease in 
that respect. You will certainly find no 
grandeur, but every outward re^uisije to 
procure content.** 

" How long, think you* would the jaunt 
detain us?" 

" Not above ten days, sir, if we travel 
post, and as the weather is fine. You will 
not, I presume, remain there more than a 
day or two ; during whic ye may, I am cop* 

^ vinced, 
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vinced, intrude on my fiiend, Mr, Home" 

ff Why, that period indeed I should not 
much heed.. But let us lose no time, if we 
mean to put it into execution ; for I long 
to get. home again. 9 ' 

•* The horses may be procured in half 
an hour, and we can reach Edinburgh by 
to-morrow night? 

This business arranged, Albert ordered- 
the chaise. Before their departure, the 
colonel made another unsuccessful attempt 
on Jonathan.. When bidding him farewell* 
he said~ " Remember, I predict that the 
time will come when St. Austyn wont 
thank you for this obstinacy : however,, 
old boy,, there are twenty, guineas for you 
tfhd your fellow-servants ; it is to drink to. 
the happiness of the first marriage you, 
hear of in the family.** 

"Ah, sir!" answered Jonathan, "if L 
did not think, some such thing! Then it 
will be sweet Miss Gertrude's, I dare say, 
that I am to expect God bless her, say 
I, and the man o£^pr choice !* 

Albert 



d by Google 



Albert shook him heartily by the hand; 
and all being prepared, he departed with 
the coloneL His spirits were involunta- 
rily oppressed as he advanced towards his 
native home ; a thousand fond remembran- 
ces of paternal affection arose in his mind, 
which neither the possession of wealth, nor. 
the love he bore to Gertrude, could banish.. 
The colonel's depression was yet more ap- ,, 
parent, and Albert constrained himself to 
appear cheerful, lest he should increase it 
Not even one day would' the veteran re- 
main in Edinburgh, though he had never 
before been in that city; and on the third 
from their leaving Yorkshire, they reached., 
the shire of Sutherland. As the colonel, 
notwithstanding his age, was a good.harse- 
jnan, it was. proposed to continue the rest 
of the way on horseback ; and leaving their 
servant with the baggage at a miserable 
km, they next day arrived at Melness. 
Albert's design was to obtain from his 
friend Mr. Home some information re-, 
specting the inhabitant$of his cottage, he- 
fore 
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fore he paid his intended visit the**? but 
Mr. Home and hi* wife were engage* ttrkfc . 
a party at some distance, and Albeit,; 
though nearly at his native home, found 
himself fat more a stranger than in either 
London or Dorsetshire. Mr: If dmcW aer*-~ ' 
vant however informed them that hfe 
master would return in the evening ; and 
to Montgomery's question respecting his 
tenant, he was assured that if he did not. 
meet a warm welcome, he would be the, 
first that ever hadf cause of Complaint 
- ** Nay, mair than a', sw^ said the man,, 
"your ane auld maid Barbara keeps house, . 
mid wilTrtae be a little pleased to see ydu 
returned :. troth, the puir wife never talks 
Neither Mis* Marian, or yoursel, without 
gteetihg. She has fteeii' driven to muekle 
dist&ss since you Ifeft tlie country." 
* " * Pew creature r replied Albert: * 8Ke • 
yf*& settled at ftoss when we weht to Eng- 
land, and we thought happily, or Marian 
would have taken care to have assisted hfcf ." 
" As you* say y^ir house is not touch 

above 
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above two miles distant," said the colonel, 
* suppose? we ride there this afternoon ; I 
am by no means tired, and we cannot em- 
ploy ourselves better." 

Albert acquiesced: it was indeed hid 
wish, though he did not choose to propose 
it 

As they rode forward, the colonel ap- 
peared to scrutinize every object with no 
great degree of satisfaction. The country 
was wild and dreary, scarcely affording 
pasture for a few small cattle and poor 
sheep that grazed upon the surrounding 1 
mountains, whose tremendous summits 
were lost in the heavy clouds that hung 
around them. Not a word escaped Mont- 
gomery ; the scenes of his childish happi- 
ness, and the sorrows of his riper years, 
were too present to his memoiy to allow 
of speech, until, as they turned the base of 
one of the mountains to take ft lower road, 
the colonel suddenly stopped his horse, 
exclaiming — " I will go no further tp- 
night, Albert; I cannot 'Tbear it; I. never 

saw 
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saw such a confounded savage spot in my 
life. Tfie man who could suffer his sister 
to spend her life in such a place, while he 
was in affluence, deserves to be throw» 
down the steepest of those hills without 
mercy/' 

" My dear uncle," replied Albert, endea- 
vouring to recall his spirits, " let me now 
entreat you to proceed ; one half-quarter 
of a mile farther, it is by no means so 
dreary." 

The colonel acquiesced in silence; and 
at about the distance Montgomery men- 
tioned, they entered a valley that lay be- 
tween the mountains, and which formed 
so strong a contrast to the reverse of the 
hills, that they had advanced but a short 
way when the colonel said—" Egad, this 
is something better ; thank God, it is not 
so miserable as I expected." 

This observation was just: the valley, 
sheltered on each side by the lofty moun- 
tains, bore a far more cultivated and habit- 
able appearance r€he slopes were clothed 

with 
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tvith firs, and the bottom, in distinct patch 
es, covered with oats and barley. A few 
scattered cottages, whose inhabitants ran 
to their doors to view strangers of an ap- 
pearance superior to those they commonly 
saw, completed the scene. 

" Look at these little half-naked ragged 
rascals," said the colonel, observing with 
apparent pleasure some children that were 
playing; u the young dogs leap like their 
mountain goats, and afford a striking pic- 
ture of th£ efficacy of a simple diet, un- 
confined limbs, and pure air, in the early 
periods of youth." ' ' 

A small neat house upon' a gentle rise 
neit attracted his ^ttentfon. It Was sur- 
rounded with &; garden, that evidently 
shewed that industry and skill had not 
struggled in vain against nature : trees of 
different kinds, hardy plants, and some 
flowers, decorated the front ; while the back 
part, which was plainly discernible from 
its ascent, was entirely dedicated to the 
growth of vegetables, aft-anged with care* 

and 
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and cultivated with * luxuriance almost 
unequalled in so northern a climate* 

The colonel stopped.— " Albert," Mid 
he, " may I venture a hope? No, 1 tun 
too sanguine; that little neat dwelling 
could not— did not appertain toy our fether.* 
r Albert turned hi* head from hi* uncle 
to conceal his emotion,— -"It was/* replied 
he, " for many years the mansion of peace, 
now a monument of the instability of hu- 
man enjoyments/* 

The veteran made no reply, hut Mow- 
ed Montgomery to a gate; when festering 
their horses by their bridles to the f*ib# 
they advanced towards the house, Albert 
knocked at the door With his whip, wfcid* 
was soon opened by an old woman, whose 
good-humoured countenance and cleanly 
habit at once interested the colonel. At 
sight of Montgomery, a scream of surprise 
escaped her ; and gazing at him a moment, 
as if to certify his identity, she flew to him, 
and clasping his neck, exclaimed— " My 
best my dearesKbaifn! ha' I lived tiS 
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see ye again? Heaven he praised! but 
ha' ye nae brought wi' you my ain sweet 
lassie, Miss Marian ?" 

"My good Barbara," answered Montgo- 
mery, returning her salute, u my sister is 
well; you will in future, most probably, 
see her frequently. Is your roaster at 
Howe? Do you think we may intrud^ 
for an hour? This gentleman is my uncte— 
he wiahes to see our old dwelling." 

"Lord save ye! ye*U be as welcome 
as the blessed 'sunshine ; there does nae 
Ihrfe a better mon than my master, not 
e'en yourseP, dearly as I lo' you. Ah! 
if ye did but ken half the gude he does to 
a' that need him, ye would snatch him to 
your bosom, and feel ye had met your 
counterpart" 

*.I aim rejoiced that you are so comfort- 
ably situated, Barbara, 91 replied Albert. 
"Mpf we entreat you. to inform your 
master of your request ? My uncle, I am 
eenvineed, must be tired; for we have been 
on horseback alt day.* y- 

* fM 7 
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" My maister is oot, but he winna tarry 
long; he's only walked to the auld eraig; 
he usually taks his book, and sits there 
till near nightfa', therefore I pray ye enter" 
With these words she led the way into 
a parlour, where every object remained in 
the places Albert had for many years been 
accustomed to view them. The arm-chair 
in which his father used to sit, a fire-screen 
of his mother's work, the harpsichord on 
which she frequently played, all struck so 
forcibly on his heart, that he was for some 
minutes unable to articulate a word ; but 
raising his eyes, and beholding, the colonel's 
face bathed in tears, he said 1 — " My dear 
sir, do not let us give way to this unavail- 
ing weakness. God, who took from me a 
dear and affectionate father, has replaced 
him with yourself; and as you cannot en- 
joy the society of those who had a yet 
nearer claim on your heart, let the duty of 
the son compensate that loss." . 

. " I will conquer it," answered the colo- 
nel, wiping awa^f hid tears* " I am no 

longer 
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bngerso unhappy; this spot is far more com- 
fortable than I expected to find it ; and I 
have no doubt, notwithstanding my ne- 
glect, that my sister, with such a husband 
and children, might be happy in it : for I 
feel I could be so, if accompanied by those 
most dear to me." 

" Happy !" exclaimed Barbara. "Bless 
ye, sir, this dwelling was heaven upon 
earth. Twenty years did I serve the bon- 
niest pair that ever graced the warld, and 
I verily believe, the aulder they grew they 
lo'ed one another the better." 

" Barbara," said the colonel, turning to 
her, " you shall come to England, and live 
with your old master's children." 

" Heaven bless them, sir !" answered she : 
"but I am too auld to learn your English 
fashions; I'd gi* my life For either of the 
bonny bairns I ha' sae often dandled upon 
my knee; but the height of a' ray wishes 
would be, never to quit this house while 
I live." 

" We wiliensure you $at, Barbara," said 

AU*s*t, 
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Albert, " when the term for which your 
master has it is expired. In the meantime, 
9ft you do not like to leave the country, we 
will allow a stipend sufficient for your sup- 
port" 

* I dinna need it» nay dear sir; my pre- 
sent master, Mr. Audley, will, I ken right 
weel, never put me away ; and I had rather 
serve him than live independent Oh ! he 
is the braest child that ever was born. Nae 
een that gazes on him but admires him ; 
nae a tongue that speaks of him but bless- 
es him." 

" I shall be charmed to cultivate his ac- 
quaintance, 9 ' answered Albert. 

M Then,** continued Barbara, " he*s so 
humbfe, and so meek-^never shall I forget 
that morn he engaged me to live wi' him ; 
I was in sare distress ; for, when my sister 
died at Ross, I was left without a friend. 
At Mr. Home's he saw me by chance, and 
hearing how long I had served your pa- 
rents, he said I would suit him, and en- 
gaged me« My <a$&iths were a* in tatters, 

\> i and 
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and my heart was sarely grieved; but the 
first he mended wi' new ones, and the last 
he healed wi 9 kindness." 

" I wonder such a character remains sin- 
gle,** answered Albert ; " for I understand 
by my letters from Mr. Home that he is a 
bachelor ; and though I have had convin- 
cing proof that this spot may be rendered 
delightful with a pleasant companion, yet 
I must confess I should now think it dreary 
without one." 

" Why, from morn till even he's fc' ways 
doing; and when sometimes I say that I 
think he'll be weary, he laughs, and an- 
swers that he dare nae trust himsel to be 
idle; and troth I believe he is right, for 
he's a'ways melancholy when he's not em- 
ployed. Luke at the garden, it's the work 
entirely of his aun and the man's haund ; 
and surely it was in sad condition when he 
had it first, for it was neglected ever sin 
your departure, and was overgrown wi* 
weeds." 

The colonel and Albeit were adi 
vol. IV. H 
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the regularity and arrangement of thegar- 
den, when Barbara suddenly exclaimed — 
" I hear my master scraping his feet at the 
front door, an I ken right weel that hell 
chide me for not setting meat and drink 
before ye; but I was toojoyfu' to think of 
victuals. He says, in sic a country as this 
every house should be an inn ; an* gude 
troth he makes his ane, nae only to sic as 
ye, but to a' the pure round the place, who 
wevcr ga' awa empty frae his gate; but 
I'll rin and tell him ye be here." 

Barbara had however delayed the infor- 
mation too long, for at that instant the 
door opened, and the present owner of the 
mansion entered; but starting, and recoil- 
ing, he exclaimed — " Merciful Heaven! I 
am betrayed." 

" St. Austyn ! can I believe my sight?" 
said Albert, in an ecstasy, clasping him in 
his arms. " Betrayed \ and to whom ?-~-to a 
brother, a friend, who wanted only this to 
make his happiness complete." 

I believe, oilftny soul, that St. Austyn 

and 
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and you contrived this between you, oh 
purpose to surprise me," interrupted the 
colonel. "I confess it's a devilish neat 
trick ; but give me a glass of wine, for it 
has almost overcome me." 

"My dear colonel, though you should 
not} have tampered with the fidelity of my 
samttt," said Frederic, "for from Jonathan 
I am convinced that you have learnt my : 
residence, yet give me leave to bid you 
tf elftame, as also Montgomery," clasping a 
hand *rf each. 

"The wine, the wine!" said the colonel. 
"Zounds, do you suppose a man of my years 
can stand such a fillip on his feelings with- 
out a cordial td support them ? Even the 
westing with Albert had not half the effect." 

" My dear sir," replied Frederic, *' I 
never felt the want of wine before ; I ojaght 
to talfee shame to slver that I do not keep 
any." 

u ft would be a false shame then," an- 
swered Albert. " Fetch my uncle, good 
Barbara, some of the b&t drink yoffjffci. ; 
H 2 sess-~ 
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$ess — I am sure he will be satisfied with it" 
Barbara obeyed, and speedily returned with 
two bottles of ale, which placing on the 
table with glasses, she withdrew. 

" Sit down, St. Austyn," said the colo- 
nel. " Egad! I tell you plaihly that I will 
not lose sight of you again until you pledge 
me your honour to have no more conceal- 
ments-*' 

" Concealment will now be useless. I 
thought myself secure here ; and though I 
rejoice heartily to see you, yet I am dis- 
pleased with Jonathan.** 

" Confound the dog, you need not be 
angry with him on our account ; I give 
you my. honour that not a single word 
could we get from him, though I offered 
him a hundred pounds. Our visit here 
was the mere effect of chance." 4 

Albert corroborated the colonel's asser- 
tion. . 

" I cannot disbelieve you,* said Frede- 
ric, " though I confess I wished to have 
been more reconciled tQ myself before 'I 

saw 
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saw you. However, as this has happened, 
I hope you will not eject your tenant, 
Montgomery?" 

m Certainly not," replied Albert. * But 
if you persist in this obstinacy, and will not 
join us, I shall exert all my influence with 
Gertrude, as soon as I have a legal right, to 
let us pay you a visit ; for I am resolved here- 
after to claim all the privileges of a brother.? 

u Montgomery, do not oppress me; the 
step I adopted was necessary to reconcile 
me to myself; I wished to try whether it 
was possible for me to live rationally for 
three years: why will you endeavour to 
prevent my putting my plan in execution ? 
One year is elapsed; I am perfectly satis- 
fied with remaining here the ensuing two, 
at which period my estate will be clear, and 
I will endeavour to make a better use of it 
than I have hitherto done." 

" We will talk of this business presently," 
said the colonel. " In the meantime, tell 
me, St Austyn, I conjure you, how the 
plague you came here V . 

H.f '^Ahl 
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" Ah ! sir, I feared that question. I 
came here in right of a piece of chicanery, 
that, however, I declare was weH meant 9 
: " Egad ! I had a great mind to go back 
ikis afternoon; I was far from expecting 
such luck. But tell us, that's a good lad* 
how, fsom being a birak of the first Tate, 
you came to sink into a Scotch mountain- 
eer, amidst the wilds of Strathnavern 7* 
<*• * You have a right to that kiibrmatibn, 
br indeed any otiier from me, colone!,* 
said St. Austyn. "Yet I murt first stipu- 
late for Montgomery's pardon, as he 
has been deceived throughout the whole 
affair?' 

"As it has hid such pleasurable effects, 
I care not. Take my hand, St. Austyn, 
and believe me when I say, that I regard 
this as one of the happiest days of my life.** 

" Generous Montgomery f ' continued 
he with some hesitation. " I have an awk- 
ward story to disclose, yet* lest you may 
think me perhaps more culpable than I 
really $vn 9 take it Mahout disguise* — The 
rt ^' evening 
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evening after you called on me, in conse 
quence of the affront offered to your sister, 
you may perhaps recollect that we all met 
at Mrs, Stanhope's, when you gave us a 
short account of your misfortunes. Be- 
lieve me, Montgomery, lost as I was in 
dissipation and folly, one of my most ar- 
dent wishes was to serve you ; but as I well 
knew, that after what had happened, every 
effort from me would be unavailing, I pro- 
posed the army to my aunt, which you de- 
clined, saying that you preferred com- 
merce. In the commercial line I had no 
interest; yet, resolved that your justly- of- 
fended pride should not in this case stand 
you instead, I racked my head half the 
night to devise the means of rendering you 
some service unknown, as I regarded it as 
a kind of palliative for the injury I had at- 
tempted. At length your house at Strath- 
navern struck me. You had said, that from 
the excommunication no one would engage 
it; and in the morning hastening to one 
of the agency offices, X Employed them to 
H 4 transact 
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transact the business; which they said they 
could easily effect by means of a friend they 
had at Aberdeen, a Mr. M*Cleod, and 
which was accordingly completed- m the 
space of a mont h. I must here inform you 
that I had no confident whatever in this 
business, nor did the parties know me by 
any other name than that of Audley •, in 
which also I have received my receipt ftoro 
your friend Home # You are now acquaint- 
ed how I became possessed of the right 
of residing here, but which at that time you* 
may be assured that I had no intention of 1 

" True, St. Au6tyn," interrupted the 
colonel ; " but you said for one of your let- 
ters to me, that your first idea of retire- 
ment originated in disgust, but that the 
meeting with me dispersed it : that decla- 
ration has frequently cost me some reflec- 
tion, and I should be glad you would ex- 
plain it." 

* My dear colonel, I cannot refuse to 
satisfy you ; yet you are probing my follies 
to the quick." ^ 

"Ay," 
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i f ' Ay 51 »pUed he, "let us know the 
extent of the malady, or how should we 
proportion the cure ?" 

"Plunged in dissipation," resumed St 
Aiutyp, " I flattered myself that I had 

. surmounted my affection for Miss Mont- 
gomery, when I accidentally saw her at 
the play, and discovered my error. The 
Found was merely cicatrized, but never 
healed. She drove me from her when in-, 
foriped of the duel,, by saying she would 
leave the house instantly if I did not quit 
her ; but I was too much interested to go 
&r, and I saw you, colonel, join her and 
Mrs, Mosely. I know you will laugh at 
me, but I will bear it philosophically. I 
thought you her husband, and stung al- 
most to madness, resolved to fly, yet had 
not the resolution, and even watched you 
out, when I heard Miss Montgomery's 

4 servants called. ■ — Pardon me, colonel ; 

i pardon me, Montgomery; I then judged 

f \ of her by the worthless characters I had 

mixed with ; and Ilovad,hated, desired, yet 

H 5 resolved 1 
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resolved to relinquish her for ever, at the 
same moment. Such was the effect <rf this 
struggle on my health, that I was confin- 
ed some days ; during whith I tfevietfed 
all my follies, and determined to correct 
them, or perish in the attempt. To pro-- 
vide for Berners was the preliminary step, 
and for which, and to discharge my d*bts,- 
I engaged my estate, resolving to go abroad 
tifi i% was dear: Employed m these ar- 
rangements, I met you; when you forced 
me to do you justice, and opened my eye* 
respecting the injury I had done Miss 
Montgomery. My rtesblution was how-' 
ever takeri, though the af&ir with Berners, 
whose villainy I discovered through Bet- 
sey Southern, hastened my departure some 
days. During m^ stay in Yorkshire to 
learn the event of his Wound, the whini 
seized me to visit Edinburgh, from whence 
I resolved to proceed to the highlands, 
where I was so delighted with your littli 
cot, that I deterfrrifted to travefno farthe^, 
concluding I shotiift be mor6 securely con- 
cealed 
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ceated here than even on the Continent. I 
therefore returned to Yorkshire, made my 
arrangements with Jonathan, who receives 
rny letters from the post-house, and spee- 
dily settled here, with only ray man and 
Barbara, whose recommendation was hav- 
ing lived with you." 

" Though I should not have been entire- 
ly satisfied with my tenant," returned Al- 
bert, " at the time y<»u became such, yet 
now I heartily congratulate myself on the 
acquisition." 

" Harkye, St. Austyn," said the colo- 
nel, " as I don't intend to move to-night, 
if possible, can you manage to lodge us ?" 

" Undoubtedly, as Mr. Montgomery 
can testify. I fancy he will find every 
thing much as he left it; Barbara wished 
it to remain so, and 1 had no inclination 
to change it" 

Frederic then accompanied them through 

the different apartments, whose neatness 

and simplicity were their only Ornament, 

until, ma small bedch^iiber, seeing a hat, 

h6 Albert 
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Albert said—" Who sleeps here? This 
was Marian's chamber." 

u I use this apartment," replied Frederic. 

* I wonder at that," returned he ; " many 
of the others are more commodious* My 
sister preferred it from its vicinity to my 
mother, that she might be ready in case 
either of our parents should want any at- 
tendance." 

" And Frederic prefers it because Ma- 
rian had preferred it," said tlie colonel. 
" Come, be honest, and confess the truth ; 
is it not so ?" v 

" Perhaps it may," answered St. Aus- 
tyn : " as I had but few gratifications, it 
was natural J should seize all in my power." 

They next walked over the grounds, 
where Montgomery was both astonished 
and delighted at many little improvements 
he saw, until Barbara came to call them 
to supper, where the colonel found plenty 
of wine, St Austyn having sent his ser- 
vant to Melness for that purpose while 
they wereengagechth viewing thegrqtmdf. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIL , 



++*+++++■*+***+»++++ 



A Journey to London — Arrangements. 

At an early hour the party met 9t break? 
fast. The sentiment of sorrow t^t, both 
the colonel and Albert had experienced 
on entering the house was greatly mitigat- 
ed by the surprise of meeting Wjitbr Fre- 
deric, to whom the colonel said in the 
course of the morning — " Well, St. Aus- 
tyn, when are we tp be off? Albert jljere 
is, I know, wishing us both ha^ed for 
keeping him so long from .Gertrii^e.. W.hat 
say you to the day after to-morrow ?" 

'•Surely," answered Frederic. r *'l am 
not to lose you so soon. Before your ar- 
rival, I was satisfied; now I feanyouhave 
taught me *to wapt socyty .* 
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" Lose us! No, that you shall not; T 
wont stir an inch without you. All are 
prepared to receive you with open arms, 
and you shall either go with us, or I will stay 
with you; and that would be a devilish 
mortifying stroke to me, who intend to be 
at Montgomery's wedding." 

" Pleased as I should be in any other 
circumstances with your company/* an- 
swered Frederic, " this would distress me 
beyond measure; neither press me,JLen* 
treat you; to break a resolution I have 
formed, which, I repeat, is to remain here 
until my estate is free." 

" You are an obstinate fellow, and must 
have your own way ; but will you pledge 
me your honour, that, as soon as you re* 
-ceive- your acquittal from the man who has 
your mortgage, or whatever it is, you will 
come to Blackwood?" 

" By my honour and life, T will ! My fol- 
lies by that time may be somewhat for- 
gotten." 

" Zooks ! they aft all forgotten long ago ; 

and 
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and as I regard you as a man whose word 
is to be taken, I desire you to know me 
for one who never puts off till tO-mottow 
what may be done to-day. Therefore, St. 
Austyn, yoit are fiuriy taken mt there is 
your receipt ; your debt is discharged, and 
you must and shall accompany us home* 

St. Austyn's eyes glanced over the ac- 
quittal ; but for some minutes he was too 
much affected to reply. At length he said — 
" Colonel, you torture me ; would to Hea- 
ven 1 could hide myself, not only from you, 
but from my own reflections ! To have me- 
rited nothing but detestation and contempt 
from your family, and to have affection, 
generosity, and even paternal kindness, 
forced upon me, is* more than nature can 
support with equanimity ." 

" What a fuss you makeaboufcnothing! 
Have I taken any pains about you that you 
would«not return ? Egad ! if I imagined so, 
I would never bestow another thought 
upon you." 

u My dear St. Austyiflfcsaid Albert, " rise 
. above 
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tefcuie «iy brothers? awl if yqu,aUow these 
titles, the word obligation c^not— ^hall 
3^ subsist between us." . ,. . 

:u " Though as yet I cannot, efficiently 
collect my thoughts to devise? Qr inqiiire 
l^o w this* business has been efljected, yet 
give me leave to place it totally, to your ac- 
count, colonels 

The veteran bowed.— " Sir," replied he, 
"yoado my ingenuity no more than jus- 
tice. I am a skilful engineer, and what 
cannotfrequently be effected by open force, . 
may be performed by a little well-applied 
craft Eor example, there- was no making 
you act as you ought by either entreaty, or 
reason, therefore you. forced me to ma- 
noeuvre ; and if there is any fault in the 
cpse, it remains with you." ... 

" At least; colonel,? returne<i^e^erici 
M reconcile me to myself in one i«^ance» 
or I cannot answer for. my sene$s< .Say 
that you will take my estate into ypur own 
hands till the whflje is clean" 

"Well,. 
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* Well, well, I'll take that, and you too* 
into my hands ; and if I don't bring you to 
your senses, never trust me again." 

* Believe me, St Austyn, if you mean 
to cultivate an acquaintance with my uncle, 
you must learn to bear his manoeuvres, as 
he terms them. 1 have smarted pretty se- 
verely some short time since from their 
effect." 

" What, the eaVs-paw business?" answer- 
ed the colonel. " That was really one of 
my best strokes; many men have been 
knighted for less dexterity ; and as we are 
on the subject, \ will relate it to you, St. 
Austyn." The colonel, by his humour in 
detailing the story of his having deceived 
Albert in respect to his loss of fortune, suc- 
ceeded in forcing Frederic into a more lively 
temper ; and in the course of the day, hav- 
ing acquiesced with him in all his arrange- 
ments respecting payment, they mutually 
agreed to depart, as soon as Albert should 
have visited his friend, Mr. Home. 

They accordingly roflfe to Melness thet, 

same 
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same evening, when Albert gave Mr. Home 
what information he thought necessary, 
representing Frederic's character in the 
brightest point of view ; and which Was 
readily admitted, as his conduct had been 
so exemplary, since he had resided in that 
country, as to make him universally ap- 
proved. Mr. Home would willingly have 
.detained them a few days ; but that the 
golongl assured him was impossible, as Al- 
bert was going post-haste to the land of 
matrimony, which he hoped to tfeach in the 
course of a month. — "You must know," 
continued he, " that I have suffered so 
many inconveniences myself from remain* 
iag a bachelor, that I am resolved to get 
all the young fellows married, if possible. 
For example, Frederic here, if he could 
like Marian, I think it would be no bad 
scheme ; but I fancy she wont suit his taste ; 
he is devilish difficult," winking slyly. 

" He must be difficult indeed, sir,* re- 
turned Mr. Home, " if that be the case. 
Miss Montgoma^was called the flower of 

our 
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xw -coiititry, and truly I think one of the 
fairesft tiat ever expanded amidst the bleak 
wilds of Strathnavern." 

48 3fom do not properly appreciate the 
mirth of your niece, colonel," said St Aus- 
tyn. u I scarcely hold it possible to find a 
man that could refuse her : the only diffi- 
culty appears a concurrence on her side.* 

M Marian," returned Albert, w will not, 
I believe, unsought beibon ; yet coquetry , 
and prudery are equally distant from her 
character. I am oonvinoed she will hold 
no iiian in sd^pense respecting ker reseda* 
tkm. M 

* Though suspense is almost insuffer- 
able, yet certainty is frequently more dread- 
ful," answered St. Austy**, with a sigh. 

* I do not think so," returned Albert* 
" Hope may sustain the first ; but, that 
sentiment extinct, the powers of reason 
and reflection will enable us to bear with 
fortitude what cannot be surmounted.*' 

" True," replied the colonel, w 'tis all 
very smooth in theory ; b(fc toby the plague 

did 
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did you not give us a specimen of the prac- 
tice when you were apprehensive of losing 
Miss St Austyn?" 

Having passed the evening with Mr. 
Home untH a late hour, they took their 
leave, desiring their respects to his* lady r 
who was not returned from her visit ; the 
colonel observing, that he hoped to pre- 
sent her two or three female companions 
when he next came to the Highlands. 

On the following morning, the eolonel 
and his young friends quitted Strathnavera, 
leaving the house in the care of Barbara, 
and, attended only by Frederic's servant, 
proceeded until they reached the inn where 
they had left their own domestic ; from 
whence, obtaining a relay of horses, they 
travelled pleasantly, the colonel declaring 
he felt no fatigue ; though the caution of 
Albert frequently met reproof, as it pre- 
vented him pairing his daily journeys a* 
long as he could have wished. 

On their arrival at Rippon they reposed 
one day, during ^hicb the colonel amused 

himself 
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himself with reminding Jonathan of his ob- 
stinacy ; and seeing Albert writing to Ger- 
trude, he insisted that nothing should be 
said of their meeting with Frederic. 

" If I am not to mention our visit to the 
Highlands, sir," answered Albert, " how 
will you account for the time we have been 
absent ?" 

*' That I would have you tell them by 
all means," returned he ; " but there is no 
necessity of informing them that we found 
our lost sheep there. Lookye, Albert, I 
take the whole arrangement of this busi- 
ness into my own hands, and desire you 
would not interfere." Montgomery ac- 
quiesced, and the following morning, at 
an early hour, in a post-coach they con- 
tinued their way to London ; which hav- 
ing reached on the second afternoon, the . 
colonel, who appeared indefatigable, ac- 
companied by Albert and Frederic, hasten- 
ed to his solicitor's ; but in the way there* 
addressing them, he said — " If you please, 
young men, observe ma^minutely. Do 

iy>t 
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not either of you make fbo&of'ytfursefoes 
before the persons where we are- goitig. 
For you, St Austyn* take your wrkihgfr 
without demup ; remember, it is* your aunt 
that has settled your affairs-*-! am simply 
an agent in the business. For you, Mont- 
gomery, in the attangement I will have 
completed this night, behaveas you ougfifc— 
no nonsense, nor qualms, I insist. Egad, 
you give me more trouble in getting rid of 
my money than I had in obtaining it! I 
inherited it. from my f&ther; he from hid 
uncle, and you will possess it froraf ifae; 
now' tfhich'of the three do you think will 
liave the greatest enjoyment in the d& 
posaf?— I-Jhddubtedly myself, as in all pro- 
bability I shall' see how* my heir spends it.' 1 
This cotWnnlafnd strongly ehforced, the 
young men, though sfcarcety able to re- 
strain the sentiment hi§ crihdiict gaverise 
to, behaVed with a sufficient comptf&fce 
to give him tolerable satisfaction- though 
he humorously observed, as they rettarffed; 
that the muscle^of both their fUees ww 

screwed 
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screwed up, as though they had smelt a 
dose of physic under their noses. 

Resolved not to suffer them to enter into 
any explanation that evening, in their way 
to their hotel he called for captain Wat- 
son, who being at home, gladly attended 
them, as he was delighted to see Frederic, 
whom the colonel, in general terms, gave 
Mm to understand they had found at his 
seat in Yorkshire. 

In the course of the night, captain Wat- 
son informed them, he had learned, a day 
at two before, that Berners and his new-, 
married lady were separated, after same 
dreadful behaviour on both sides; that she 
was gone to Venice, and Berners to Por- 
tugal. 

This news furnished conversation for. 
some time, and after a cheerful evening 
Watson left them ; when Montgomery, 
for the first time, informed Frederic of 
Berner*' attempt, and the wound Gertrude 
had received — a. relation that, if^ possible, 
increased St Aju*tyns ^testation of the. 

villain 
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villain that he Jiad so long cherished in his 
bosom. 

" And now," said Frederic, u before I 
go to rest, my dear colonel, let me insist 
you take possession of these writings, which 
in that case I shall be pleased to have in 
your hands: every arrangement that I 
think necessary for your security and my 
own credit I will have executed afterwards." 

" Arrange your own silly brain," answer- 
ed the colonel. " What the plague, don't 
you think my head has been sufficiently 
addled to-night already with the jargon 
of moreover, nevertheless, and notwith- 
standing, but you must want to distract 
it further ? No, no, St. Austyn— I will 
transact no business until I return to Black- 
wood, and recover my spirits.* 

*' Pardon me, sir," answered Frederic, 
" if I inquire what time you imagine may 
be necessary to effect such an event ?" 

" How the plague should I know ? A 
month or two, perhaps, if you let me alone ; 
but if you wfierret&te, 1 can fix no period.* 9 

••Dear 
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* Dear St Austyn, let me entreat you 
to leave this affair totally to my uncle's 
management ; I am convinced that he will 
settle it to the honour of both parties.* 

"I acquiesce," answered St. Austyn; 
"but remember, colonel, that though I 
owe you obligations that years of attention 
and respect cannot repay, yet I will not be 
humiliated in my own opinion by pecu- 
niary ones." 

* Well, well, I repeat, we will settle all 
at Blackwood ; for the present, let us re- 
tire to rest, that we may rise eprly; and 
believe me, St. Austyn, when I assure you 
that your own father did not more sincere- 
ly wish your happiness than myself." Fre- 
deric pressed the colonePs offered hand be- 
tween both his, hastily shook that of Mont- 
gomery, and, with a look that expressed 
what his tongue could not utter, left them 
for the night. 
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CHAPTER XIII, 



A Meeting. 

Early the next morning they departed 
fox Dorsetshire, and on the afternoon of 
the following day reached ap tun, about 
two miles distant from the Yale; ftam 
whence the colonel requested St Austyn 
to proceed to Blackwood, while, with Al- 
bert, he prepared his aunt to receive him. 
Montgomery requested to accompany Fre- 
deric; but that both himself ami the co- 
loriel objected to ; and one taking thefcpad 
to the Vale, and the other to Blackwood, 
they separated ; the colonel having, sent • 
his servant before Frederic, lest there 
should be any omission in his reception. 
On St. Austyn^ arrival at Blackwood, 





tfee ^fVftirt shewed him irtto MVa^rtt'neM:, 
and requested his commands; bttt dti hi* 
answering that he had none; left him to 
b» own reflections. Oppressed with the 
weigh* of his obligations to the colonel, 
and distracted With the consideration that 
vk the retraced stale of hkforturfe, it would 
te tte height of meanness to thmk of Ma* 
rian, whom he had insulted in' her poverty, 
hef**s" more than once half-resolved to fly 
frftbtf meeting that he felt he had not 
osarage* 15 encounter. 

T&eeoion^aftd'his nephew in' tSte nieaSt- 
tdHe reached tTMflPah?, where they were 
received with' pleasure, thotfgh theh* uft- 
su*fesrful jouWiey, as the latfres thought 
it r waa»a d*awhack< oil their happiness. 
Gertrude particularly felt herself almost 
diflffcased at the cheerfulneW tfcat-ifiltfketf 
Montgomery's features.— " A« leasts' 
shevasentaily, ° he might haVe appeal 
sorry that fee could not dfscovfe* thf 
the* ; for though I may beflMttehed'by his 
satisfaction 1 to -see" me, ylf^iny Be^ Would 
xS have 
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have owed him a grateful tribute for hift 
feeling for Frederic." 

After some discourse with the colonel 
on Jonathan's secrecy, in which however 
Montgomery bore no part, Mrs, Stanhope 
said — " Your letter informed me that you 
had paid a visit to your little estate in the 
Highlands ; I hope you found all there to 
your satisfaction ?" 

" Perfectly," replied the colonel « Oh ! 
I was charmed with it, as well as with its 
present possessor, Mr. Audley ; «he is as 
fine a young fellow as ever 1 saw in my 
life, and, unless all the qgpitry round are . 
liars, as good as he is handsome." 

" I am glad of it with all my heart," re* 
plied Marian, warmly ; " our poor pt was 
ever the seat of peace and virtue, may it 
long continue so ! My brother told me 

t the gentleman was a bachelor; in 

ch case, I think, in so lonely a dwelling* 
he must be in want of a companion." 

u He is unmarried," answered the colo- 
nel, " but that's nc^Jncon venience ; a wo- 
man 
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man resides with him, to whom he seems 
much attached, and who is uncommonly 
fond of him* 

m A relation, perhaps ?* said Marian. 

u No, there is no consanguinity between 
them. He saw her by chance, was pleased 
with her, and persuaded her to come and 
Eve with him. I dare say he will take, 
care of her as long as she lives." 

H I suppose he ought to do so," said 
Marian, colouring. " I am sorry such a 
chan^te/resides in my dear parents' house. 
How could you say, sir, such a man was 
good?" * 

" Why, do you know any thing deroga- 
tory to his virtue ?" asked the colonel. 

" It ft impossible I should, sir ; but did 
not you intimate some such thing?" 

" Certainly not; the fault was entirely 
in your misconstruction of my wordfc. Fi*^ : 
Marian ! I did not think you could foriitr 
such improper ideas." 

u Indeed, colonel," said Mrs. Stanhope, 

m your humour carries ypu too fer. Why 

1 3 ' would 
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would ym Ttoki&tmty omfim Miw Af oat- 
gomery? w 

"Only to teach her, madam, pot tp be 
so lv^tytp her judgnient hereafter. Come, 
come," ,#aid Jbie, rt*fip»g Marian'* cheek, 
«? J will jet your (heart at rest .?#speotfn£ 
you? tewnt : he faw#» your.oW maid Ba»* 
b»r»; don't yon .think his virtue i*> very- 
secure ?" 

" J ^gp't pure far hjg virtue," answered 

. *' $»% I «k*i>e yon would <jw* &r rhi» 
virtue.; *nd *> fl«t short ajft metaphor, X 
must tell you that he behaved so well to 

both A&&&M& vqm% nod <be$ made so 
many imprav^mqnfti on the gRow4&> that 
wOiCOttW pot .4© Isw tfrsR entreat frira to 
accompany us home, though W9 had some 
dignity in pflr*un<&ng;bim $ acquiesce. 

tis now »t Rtaekwood, m I mould not 
e the liberty to introduce him without 
your permission, madam." 

, ? Indeed, colonel, yqu are m rmiefe too 
•cagemoniaue in aq^e oases, as in afters 

you 
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you allow yourself too great a latitude. 
Need I say we should be happy to see any 
friend of yours?" 

" In that cake, madam," answered he, 
" I will get Albert to ride over and ac- 
company him hither. I am sure you will 
be pleased with him; and for Marian 
there, if she could like him, I should be 
glad to see it a match." 

u Really, colonel," said MiU. Stanhopfe, 
" I think that declaration far too h&sty ; 
your acquaintance is too short to form a 
proper judgment either of his virtues Or 
his errors." 

'" True, madam ; but I am convinced 
thatMn this case I am right, and 1 hope, 
when you see him, you will coincide With 
me. But, Albert, why don't you sfet off? 
I long to introduce our friend to Ml*.. 
Stanhope. Miss St. Austyn will, I hope, 
excuse the conclusion of that interesting 
anecdote that you wefe whispering to her 
until your return" 

Montgomery immqflately left thfern, 
1 4 when 

> *;■ 
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when the colonel said to Mrs. Stanhope— 
"May I intrude, madam, for a few mi- 
nutes on your private ear ? I consulted 
some gentlemen of the law when im town, 
and wish to have your opinion on the bu- 
siness." 

Marian and Gertrude instantly arose 
and left the apartment - r indeed the latter 
was rejoiced to make her escape, as she 
dreaded lest the colonel's consultation 
should be respecting herself 

They were no sooner gone than the 
veteran related 'the whole affair to Mrs. 
Stanhope, concealing only his having dis- 
charged her nephew's debt \ representing 
his conduct for more than a year past as 
irreproachable, and animating his account 
with traits of goodness, and proofs of rec- 
titude, that he knew could not fail to in- 
terest her. Mrs. Stanhope heard him in 
the manner he wished ; she declared her- 
self pleased with the account he gave of 
Frederic, and willing to overlook his past 
follies, r ^ 

: . ' "But 
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** But why,** said she, " colonel, have 
you kept my poor girls in suspense ? Ger- 
trude will be delighted to see her brother, 
and Miss Montgomery will, I hope, endea- 
vour to forget his offence for my sake." 

"■ Egad, madam, I hope she will forget 
it for his own ; the paor fellow loves her 
to distraction, though I am convinced that 
he will not now have the courage to tell 
her so*? 

•* In that case," answered Mrs, Stanhope, 
"I cannot pity him'; he merits all he has 
suffered. But come, colonel, I long to 
impart my news to my young friends; I 
shall never be able to requite the trouble 
you have taken cm this runaway's account" 

"Oh, madam! you will requite me 
doubly by letting me catch Miss St. Aus- 
tyn and Marian by surprise. I would qot 
take theJiberty with you; but for them, 
they yvill excuse it in an instant." 

" Colonel," answered Mrs. Stanhope, " I 
thought you had promised never more to 
offend that way ." 

1 5 "Trues 
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« Jnm ««*«* «ot, to $**««» fceai, 
nofvillL Bw* thwewent-wiJl tow •<;«»• 
trarjr «^<st, aad I conjoin you, gratify me," 

* Takeywr mm w»jf, «r; I iw ytm 
are mearHgjMe^ aneweufdt tta ringing 
the JbeU» awl d&hjgg tfa.e. ggfrant tese$iest 
tto company «f Mi«8 $t». Ane^jHi ami *f a- 
im 

ISwy jpnaadfotriy- obeywt wbfln nm 
general conversation took place, imtib. 
hpwb^»i»«ri^q.tWcetowlw*dh™'' Here 
cure* AUra* natfe ty*. -AwNey, Nov 
M J »mri.«iyovirtH»fe; ifwfcw. *R yow -.afo 
aadgwaa^t^d»ureeOT»»reikJliih»i-aA 

(HI** 

" Hot i kvfeed, «*•»" ammwrai Marian.; 
" k wowW <»nly be tboothig «fc- random ; 
and should it hit I arigfet |*rHat>* not 
think A* game, wwtia camying off- tfe 

fiejxfc* « 

" Why, yen* littk* mt^na^pts, &jfm 
t«rn up yinia »CBe>«t Wto, I twsh youcttwy 
die afh old mud.. But excuse me a 4*1* 
went, I'll run anj^ receive; himf W)t$L 

ihese 
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these tabvds the vetertto left thfcra, but 
speedily tetamed, leading Frederic. 

"Permit me, madam/' said he, fcdvahcmg 
to Mrs. StJmhop^, " to present one i*ho$e 
hearty hbirever his head may hive &red, 
has, I trust, erer been tight" 

* My brother ! toy dear Frederic P ex- 
claimed <2ertrude, interrupting the co- 
lonel, and clasping her arms round St 
Aostyn, * dd I indeed embrace you ? Oh, 
madam !* continued she, drawing Frederic l ^ 
nener -ft Mrs. Stanhope and bending hefr ^^ 
kftte bfeforfer he*, an Attitude in Which Fre- * v" 

dei4c joifeed,: " receive my brother~yoit 
forgave all thy errors ; will you not be equal- 
ly kind to him ? Speaky ifty iriore than 
patent, and bless your kneeling children !* 

Mrs, Stanhope, thas addressed, for a mi- 
note was unable to reply ;bflt bending 
fon^ardy she embraced both, saying, as she 
recovered ft&mhet etnotion— J* A blessing 
more powerful than mine be upon you ! 
May you be virtuous and happy !" 

All we» fbr & shortrtitee too much lost 
1 6 in 
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in the satisfaction they experienced, to per- 
ceive that the colonel with his nephew and 
niece had left Hie room. 

" Oh, madam r at length said St A us- 
tyn, a is it possible that you can thus re- 
ceive one, who, in direct opposition to his 
own judgment, spurned at your counsel, 
and preferred relinquishing all correspond- 
ence with you, for the society of the vi- 
lest wretch that ever disgraced human na- 
ture? I deserve reproof—I can bear it; 
but this excess of mildness overpowers and 
unmans me. I feel that to hope for your 
pardon is a stretch of goodness I ought 
never to expect, unless the past could be 
obliterated both from your memory and 
mine.* 

•' My dear aunt will obliterate it from 
hers," answered Gertrude, warmly. "No 
one here will JKnember your errors; for 
have they not forgotten mine ? . Oh, 
Frederic, have I deserved to be beloved 
by such a man as Montgomery ?" Frede* 
ri$ kissed her cheq£ without reply. 

"My 
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4i My dear Gertrude, compose yourself," 
said Mrs. Stanhope ; .** rise and seat your- 
selves by me - r our Frederic will, I trust, 
hereafter be all we wish. The present 
happy hour shall not be embittered with 
painful recapitulations of the past." 

" Oh, madam!" answered Ffedericv 
" from what a hateful dream I appeared 
awakened !' Under what an infatuation 
must I have laboured, when I abused your . 
goodness! Yet I was ever sensible of your 
rectitude and my own un worthiness ; for, 
even that dreadful night, while A toss me- 
ditating the death of Montgomery » toy- 
sejf, I could not endure, should I fall 
(which I can truly say I almost wished), 
that you should think me more vile than I 
in reality was. To you therefore, madam, 
in a letter, to be sent in case of my death, 
I expressed the just sense I entertained 
of my follies ; and in one which I enclosed 
to Miss Montgomery, I made all the ex- 
piation in my power." 

4* "Oh, 
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'"» Gh> Frederic! htfwoould you &* so 
croeir«afcl Gertrude. " Merciful Hdarv*n! 
if either of yo* had fallen, how wretched 
mast I have been ! Yet why do I accuse 
ytai of cruelty, when I once almost hated 
him myself? How changed is notv my 
heart, when before my aunt and you I 
dace avow that he is dear to me as your- 
selves ! Ah, Frederic ! if you love virtue, , 
yo«t must love Montgomery " 

" I esteem, him above all men, his urtde 
excepted, to whom my obligations are so 
unlimited,. that I can neither e&preas nop 
repay them/ 9 answered St Austyn. 

" They indeed both merit yftirwarfn&t 
gratitude," returned Mrs. Stanhope; " they 
have been indefatigable,, not only in their 
endeavours to restore yoff to happiness,, 
but also to restore to me a nephew whom 
I ever wished to esteam. But edme, ,y cor* 
tinued she* " tefc «s< eollatf our spfrita, and 
join them ; thty art deserving all our oofc- 
fidence and friendship;' 

m "I will 
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* I will cati tbem myseif," said Gertrude. 
" Ah, little did I expect this morning to be 
s^ happy!" 

Gertrude hastemd immediately to the 
library — " My dea* friend**" said she, 
sawing through her tears* "<ceHae tad 
share oar satisfaction. I ean sever suffi- 
ciently repay this obligation. I yet ana 
angry with Albert ; how could he keep 
i$e in suspense?" 

*' His pardon, my dear Gertrude, will he 
obtained* when you learn that he was an 
involuntary efife&der," returned Montgo- 
mery, kissing her hand. * You know not 
what in this case it has cost me to obey 
m^#n^ nfw what numberless nods, 
winks* and shrug* it has cost him to keep 
n*e< ia order." 

u I imiefc then tmntfe* my anger to> you, 
colonel," said Gertrude. 

* 1 am old, aendr unable to hear it," re- 
tu«Kd he. " Your may remember, thai it 
was a$me trouble to tee the last time I 

m had 
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had the honour of kneeling at your feet 
for pardon" 

M True, colonel ; and as my obligations 
to yon in respect to Frederic far exceed the 
offence, I dare not complain. I am aft yet 
too happy to have time to ask how this 
meeting was* effected. Will you not, Ma- 
rian, congratulate me upon regaining my 
brother?" 

" Sincerely. But do you- not think that 
I had better remain here than join the 
party to-night? The meeting will be un- 
pleasant both for Mr f St.. Auistyn and my* 
self," answered Marian. 

"Then the sooner it is over the better," 
replied the oolonek " Don't throw a dftbp - 
on the poor fellow's happy reconciliation 
with his aunt by your frowns. This nigbt : 
must be given • to pleasure ; let ' forget and - 
forgive' be your motto." 

The veteran led the way to th& parlour ; 
when shaking St. Austyi* heartily by fftte 
hand, he said— " Tharilc God ! this business 
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is over. You have been an obstinate fel- 
low ; but, according to the old saying, alts 
well that ends well" 

" My dear Frederic," said Albert, em? 
bracing him, " how happy has this night 
made all our friends ! How could you so 
long delay our satisfaction?*' 

Marian, during their congratulations, 
had seated herself near Mrs. Stanhope, not 
unobserved by Frederic, who had but a 
slight glimpse of her when he first entered. 
He had however not sufficient courage toad* 
dress her, until the colcytel, taking his hand, 
and leading him towards her, said — " Ma- 
rian, my dear, will you hot join your con- 
gratjUations on Mr* St. Austyn's return ?* 

44 1 am happy, sir," replied she, with 
some hesitation, " in a eircumstdhce that 
confers such satisfaction on all those I love 
best." 

u Well then," resumed the colonel, 
" give him your hand in token of friend- 
ship." * 

m Marian 
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M *rian held oat tor hand, which St 
Aastyn reeeived on hie knee, and ruined 
respectfully to his lips. 

"Accept," jwd-he, "this public testi- 
monial of my contrition. You cannot 
think more heinously of nay past conduct 
than I do. I feel it is neve* to be forgi veh * 

44 I have long since* sir, endeavoured to 
consider it as a lapse of youth, and as aris- 
ing from a want of a further acquaintance, 
and shall be happy to number you among 
my friends* 

u Sacced be the tjtle r returned he ; "I 
cannot aspire to more. I have/ 9 added he, 
rising and Telintjuishing her hand; " been 
the architect of my own misery, an#mll 
bear it without a murmur." 

" Yott must now, my goocj colonel," 
said JMrs. Stanhope, * relieve us by a faith- 
ful account of your journey. I am con- 
vinced that we are all anxious, and such a 
narrative will enliven our spirits." 

The colonel obeyOT; and* by his humour 
£>' banished 
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tmudb^toianyctitipiau^nt reflection*, until 
Ht ta kte hour the gentlemen took leave, 
and returned to Blackwood. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Gmmwty*r4& inqportwxtte Lowf* 

Early .the rarat day Mrs. Stanhope «ent 
to request St. Austyn to call up&n hiar in 
the course of the morning ; he immediately 
obeyed the summons; when being alon^ 
with hiro, *he desired bim candidly to open 
the-whole. state of his afiairs, that she might 
at least reinstate himin the property he en* 
joyed from hi* father. St.Austyiris feel- 
ing? were far some moments too great for 
uttwaace ; at Utogthfee sod—-" I have found 
the small stipend I enjoy more than equal 
to my want*, madam, *^gjl almost fear af- 
fluence; 
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fluence: the only person for whose sake 1 
could wish to possess it is lost to me for 
ever" 

" The man who fears himself, St. Aus- 
tyn, is, in my opinion, rather to be trusted 
than one who has more confidence in his 
own strength. Act according to the spe- 
cimen you hpve given, and not only such 
a sum as may be necessary to reinstate your 
affairs, but to any amount within the com- 
pass of my fortune, in the cause of honour 
and virtue, you may claim." 

Frederic's answer was not eloquent ; gra- 
titude, arid shame for having offended such 
a friendship, mingled with the self-humi- 
liation that anupright mind must ever feel 
from having deviated from the right course, 
struggled in his bosom, and stifled thanks. 
— u Speak, Frederic*" continued she, obser- 
ving his emotion, " let me serve you ef- 
fectually ; your difficulties on the estate I 
know; if these are any other, mention 
them freely " 

" I had no ott^ madam*" answered, he ; 
** "and 
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" and do you not know that the colonel has 
removed them? an obligation beyond all 
others distressing, because I cannot force 
him to arrange the method of repaying 
him." 

Mrs. Stanhope inquired, and was soon 
informed of all St. Austyn knew of the af- 
fair, and which she observed that she would 
herself insist on settling. — " You surely,'* 
said she, " need not be averse to receiving 
such a present from me, if you consider me 
in the light I could wish ; and four thou- 
Kind pounds I shall think well laid out, if 
it will contribute towards your happiness. 
I need, not tell you that my fortune is en- 
tirely at my own disposal, and, as Mr. Stan- 
hope has no relations, will centre in my own 
family, if they merit to be entrusted with 
it; you will therefore only consider it as 
receiving a portion beforehand of what rec- 
titude will entitle you to in future." 

" Long may it remain in the possession 
of one who renders it a blessing to all around 
her r replied Frederic wiljj^warmth ; " the 

acquisition 
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age^dbkioaof wealths 

flte thektt of swb a frien*" 

The aaawer of Mn» Stanhope i rt or g m eA 
Frederic's venMsatiuor oil respect fof her 
character, and the conversation terminated 
to tteaatiafiwtiaBDofhoth; Sfcederic Agree- 
ing to be entirely goaded, by her in; htofou 
tore arrangements. 

Marian: and Gertrude soon aftet jafened- 
thenn hot the ngsteiiwt between the ft*- 
mer and Frederic was not to be so*pe#dfiy 
overcome as Gertrude ccmid have mshed. 
Marian waaunecoiaiioiily serious; a»&l$e» 
deric, though he was sttidioM to appear 
calm, ahewed^by his, atfentien to hepevwy 
acting that faerpowerovw hfe heart #etaef 
- unlimited as even 1 

j^Jbect^whh the colone^jomed t&em'*t 
dianer ; after whicby Mrs. Stanhope infor- 
med thmi of the ofiecthat she bad received 
from Mr. Vinceiit;for Miss Southern; and 
that in consequence sftehad written.tohkn, 
since W^d^artvi»fOT London^ an account 
of War former ^MfiOTtoner Xbey afrex- 
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pressed the pleasure this informal** gtve .- 
tbsm, t ha colonel speaking higjtrly o£Mr. 
Vjocee^ firom whom Mrs. Stanhope m- 
formed them she daily expected a, rwply^ to, 
heHetteri.ora visit*. 

lAUwrt pn^sedadjcwamig ta the music 
parifiu& which. Mrs. Steafafepe. srawatedt, 
thoqgfa^ she observed* she bad some <pre^ 
vious business with the colonel. Gettrode 
taking^i^r btotker?s hamt led tbe w*jr> and 
^rtil^feewelf M;the mstriMOQcn*, soon con- 
vinced bipa o£hsr imprayement aaoces Iwn 
resirfeneeat tfcte VaJe: Itt every respect, so 
great ae a&eratioa had: taken place;, not 
onfy i«: heei; person** hut accomplishment 
and; nwaner^ tfearfc he viewed it; \rith ad- 
miration. 

Tfeey httd aTxma^theraffiBhnessoncre time; 
when the servanfehaformfid Sfc Aastyn that 
M^ Stanhope and the colonel desBe&hiar. 
pr^noi initheJibuauy. 

Frederic ofeseyedi the summons* when. 
Albert, after some conversation, saidr-** My; 
bekawd Gfiiteude^ wiftj^&rgiro;TXi^if 

i I remind 
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I remind you of a circumstance you appear 
to have forgotten ? Was there not a gra- 
tuity I was to expect ? It is a debt of ho- 
nour, and ought to be paid." 

" I think I can guess the forfeiture," 
said Marian ; " and if not discharged with 
a good grace, Albert, I would advise you 
to put it to the vote ; you are sure of a 
strong majority ." 

" Observe, Marian," said Gertrude, " I 
regard that answer as an open declaration 
of war; and take the consequence*" 

" No," said Albert, " I decline all inter- 
ference ; there is but one vote that shall de- 
cide my fate, though I must candidly al- 
low how greatly a speedy payment would 
enhance the obligation." 

" I see," returned Gertrude, u that I am 
before two partial pleaders, and shall be on 
my guard : the only difference is, that one 
openly avows her intention, while the other, 
more artful, endeavours to undermine my 
resolution " 
" Do you remejjber," replied he, "that 

a month 
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aiDonth has elapsed since we departed for 

Yorkshire, and may I not claim * 

"Marian has not forgiven my .brother," 
interrupted Gertrude. 

* Was that circumstance included in the 
treaty, you little chicaner?" answered 
Montgomery. 

" TAat I cannot absolutely affirm," re- 
plied she; " but I insist on making it a 
preliminary " 

" What say you to this, Marian ?" asked 
Montgomery. 

* Why, that I neither can nor will be in- 
cluded ; though I have, on my honour, en- 
tirely forgiven Mr. St Austyn, and am 
grieved to see that he is not so cheerful as 
a reconciliation with his family ought to 
make him" 

" Ah, Marian, there is somebody whose 
smile could make him cheerful in a mo- 
ment." 

* Well then," answer^! sfee gaily, * if 
you mean me, I will go and try its effieaey,; 
and. let you knpw the remit of the t)harm 

jvol* iv. k 
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if* a quarter of an hour." So sayings she 
rap out of the apartment. 

u Tell me, Montgomery," said Gertrude, 
after a short pause, " do you not think my 
dear Frederic might now be entrusted with 
Marian's happiness ?" 

" I do. I am convinced that she is very 
dear to him, from many observations 1 have 
made. But tell me, my sweet Gertrude, 
for I am convinced that you are more ac- 
quainted with her sentiments in this case 
than myself, are there any hopes of his 
success?" 

" Really," answered she, " I do not 
know ; but supposing I did, I should not 
consider myself at liberty to disclose them 
to either you or my brother " 

" I do not ask it; I have too great a fa- 
vour to request on my own account, to be 
able to concern myself about others. I 
again entreat you to shorten my probation, 
and name the day that is to make my be- 
loved Gertrude for ever mine " 

" Ah, Montgomery !" said she blushing, 

"should 
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"should you press me to enter so hastily 
into a state from whence there is no ap- 
peal ?» 

u Ask your own heart, my love. Mine 
can truly swear, in the face of Heaven, to 
love you through all the changes that frail 
mortality is subject to ; still it would be 
Gertrude, my almost idolized Gertrude, 
whom death can alone sever from my af- 
fection." 

a Montgomery," answered she, " you 
know my heart ; its most ardent wish is to 
merit your approbation ; but yet allow m* 
time to reflect on so great a change." 

* And will you not also allow something 
to an affection so tender as mine— an affec- 
tion that follows me in all my pursuits? I 
now see you but for a short space every day; 
Ishall then see you all the day ; you will 
accompany me in my walks ; your voice 
will cheer my hours, and I shall find hap- 
piness in contributing towards yours: . I 
know my belove4 above disguise, and pan 
allow for delicacy; but^fthere can even 
K 2 that 
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that se'fitimetat be cherished with greater 
tiMertiess than in the bosom of an aflfec- 
tionate husband ?" 

u Montgomery-^-I— I cannot enter on 
this subject," answered she, hesitating, 2nd 
turtiing her filce from him ; * consult Mrs. 
Sterihope." 

" H?6r that petthission, a thousand thanks ; 
and how let us change the subject. The 
colonel proposes to have some few alter- 
ations made at our northetti cottage, which 
he means to enlarge by two apartments. 
Perhaps I may some day enjoy the com- 
pany of my Gertrude in my peregrinations 
ataong my native wilds — shew her the 
haunts of my youth — climb with her the 
mountain's, height to view the boundless 
prospect, and admire the power of the gre& 
Architect, who has arranged 1$te whole 
in that country with tremendous magnifi- 
cence." 

" You shall there, AlbelH^ ttttewerefl she, 
* tell me everjrjittlfe event of your youth, 
relate to 'me your father's fortitude and 

unblemished 
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unblemished honour, and endeavour to 
te^h me your mother's softer virtues." 

Montgomery kissed her hand in speech- 
less iBptww- 

" I apa a romantic girl, you know," con- 
tinued she ; * for early impressions are not 
easily to be, effaced. I shall there some- 
times indulge the thought that I am; per- 
haps acting vw^e? hpr immediate cogni- 
zance, and shjjft please myself witlp, the 
idea that she isQOfltempfeting my weafc en- 
deavours to, render her Albert haqppy, who 
kindly, though with weak partiality, has 
overlooked all my errors," 

" That word shall ever be a^ forfeit, my 
angelic Gertrude,'' said he, saluting her, 
and pressing her to his. heart ; " and if 
again repeated, shall he charged double." 

w Montgomery," answered she blushing, 
" this is not generous ; y op intrude ckx my 
partiality." 

" Do not say se^" replied he • " 9& you 

not the dictator of my every aetiq^, jugr, 

my almost every thought? anfl &T $W* 

k 3 offence, 



db. y Google 



1$6 ALBERT. 

offence," added he, " permit me to repeat 
my uncle's frequent reproof to me, when I 
have forced him, as he says, to mauoeuvre, 
Was it not entirely your ownfavit V 

" I shall endeavour to be more cautious 
in future,* returned she. 

" And I will endeavour to act consist- 
ently with the delicacy 6f my Gertrude." 

At that moment Mrs. Stanhope, the co- 
lonel, and Frederic entered, the former 
having arranged the measures for repaying 
the colonel the money advanced for her 
nephew.—" What, a tete-a-tke r said the 
veteran, as he entered ; " what the pies 
have you done with Marian ?" 

49 1 thought she was with you, madam/' 
answered Gertrude. 

" I have not seen her, my love,* replied 
Mrs. Stanhope. 

" In answer to a reproof of Miss St. Aus- 
ty n V said Albert, " she declared that she 
was going to try the effect of her smiles in 
dispelling Frederic's gloom; but I fear 
she has not been t*£ good as her word." 

"Did 
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"Did she indeed say so ?" asked Frede- 
ric eagerly. 

" She did, but I dare say she has walked 
into the park, and forgotten i£," returned 
Gertrude. 

" Frederic, go and seek 1ber," said the 
colonel, " and claim her promise." 

Frederic hesitated — u I darenot," replied 
he. 

" Miss Montgomery shall not be intru- 
ded upon," said Mrs. Stanhope : " that 
care particularly devolves on me." 
. " My dear madam," answered the co- 
lonel, " you are enough to spoil all the 
young girls in the world ! What harm can 
there be in St Austyn's telling her tea is 
ready ? It will only save your footman the 
trouble." 

" But' is that the extent of your design, 
colonel?" 

" Pardon me, madam," returned the ve- 
teran ; " but if you ask questions that ob- 
lige me to answer falsely, with whopnt doth 
the sin lay?" \ 

"' k 4 "My 
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"My dear aunt, T entreat you taper- 
mit Frederic only to go and tefl her that 
tea is ready," said Gertrude. 

" I have no objection to his informing 
her of that circumstance/' answered Mhr. 
Stanhope, smiling. 

St. Austyn appeared irresolute. 

(t Zooks," said the colonel, " the young 
fellows now-a-days have no spirit I did 
not much wonder at Montgomery, bred 
among the mountains like a samtgfr; but 
for you, St. Austyn, it astonishes me!" 

* Would to Heaven," replied Frederic, 
" that I also had been bred among the 
mountains, just such another savagvf* 

" Don't; stand confabulating h&e™ in- 
terrupted' the colonel ; " go; and teff her 
that Mrs. Stanhope waits for her." 

Frederic obeyed, though not with the 
alacrity of a lover, and had hardly left the 
apartment, when Gertrude, running after 
hitn, said — " My dear St. Austyn, y<ra in 
all probability will fin<J Marian in the sum- 
mer-house at the en^ of the great walk, as 

that 
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that is ber favourite retreat ; tell her I re- 
quested you to come for her, and should 
$ht dispute your word, produce this evi- 
deupe^-it will he updeniafaie." So saying, 
she untied Marian's picture, which she 
wore, apd presented it tohinj; then with- 
out waiting for his thanks, hastily re-en- 
tered the apartment 

Frederic could at first scarcely believe 
his sight, but secured by so powerful a 
talisman in his bosom, he proceeded in 
search of Marian with increased spirit, and 
hardly reached the spot Gertrude named, 
when her melodious voice, accompanied 
by the harp, struck his ear, He remained 
listening until the song was concluded, 
and then entered cautiously, and by a gen- 
tle tap informed her some one approached ; 
Marian, in her usual lively manner, an- 
swered*-*-" Open locks whoever knocks" 

Frederic opened the door, but felt too 
n*wl> trepidation to advance ha#i}y. 

" Mr. St. An$tyik?rod alone !" stffrs^ 

K 5 risirig 
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rising. u Is it well done, sir, to break upon 
my privacy ?'* 

" Ah, madam!" answered he, "do not 
let this event add to your displeasure ; I 
simply came to request your return, by the 
mutual desire of our joint friends." 

" The colonel, I presume, sur?" 

" Yes, madam — the colonel, your bro- 
ther, Mrs. Stanhope, and Gertrude." 

" Mrs. Stanhope and Gertruder repeat- 
ed she, with an air of incredulity. 

" Yes, madam, both. The latter, fear- 
ful of my being disbelieved, desired you 
would give credit to my truth at sight of 
this picture/' drawing the portrait from 
his bosom. 

" I will wait on them," answered Ma- 
rian with great confusion : " I will follow 
you instantly, sir.* 

" May I not have the honour of attend* 
ing you?* replied Frederic. 

" I thank you— I shall but detain you," 
picking up her worijgfcnd music-book. " I 

beg 
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beg your pardon, air, but you forgot to 
give me the picture" 

" Give it to you, madam ! I received it 
from Gertrude, and excuse me if I say I 
will never relinquish it; the original I 
have offended beyond all hopes of pardon, 
"faeyoiid almost daring to ask it; but for 
this copy, it shall be the companion of all 
my wanderings; 'tis the representative of 
the only woman I ever loved, or ever can * 
love— the woman I dared insult, and who 
justly hates and despises me." 

" Mr. St Austyn," said Marian, with 
emotion, * why will you think I hate you? 
Indeed you do me wioqg." 

" Do you condescend to say so?" replied 
he. u For that assurance accept my thanks, 
and let me entreat you to honour me yet 
farther, by bang explicit on a subject that 
gives me infinite concern " 

- Explain it, sir." 
- 4 * I feat that my presence in Dorsetshire 
is displeasing to you&jn which case com- 
mand me; I will find an excuse to leave 
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it, and hasten to my decor cottage Oh, 
Miss Montgomery, there again shall my 
distracted head press the same pillow on 
which yours formerly rested, and my per- 
turbed heart seek the oblivion of sleep, 
where yours, the seat of innooence and^vir- 
tue, has reposed.*' 

u How is it pos$ible yoii can surmise 
your presence disagreeable? I truly rejoice 
at your return. Gertrude's brother must 
be estimable to me. Bid I not assure you, 
on your arrival, that all was forgotten that 
you could Wish so? did I not give you 
my hand in token of friendship before our 
joint friends ? Ao^ I now repeat the assu- 
rance," holding out bar hand. 

For a minute Frederic* soul appeared 
to be quitting its tenement ; he turned pale; 
his trembling hand was finable to receive 
the offered one of Marian; hie knees failed, 
and he sunk at her feet in silence. 

Marian, seriously alarmed, leaning over 
him, said— w Mr. St^Austyti, you distress 
me beyond measure; for your own sake, 

nay, 
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nay, for mane, if I have any influeocev en- 
deavour to overcome feelings that must 
destroy you.* . 

" Oh, Miss Montgomery !" said he, re* 
covering hi some measure, and bathing her 
baflfl with bis tears, " forgive this involun- 
tary emotion ; those only who could esti- 
mate my sorrow for the offenoe, can judge 
fhe extent of my transport at this pardon." 

" You believe me then ?" answered she. 
44 Be assured that my anger has long since 
subsided: I could not be the enemy of Mr. 
St Austyn, uidesshehimselfmademesucb.'' 

" May this day, tins hour, be ever pro- 
pitious !" said he, Idsmg her hand, "that 
has witnessed such, a weight taken from 
my heart !" 

"And now," returned she, "that you 
&lk*w your pardon granted, let us, I con* 
jureycta, hasten in; obKge me by con* 
quering your emotion, as it will only, afc 
ford food for the colonel's humour." 

"1 will obey $pu; but surely, Miss 
* .* Montgomery, 
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Montgomery, something must be allowed 
to the feelings of a man snatched from the 
brink of despair, and soothed with the 
voioeof an angel." 

" All I have to say," replied she, in 
herusuatlively strain, " is, mind how you 
behave, or perhaps in future you may not 
find the celestials so soothing. 9 

They left the summer-house, and walked 
toward home, Marian conversing freely 
.with him by the way .— u Mr. St Austyn," 
said she, laughing, " I know not whether 
I shall sue in vain ; but if you would oblige 
me by entrusting the portrait you have 
with me for a few hwrs, I should consider 
it an obligation. 9 ' Frederic looked dis- 
tressed, and her request remained unan- 
swered. 

" I think you will not disbelieve me, w 
continued she, " when I pledge you my 
word to return it in die course of the even- 
ing. I will honestly confess it is designed 
merely to turn Gertrudes weapons against 

herself; 
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herself; for her sending" the picture 
but a retort on a trick I played her." 

" I dare not dispute your pleasure, ma* 
dam," answered St. Austyn ; "but remem- 
ber, I entrust you with what is dearer to 
me than life." So saying, he drew the por- 
trait from his bosom, pressed it to his lips, 
and presented it to Marian. 

They then hastened forward, and as the 
walk to the house was straight, discovered 
at a considerable distance Gertrude, with 
the colonel and Montgomery, watching for 
them at the window. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XV. 

^ Zoi^r accused of FoUy— A Pretent 
rendered doubly estimable. 

The colonel, as soon us be saw Frederic 
and Marian advancing, said— "Egad, I am 
glad we sent him ! for I'll be banged if be 
don't look more cheerful; but for that sly 
boots, Marian, I can form no judgment, ex- 
cept that I think she looks even more arch 
than usual." 

" Then must I look to myself," replied 
Gertrude, laughing; " I have repaid her 
the trick she served me with my portrait, 
by giving hers to Frederic ; and I have no 
doubt but she will contrive to return the 
obligation." 

" Indeed, Gertrude; you have not be» 

hawd 
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haved well to your fiiend;' said Mm Sta**. 
bopfc '* I will not scruple to declaim as 
bath parties ate absent, that eoutd such an 
union be formed by mutual iacKmiieH* it 
would give me pleasure; but Mis* Mont- 
guttery shall not be- influenced* and any 
relative of mine that would attempt it, 
should meet my severe reprehension." 

" Did she not, my dear madanv serve 
me. the same trick in respect to the minia- 
ture?" said Gertrude. 

"True; but remember, she well knew 
that in your heart you would not be dis- 
pleased/' answered Mrs. Stanhope, ma low 
voice. 

" Suppose, my dear madam, I should 
conjecture the same?' replied 4he in the 
same tone. 

Frederic and Marian at that moment 
catered, when the colonel said, " Why, 
St Anstyn, you have been a plaguy long 
while. Yens hpvekept Mrs. Stanhope wait- 
ing" V 

Ffeederic replied, that he had not been 

so 
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so fortunate as to meet with Miss Monk 
gomery immediately ; and the tea being 
brought in, a conversation on common to- 
pics took place. 

The teathings being removed, Gertrude 
said carelessly— ^^^ropoi?, Frederic, I lent 
you Marian's portrait ; will you favour me 
by returning it ? w 

" Mr. St Austyn was polite enough to 
give it me," answered Marian quickly, to 
prevent Frederic's reply; " and as I see 
you set so little store by it, I shall take oare 
how I give it to you again-" 

"You jest," replied Gertrude— * I am 
convinced that my brother has not given 
it to you." 

" Really," said Frederic, "you judge 
wrong. I have, however unwillingly—* 

" Mr. St Austyn, I conjure you," inter- 
rupted Marian, " do not by any means 
satisfy her curiosity ; let it suffice that die 
has given away my portrait; never move 
shall she have the disposal of it* 

*' Indeed, Gertrude," sa\d Mrs. Stanhope 

smiling, 
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smiling, " you are caught in your own 
trap." 

" If you have the miniature, Marian, 
which I greatly dispute, why do you not 
produce it ?" asked Montgomery. 

" Because it is not in her power," re- 
turned the colonel ; " she is a sly gipsy, 
we all know, hut not cunning enough for 
that : St. Austyn is not such a fool." 

" Indeed but I am," answered Frderic. 

u What, have you in reality given it to 
her then ?" said the colonel with astonish* 
ment. 

St. Austyn bowed. 

" I did not think you was such a block- 
head, a novice, a greenhorn" said the co- 
lonel. " What the plague, do you suppose 
your sister gave it to you for that purpose 2* 

" My sister's kindness I will ever re- 
member; but I could not dispute Miss 
Montgomery's commands." 

" Not dispute her commands !" repeated 
he. "Poor fellow! poor fellow! youave 
far gone indeed; even a strait jacket and a 

dark 
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dark room, I fear, will scarcely cure you. 
Why, zooks ! if ever you get married, I 
suppose, if your wife desires it^ you will 
darn her stockings, plait her night-caps, 
and comb- her lap-dog." 

" I certainly should endeavour to oblige 
her," answered St Austyn, laughing, 
" though I fear I should perform so awk- 
wardly in all the requites you have named, 
that I should never more be employed/ 9 

"Why* truly," said Albert, "I must 
take my uncle's side of the question in this 
business. You don't deserve such a com- 
mission as Miss St. Austyn entrusted you 
with.* 

" Your opinion was not requested, Mr. 
Albert," replied Marian. "Remember 
your obligation to me much on the same 
score, and let that keep you silent As my 
uncle truly observed!, you fled in the heat 
of the battle, yet was not ashamed to share 
th* spoils." 

« \y e \\ y£$ 9 little ^awc^Joo? r rejoined 
the colonel; " he deserves that rap on the 

knuckles— 
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knuckles-^-fbith, he was in a fine quandary ! 
If I had net had a sugar-plum to stop his 
mouth, I know not what I should have 
done to pacify him." ; 

* Miss St. Austyn's picture was indeed 
a powerful bribe, sir," answered Montgo- 
mery—" a charm I shall take care how I 
relinquish." 

** You will do well," answered Marian ; 
** I am gfed you know its woarth ; and to 
prove to you that I place some value on 
mine, I shall endeavour to beatow it where 
I think it will betaken more care of than 
with its last possessor. My uncle and Al- 
bert have got a painting of me ; Gertrude 
has forfeited her right ; my dear Mrs. Stan- 
hope has the original, which I hope she 
will never part with ; and therefore," con- 
tinued she, with a small hesitation of voice; 
and a glow of crimson on her cheek, f< I 
think I must give it to Mr. St Austyn, if 
hfetvill accept of it, as a token of friendship, 
attd to requite his entrusting it to my ho- 
nour." St Austyn received the portrait 

in 
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in speechless rapture, kissed the hand that 
gave it, and hastily left the room. 

u My dear, dear madam," said Marian, 
taking her place on the sofa by Mrs. Stan- 
hope, " tell me if I have done amiss. I 
could not otherwise convince Mr. St. Aus- 
tyn I forgive him ; he may now be assured 
ofit" 

* My lively girl, I had almost said you 
could not do amiss ; your heart is a faith- 
fill monitor, whose dictates I never yet 
found erroneous. For my highly-favoured 
Frederic, let me thank you ; I trust he 
will merit that you should forget his for- 
mer errors." 

" Marian/' said Gertrude, throwing her 
arms around her neck, " how delightfully 
have you turned my little arts against my- 
self!" 

"You young witch," rejoined the co- 
lonel, addressing his niece, " do you mean 
to kill us all with kindness ? There's poor 
St Austyn cannot starlit ; and, egad! I be- 
lieve 1 must go and keep him company," 

"Let 
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, cc Let ipe thank you, my beloved sister," 
said Albert, kissing her, " for sealing be- 
yond dispute Mr. St. Austyn's pardon." 

u Really," answered Marian, " you asto- 
nish me; I appear to have performed some 
wonder that charms all my friends, and am 
at a loss to discover my own merit. If it 
costs so little to please," added she, bowing 
rpund with great cheerfulness, " you are 
welcome to command me at all times." 

u My dear Marian," said Mrs. Stanhope, 
u I must warn you not to let your enchant- 
ing spirits, and wish to oblige your friends, 
fead you in opposition to your own incli- 
nation." 

Frederic at that moment returned, and 
the discourse ceased. His features some 
hours before were marked with melan- 
choly, amLhifl spirits-depressed; but now 
the utmost animation enlivened the first, 
while the latter, though greatly exhilarated, 
still possessed a chastened -expression of 
love and gratitude, **ffhat gave double ad- 
vantage 
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vantage both to /his person and manners in 
the eyes of his friends. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



Inconveniences of a Bachelor* $ L\fe — 
Fx>Uy qflate Marriages. 

Early the .next morning Mr. Vincent ar± 
rived from London, and was received with 
pleasure by the colonel, who willingly dis- 
charged the debt of hospitality he had re- 
ceived in the West Indies. 

In the case of Miss So uthern, as related 
by Mrs. Stanhope, Mr. Vincent saw in her 
only an object of pity, and declared him- 
self ready to disregard the unhappy failure 
of her youth, if she \g€>uld accept him. 

* Well, well,* saHl the colonel, « Miss 

Southern 
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Southern and you must settle that busi- 
ness between you. I am lately become a 
convert never to interfere in those affairs ; 
« third person would only confuse her, and 
make her hum and haw ; so we will speak 
to her friend dame Mosely, and she will 
give you an opportunity to converse with 
her on the subject. But, Vincent, how 
the devil came it into your head to think 
of getting married? Zooks! I believe I 
shall be left alone in the honourable fra- 
ternity of bachelors." 

* It was my intention to die single, 
mitil I saw Miss Southern," answered Vin- 
cent; u but should I be successful in my 
address, I shall be happy to have it frus- 
trated." 

" So, egad ! you may," replied the co- 
lonel ; u for, after all, a bachelor's is a sorry 
life — I know that by experience. I believe 
it lvas that which made me so crusty, for 
I was as^ melancholy as an unbraced drum 
before I met with Mog^tgomery. To live 
for oneself alone, to eat alone, to drink 
. yoL. iv. l alone, 
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alone, and to creep to bed alone, to a man 
who loves society, is a severe punishment" 
u You are so warm an advocate for ma- 
trimony, colonel, that I should not wonder 
to see you get married." 

** What, at sixty-four ! No, no, Vin- 
cent, all is right here," hitting his forehead. 
u I have good children, that fulfil all the 
duties requisite at that age ; and even had 
I none, I would never be registered for a 
fool. I know nothing that moves my 
anger sooner than to see old blockheads of 
either sex, with eyes like expiring rush- 
lights, hobbling to church; when, in aU 
probability, a small spot tn the church- 
yard will speedily supply all their wants. 
Why the plague caniyrt they engage a 
nurse, swathe themselves in flannel, drink 
their posset in peace, and be satisfied with- 
out making old age ridiculous ?* 

Mr. Vincent having paid his compli- 
ments to the cblonel, requested to aee 
Mrs. Mosely and Betsey ;. when he pleaded 
his cause so powerfully, that though he 

was 
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was Hot accepted, it was evident that her 
shame of past events alone occasioned the 
refusal He however did not despair, and 
by an application to Mrs. Stanhope, in a 
few days procured more lenient resolves 
in his favour. 

As the vessel in which he was to sail had 
but a short period to remain in England, 
the formalities of time were obliged to be 
dispensed with ; and in a fortnight after 
Mr. Vincent's return, Miss Southern gave 
him her hand at the altar; the family at the 
Vale, and that at Blackwood, attending the 
ceremony. By the permission of Mrs. 
Stanhope, Gertrude presented Betsey with 
- five hundred pounds ; as did also Marian, 
the colonel supplying her for that purpose. 
This, together with some valuable presents 
from Mrs. Stanhope, equipped the young 
bride in a manner to do as much honour 
to Mr. Vincent by her appearance, as her 
beauty was to do credit to his judgment 

The whole party $aw with pleasure, 

during the few days that Mr. Vincent re- 

Li mained 
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mained at Blackwood ifter %he marriage, 
that the attentions of a well-bred man had 
tfceir full effect on the youthful bride, who 
looked up to him with a gratitude. and af- 
fection that time could not fail to strength- 

^fhe parting was felt on all sides, but 
particularly by Mrs. Mosely and Mrs. 
Vincent; though it was somewhat miti- 
gated by Mr. Vincent's passing his word 
to bring her to England in the course of 
the ensuing year. 



Montgomery had, immediately .on re- 
ceiving Gertrude's permission, applied to 
Mrs. Stanhope to fix 1 a time for their union; 
when, much against his inclination, though 
he acquiesced \fith a tolerable grace, that 
Ifcdy iappointed a month. During this in- 
terval, Mr. Vinceht's marriage with' Miss 
Southern had taken place, and Frederic 
totd made some advances in Marian's good 
eptriton, though his fear of giving off^bee, 

?and 
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and her liveKfiess, prevehted her declaring 
any thing positively in his favour. 

The fourth day after TAt* YmdstiVs de* 
parture completed the time of Albert's 
probation. The settlement and al^ prepa- 
rations being ready, Montgomery appeared 
so light of heart as almost to tread on air ; 
while, on the contrary, Gertrude was more 
timid than she had lately been. She 
would fain have stipulated to have the 
jKterriage private; buttbut was so totally 
obnoxious to the colonel, that she speedily 
relinquished it 

. « What," said he^ " the &hy of all others 
that I glory in» that gives. me such a niece, 
to sneak as if toe were doing something 
we Tfrere ashamed oft Never can I will* 
ikigly consent. Were it in my power, 
there should not on that day be a sad 
hearts 

Mrs. Stanhope, who wished to satisfy 

both parties, proposed that, as the colonel 

had before intended-to give a rristic fete to 

his dependants, it should take place; but 

l & that 
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that their own circle should remain as 
usual — a resolution the colonel acquiesced 
in, and that satisfied Gertrude, 



CHAPTER XVIL 



The most serious Action qf a Person's Life. 

At length the long- wished-for morning ar* 
rived, when Montgomery, accompanied 
by the colonel and Frederic, at an early 
hour reached the Vale; They had waited 
some time before Mrs. Stanhope, with her 
niece and Marian, entered, when the first 
said, as Albert saluted the trembling G&£ 
trude — " My endeavours to inspire this 
silly girl with a proper degree. of courage, 
are unavailing. I hope you will be more 
successful." * 

Albert took bis place at her aide, and 

b x 
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by numberless little attritions and plea* 
santries, attempted to relieve her thoughts 
until breakfast was oyer, and the carriage 
drove up to take them to church,*—" Now, 
my love," said Albert, in a low voice, " I 
know you will exert yourself to shake off 
this depression, lest the world should think 
Montgomery not so happy in your affec- 
tion as he flatters himself he is. If you 
love me, Gertrude, whence this diffidence ? 
To me this appears the happiest day of 
my life ; while, on the contrary, I am griev- 
ed to see it distresses you-" 

u Indeed," replied she, "you wrong me; 
my heart anticipates your satisfaction, but 
I cannot forget — Oh* Montgomery ! how 
could I ever be so regardless of delicacy as 
to promise " 

w I could almost be angry enough to 
take my forfeit thus publicly," interrupted 
he. " Observe, my Gertrude, that I give 
you fair notice, if you persist in remem- 
bering what every one else has forgotten^ ' ^, 
I will be the veriest tyrantin nature. My 
l 4 heart 
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heart has room **£* nothing but love and 
you." 

" Cofae, c6the 9 -Atttett* called the co- 
lonel ; ~ I WottdAr you hi^e p&tfeftce to 
dtand gossippirig there. It is one of the 
rudest things irt tile world id k*6p a par- 
don waiting ; it & art affront! to his office. 
I thought you hid more religion." 

The colohel led Mrs. Stanhope? M6nt- 
gomlery foH6#ed with Gertrude, and Ma- 
rian gave Mr hand toFrederic; the ladies, 
with Albert, goihg iff Mrs. Stanhope's car- 
riage, and the colitttel and Frederic ih the 
chariot. 

ft was evicfertt tfRaet Gferttude strtfggle* 
to collect her spirits during the way, and 
vfos in a great measure successful. On 
entering the church, Montgomery was so 
delighted at the change, that as he led her 
tip the aisle, he could not refrain, whisper- 
ing his thanks.—" Albert," replied she, » 
a firm though low vouje, " I regard myself 
at this moment in me presence of my 
Maker, and on the point of taking an oath 

which 
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which my ^sciei^je approves, my friends 
ratify, afid Heaven saactifons, as iMinites 
w* fcr e* er to a' virtuous irian* * My fears 
i we thferefore dispersed j J will ijfpt dre^d 
*° gw e n*y band where i have already 
-given ipy hefirk" 

Montgomery led her ft) the 'ajtaiv and 

. the cerfemony immediately began, : faring 

which her composure niever forsook her: 

the colonel presented her to Albert, who> 

Deceived the gift With a sat&facgiote visible 

.to the whole Goitgreg^pnv 

The rites :co»ethided; Montgprttery led 
her to the vestry ; where, with a tender, 
. though respectful salute, lie thanked her 
for the Tionour she h?d done hfrn. Th6n 
presenting her to Mis. Stanhope, who 
waitaly embraced her, Mutual congratu* 
lations took place. The colonel and Fre- 
deric next saluted her, wheik the former, 
turning to Marian* gave her a hearty 
'smack. Then pushteg St Austyn forward,. 
be saidr— " . Why the piesdbtft you gn*e 
Li my 
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myniecejoy of her new sitter? You need 
not be afraid, the wont bite you.* ■ 

Frederic advanced timidly towards Ma- 
rian* and kissed her glowing cheek; and 
after a few minutes, the party re-entered 
their carriages, and proceeded to Black* 
wood* where the colonel had to warmly 
entreated to have the marriage celebrated, 
that it was complied with. 

Though all the surrounding farmers, 
. with their wives and children, as well as 
the lower tenantry and dependants, had 
assembled to see them pass to church, yet 
all had been silent and respectful; but on 
their return, the congratulations resounded 
from every quarter; for no act of oppres- 
sion or exaction had disgraced either of 
the families with their tenants: and fe- 
ttle lower order of dependants, in eases ef 
necessity, they were ever sure to find a 
ready friend at either Blackwood or the 
Vale. Thus they cra]fl not but rejoice at 
the union of their beuefectots. 

The 
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The morning was passed as usual, Mrs. 
Stanhope considering it as the most pru- 
dent method of supporting Gertrude's 
spirits ; butyifter dinner th$ sound of in- 
struments, and the hilarity that reigned in 
the great hall, put all other ideas to flight. 
The colonel was one moment in the par- 
lour, the next shaking hands and drinking 
with his tenants; and towards evening 
enjoyed the satisfaction of introducing/ 
for a short space,- Mrs. Stanhope, with her 
niece and Marian; who having received 
their compliments, the good people were 
entertained with a ball and supper, equal 
to the plentifulness of the dinner they had 
received,, .v ^ ^ v < - - . 

- Mrs. Stanhope and Marian remained 
for some days entirely at Blackwood with 
Gertrude ; after which they returned to 
the Vale, though their time was, as usual, 
so much passed together, that they might 
be said to constitft& the same faiiily. 

Frederic continued his sister's guest, 

. and had the satisfaction of contemplating 

.. l 6 thf 
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the happiest of all marriages— one founded 
upon esteem and friendship, matured by 
reflection, and sanctioned by the approba- 
tion of one whom experience and virtue 
bad rendered^ the competent guide of 
youth. Montgomery's attention to his 
wife appeared to increase with time, as did 
also her sense of his affection ; while the 
colonel, delighted with both, seemed to 
have no other pursuit than their happiness, 
and the mutual good of his fellow-crea- 
tures. 

Montgomery, on his marriage, with the 
approbation of his uncle, had settled an in- 
dependence of a hundred pounds yearly 
on Mrs. Mosely, leaving it to her choice 
whether she Would continue at Blackwood, 
or occupy a small house of theirs in the 
vicinity ; but much to the satisfaction of 
all parties, she preferred her old situation, 
and wotild willingly have declined the 
annuity had that chojfti been allowed her. 

Among the compliments on Mr. and 
Mr& Montgomery's marriage, they recdv- 

* ed 
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•fid one from Mr* Edward Montgomery, 

who congratulated them warraiy, although 

he observed that he should not pay them 

:a visit until he returned to the country 

, the ensiling year ; as he did not wish to 

.see his cousin Marian, until every gleam 

-of hope on his side must be extinguished, 

i which he understood would speedily be 

the case. 

As Albert read the letter to the party 
,one day in Mrs. Stanhope's absence, Ma- 
rian said—*' I wonder what he means by 
that; I answered him candidly at first; 
-how can he be at a greater certainty ?" 

u He means," answered the colonel, 
♦ " tfiat you will get married* I suppose." 

" Indeed, if that be his meaning*" re- 
plied she, *^he is far better informed than 
lam" 

" Why, no one cai* think you intend 
always to tyrannize over that silly feHow, 
St. Austyn, who ^s mourning like a spar- 
row on a house-top. Egad! my heart 
aehed for him on AlbertY wedding-day ; 

his 
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his sighs and groans were enough to <{£$» 

turb the solemnity " 

"Keally," replied Marian, laughing, 
" if, as you seem to hint, I occasioned 
them, I sincerely beg Mr. St Austyitfs 
pardon; but I must honestly confess, 
though I stood by his side during the ce- 
remony, I did not hear any such dismal 
sounds.* 1 

" There is none so blind as those that 
wont see, nor any so deaf as those that 
wont hear," replied the colonel. " But I 
know you are an honest girl, and will not 
deliberately tell a lie*— don't you think 

. he loves you ?" 

" Indeed, colonel," replied Frederic,. 

- "you shall not distress Miss Montgomery; 
she knows my heart, and * 

% . " Zooks P* interrupted the colonel, " who 
the plague wants your interference ? Sure 

. I may have liberty to ask my own niece a 
question ? w ^f 

" Vanity, sir, may mislead me," returned 
Marian; " I am not a competent judged 

- The 
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-' The colonel shook his head. — " A girl 
at twenty, fend not a competent judge of 
a man's heart, would be a phenomenon," 
replied he ; * or rather it would shew her 
deficient in the knowledge natural to her, 
sex. Whjr, you are all as sharp-sighted as 
bawks in such cases." 

w And pounce upon the poor innocent 
sparrows as they sit mourning upon the 
house-tops, and carry them off in our ta- 
lons. Is it not so, sir ?" returned Marian. 

" Not quite," answered the colonel. 
* For example, were you to carry off St* 
Austyn in your claws, I dare say he would 
be such a fool as to glory in his danger. 
But, jesting apart, you must be— nay, I 
know you are, satisfied with St. Austyn's 
conduct ; and, as sly as you are, you have 
no dislike to him ; therefore cannot you * 
now for once lay aside your turnings and 
dodgings, and tell the poor fellow what 
he has to expectjff 

*, Really, sir," returned Marian, with 
great cpnf Osiop , " you ask such extraordi- %, 

nary . 
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nary questions, and form sticb unjust sur* 
Kiises, that I am not prepared to answer 
them." 

44 My generous friend;' said Frederkv 
* let me conjure you to drop this subject ;: 
I am sensible of your kindness, but Miss 
Montgomery must not be distressed: too 
weH do I know the value of her pardon, 
ajgain to hazard, however innocently, her 
displeasure." 

. u Marian is too just," said Mrs. Mont- 
gomery, u to blame my brother for the co- 
lonePs humour : she is not to learn Frede- 
ric's affection, and at her own time will 

,tell him her real sentiments. If she did 
not think favourably of him, even before 

.this she would have informed him that he 
had nothing to hope." 

* "Ah!" said Frederic* ^had I but the 

, most distant expedition, bow* speedily 
ppuld months, days, or eveki years, elapse ! 
but my former guilt fl^in my conscious 
face, and I dare not pleadfpr such afavptir* 

. * There is no girl/' said Montgomery,. 

with, 
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wtth* a smile, " that can perform a good*, 
gatartd action with; a* better grafce than 
Marian*, and I kftow she will, on£ of these 
days, give Frederic a specimen of her man- 
ner of conferring an obligation." 

" If you : catch me here again without 
Mrs. Stanhope/' answered Maria**, " I will 
forgive your behaving as iR as you please. 
You would none of you havi ventured ei- 
ther to blaster, coax, or flatter me before 
her." / ■:. 

u We well* know she spoils^ yooy"Lanr. 
sWered the colonel. " But c©6ae^ be a 
good gir£ and for my sake teil St. Austyn 
be may hope; mind, we leave out time," 

" For my sake, toy sister," said Gertrude; 
kissing her.. ...... 

"And for mine, my Marian/' added 
Albert, affectionately. 

St Austyn threw himself at her feet—* 
M I have nothing to plead," said he, " but 
mercy. Let my ;£oom be happiness or 
misery, I will receive it without raining." 

"Sure never poor girl was so beset," 

answered 
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answered Marian* * I have no objection 
to Mr. St Austyn— nay, sir, no raptures; 
I will not be pressed on the subject. Al- 
bert once told me, that my uncle proposed, 
if you thought of me, your serving as long 
as Jacob served for Rachael : now, as I 
think that an excellent motion, if you are 
willing, so am I.*\ 

" Though fourteen years would indeed 
be a tedious probation," answered Frederic, 
" I accept the condition with rapture. My 
good conduct and submission may perhaps 
shorten the term." 

It may easily: be surmised, that front, 
this day Frederic was an accepted lover; 
though, for many months, do time was 
appointed to complete their union, Mrs* 
Stanhope even more warmly than Marian 
protracting it, in order to be convinced of 
Frederic's entire change of manners* 



CHAP- 



Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



AX3EBT. SS5 



CHAPTER XVni 



The Close of a vicious Life — the Satis- 
faction arising from a virtuous one. 

About four months after Montgomery'^ 
marriage, they received a visit from caj* 
tain Watson, and from him learned the 
final close of a life of riot and debauch; 
Berners, on separating from his wife, had 
proceeded to Lisbon, where he resided 
some time, and formed an intimacy with 
a rictt merchant's wife, from whom he fte* 
quently accepted large sums. Some su&* 
picions arising, the parties were watched ; 
in consequence of which, as was surmised, 
they were detected, though no accusation 
or complaint transpired ; but in the courgg 
of twenty-four hours the lady was, in a 
convent, and Berners found in the road to 

his 
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his lodgings dead, from four stabs iji the 
back with a stiletto. 

The English ambassador had made all 
possible inquiries after the murderers, 
though without effect Some gentlemen 
then at Lisbon knew Berners, and men- 
- tioned his being a short time sinoe in the 
army, in consequence of which, an account 
of his death had been sent to the agent to 
transmit to his* friends. Mr& Montgo- 
mery was not present at this iAteHig6nee ; 
*<greumst0|ne&thata$b*ded her hugbaftd 
gteat satisfaction, as her afterwards related 
itr to her with go i&ich caution ancj tended 
ness, that though she cduid wit buiamra* 
d*r. when she reflected how nearly her fete 
might have been connected with so bad a 
man, yet* in the encircling arms of Mont-; 
gomery , her tears soon ceased to flow, and 
her grateful heart found peace. 

Captain Watson remained with the 
happy family two months ; and as they 
proposed accompanying Frederic into 
Yorkshire, they proceeded with him to 

London* 
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London, from whence they continued their 
way, the ladies with the colonel in the 
coach, and Albert, with Frederic, on horse- 
back. 

The whole farpily were received with 
joy at the mansion, which was a scene of 
festivity during their stay ; and Mrs. Stan- 
hope and the colonel, with Montgomery, 
promised to pass some months of every 
year there. 

After paying and receiving visits from 
all the neighbouring families, in the month 
of July it was proposed to complete the 
excursion, by visiting the cottage at Strath- 
navern, of which Frederic still declared 
himself proprietor. 

As the weather was fine, the journey 
was pleasant. The only apparent diffi- 
culty was, that when they arrived they 
would be indifferently situated for lodg- 
ing, as the cottage was too small for such' 
a number; but this was easily removed by 
the colonel and Frederic declaring they 

would, 
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would, in case of necessity, deep at Mr. 
^ Home's. 

" - At length they reached Melness, and 
proceeded to the cottage, through the 
Wilds, whose dreary appearance struck 
Mrs. Stanhope and Gertrude, as it had be- 
fore done the colonel ; but when the little 
dwelling came in view, so snugly sheltered 
by the surrounding mountains, the con- 
trast was so striking, that it communicated 
double pleasure. At length they reached 
it, when an exclamation of astonishment 
at once escaped the colonel, Albert and 
Marian, as towards the back it had been 
enlarged nearly one-half, and also many 
improvements made in front. 

* What is this?" said the colonel. 
#4 Egad ! I believe the enchanters have been 
at work, and reading my thoughts, have 
realized them; or am I now dreaming? 
ibr, faith, the house looks as large again as 
when I was hare last !" 

" Oh, Frederic! why have you done 

this?- 
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this ?" said Montgomery. " This thea 
was your obstinacy in not giving up the 
house." 

'* Can you wonder," replied Frederic^ 
laughing, " that under such able masters 
I should learn to man&uvre a little?" 

" No^ faith ! 'tis to me a proof of your 
ingenuity," said the colonel " | like you 
the better for it; I see you will hi a fellow 
after my own heart." / 

«* My dear uncle," answetr^ ^Tontgo^ 
mery, " the alterations, *fre so great, that 
the expence nyaetliave been the same." 

** Well, sir, St. Austyn can afford to lay 
out a little money in whimsies while he 
is a bachelor ; and for you, if you don't 
know how to accept a favour from a friend, 
egad, you are not fit to confer one !" 

u I do accept it," answered Montgo* 
mery — " accept it as a proof of brotherly 
affection, winch will render this spot de- 
lightful, as we can now reside together." 

« Though," said Mrs. Stanhope, "I 
haye hitherto been an enemy to some of 

the 
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the colonel's surprises, yet I Icoafefcs HbSm 
of hi$ pupils gives me pleasure, though I 
know not the alteration." 

Gertrude thanked tier brother warmljr; 
but a glance from Marian, who was silent; 
spoke more to his heart than-: all the rest-: 
some months before he would have thought 
it cheaply purchased with any thing short 
of life. 

Barban, in her white coif and plaid 
^own^stooA^ady to receive them, and 
scarcely appeare^M">re glad to see Mont* 
gomery and his sister thaji St. Austyn* 
On entering the house, they fourttLall pre- 
pared with minute exactness, savants > He* 
cessary tarendet their stay commodious, 
ahd the hew apartments furnished with a 
neatness that <IM credit to the taste of the 
director. 

« For pity's sake, St. Austyn," said 
Montgomery, ° tell me how all <this has 
been performed in so sfyort a time ? You 
have never been absent^ and', as my uncle 
observes, it almost appetos ench&ntmenfc n 

» Honestly 



Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



ALBERT. ^41 

" Honestly then/' replied Frederic, 
" those alterations were begun about a 
month after my fortune was cleared. You 
know that during the last six months I 
have been at no expence; my remittances 
therefore have more than sufficed for those 
trifles: but remember, Montgomery, as the 
colonel once said to me, Don't expose 
yourself; they were done by your order. 
The servant that resided here with me was 
my agent, and a builder that is employed 
on the Yorkshire estate was the architect ; 
I only had the merit of recommending him 
to*,you." 

'" It is as clean a trick," said the colonel, 
shaking Frederic by the hand, " as if I 
had done it myself; and so, Mr. Presto 
Pass, I suppose you can wave your 
wand, and give us a supper equal to our 
lodging/* 

" Barbara in that case, I have no doubt, 
has done her besy answered Frederic. 
" She has known of our coming almost as 
long as myself; and from her care, I have 

vol. iv. m nk> 



no ifear but 'H6hal H;he apartments are well 
aired, tfnd fit to be Immediately used.* 

The spot ga¥e <rhse l h\ jAiirian's bosbtti to 
taany iffleasy l^egtitas; Twit *hfe feardf 
throwing a shade tfver the pleasure of h£r 
Menfls'taadeher'stiHiggle to suppress tftem, 
and on the whcJle Ifce evening pissed cheer- 
fully. On *the ehsuitog tiidirnihg, resolved 
to indulge 'her thoughts undisturbed, she 
rose early, and talking 'thixMigh /flte gar- 
den, where evfery object was familiar to 
her, entered a private walk Into a little 
wood it a short distance, but had advanced 
but a few paces when she met St. Austyn 
reading. Marian's spirits Were not so play- 
ful as • usual. St. Austin pressed her 
warmly, even in 1 the place that had sojfre- 
queritly witnessed his sighs and repentance, 
to consent :to accept his hand. Marian he- 
sitated, but at length a promise was given 
to consider On the stibjetet *b£forfe they left 
Sttathnaverti. * 

After a stay 6f ^sk v W^ks, tK6y ? preptffed 
to return to York^hite/blitnot ttritiTtliey 

Had 



d by Google 



had rehired. t3b$mselves so necessary to alJL 
the poor around, that they regarded theiif 
departure as a common, misfortune j and 
three days pyevipys to tfye party's, leaving 
Strathnavern^i?i?ing in a body»t$ey wafted^ 
on the minister, and insisted on his revok- 
ing the exccw»piWMcatioft that hyad been 
pronounced agWWIt tbe family pf JM(ont- 
gomery, under pain, of pvdtfug dPWn his 
house— "Hoot siw^man, J" s^id the speaker, 
" 'tis nae for elders to curse those wha^God 
has blessed ; and think ye not that he 
blesses those that fill tfye hungry tytes of 
the bairns with breed, claitfoe {he bare 
backs of the auld* and visit the sick? If 
he dp na approve sip as. they, what will 
become of elders wha canna boast, sic gued 
deeds?" 

The master at first appeared refrac- 
tory, and Montgomery, with his uncle and 
SL Austyp, endeavoured tp quell the tur 
mult ; but it wasryat tp be repressed, and 
the denunciation was at length annulled. 

Stt Ai^styu did not suflfef ^arian to fpr r 
M 2 get 
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get her promise, and in consequence a 
time was appointed for their marriage, 
which was \o take placttjn Dorsetshire. 

Op thw return thePRmained a week 
in Yorkshire, and about the same period 
afterwards in London, where Frederic, 
with his zealous friends, the colonel and 
Albert, had the settlements drawn on the 
same plan as those for Mrs. Montgomery. 

Never had time moved so tardily with 
St. Austyn as from the period of receiving 
Marian's promise until their arrival in 
Dorsetshire, where, in a fortnight aflfer 
their return, their marriage took place. . 

As the whole party were too much at- 
tached to each other to bear the thought 
of separation, Frederic and Mrs. St Aus- 
tyn resided with Mrs. Stanhope, and in 
their visits to Yorkshire, where they re- 
solved to pass some months every year, 
the whole family accompanied them. 

Some months after afSe marriage, they 
received letters from Mr. Vincent and his 
wife, each mentioning the other with a 

degree 
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degree of affection that delighted their 
friends. 

Cured of his jttgrs, and united to the 
woman of his Wmce, the virtues which 
the hand of nature had implanted in the 
bosom of St. Austyn expanded, and ren- 
dered him daily more estimable to his wife 
and family, who frequently, af they con- 
sidered his present conduct, could scarcely 
refrain saying — " Was it possible this man 
could ever deviate ?" 

Marian, the pride and glory of her hus- 
band, and the affectionate and beloved 
niece of Mrs. Stanhope, continued to pre- 
serve her liveliness through all the domes- 
tic duties of a wife and mother. 

Mrs. Stanhope, surrounded by her fa- 
mily, and supported by the conscious vir- 
tues of her own heart, smiled at the lapse 
of time, which did not place a single 
wrinkle on her brow, that did not add a 
fresh rivet to her fiends' affection. 

The colonel's eccentricity and good hu- 
mour 
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mour continued the com^wwions of bi^ old 
age ; and, surrounded with the children, of 
Montgomery and St Awtyn, be dedared 
himself the happiest old fellow fe the 
worli 

Montgomery and his Gertrude, when 
spokeaof by th^^o*eJ> were ever called 
the sweet hearts* and sot ioapptteably ; for 
the affection of tha httttaftd and wife were 
so blended with, the attention of the lover, 
and the delicacy of the beloved, that a 
common observe* leovdd have concluded 
them such. When alone, Montgomery 
would gam an he* with the enthusiasm of 
a first affection ; and as he encircled her 
and the smiling infeat on her bosom in his 
arms* ex«Iaiin**tt^ If you, tad been but half 
so enchantingly lovely, my Gertrude, when 
I first knew you* as aft this moment, my 
uncle's rhetoric would have had its full 
effect, and my pop* philosophy and re- 
straint have been destroyed in aft instant" 

?« Ah* Montgomery !" she would veply, 

reclining 
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reclining her cheek on his, * encompassed 
with such relative?, blessed with such a 
husband and chUAsen, Heaven has surely 
gifted me abo^P the common lot of 
women." 



THE. END. 
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